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Next Week: Going To An “Early Church”
What Was It Like?

Are you coming to the Pot 
Luck Supper?

What’d you 
think of 
today’s 
sermon?

Is that bread 
leavened or 
unleavened?



First Century Church “Shopping”

• What Time is the 
Service?

• Where does the church 
meet?

• Is the auditorium 
comfortable?

• What is the service like?
• What kind of music does 

it have?
• Is the service 

“contemporary” or 
“traditional”?



When Did 
the Early 
Church 
Meet?

Why is this important to 
discuss?  

Talk to a Seventh Day 
Adventist or a Messianic Jew 

and you’ll know.



The Earliest Meetings Were Daily
• "And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, 

and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking 
their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 
praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord was adding to their number day by day those who 
were being saved" (Acts 2:46-47).

• "And everyday, in the temple and from house to house, 
they [the apostles] kept right on teaching and preaching
Jesus {as} the Christ" (Acts 5:42).



Soon, the Church Met Sunday 
Evenings

• Upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered him

• 1 Corinthians 14:15

• And upon the first day of the 
week, when the disciples came 
together to break bread, Paul 
preached unto them, ready to 
depart on the morrow; and 
continued his speech until 
midnight.

• Acts 20:7



They asserted, however, that the sum and 
substance of their fault or error had been that 
they were accustomed to meet on a fixed day 
before dawn and sing responsively a hymn to 
Christ as to a god, and to bind themselves by 
oath... When this was over, it was their custom to 
depart and to assemble again to partake of food--
but ordinary and innocent food.

Pliny the Younger

Governor of Pontus/Bithynia from 111-113 AD

Letter to the Emperor Trajan

Pliny Says Church Met Sunday Mornings



Sunday Or Sabbath?
• This was not the Sabbath which was 

considered like circumcision. Justin 
Martyr, Tertullian.

• There was no prohibition on work. 
Sunday was a typical work day. There 
was no “weekend”

• “But Sunday is the day on which we all 
hold our common assembly, because it 
is the first day on which God, having 
wrought a change in the darkness and 
matter, made the world; and Jesus 
Christ our Savior on the same day rose 
from the dead." 

– Justin Martyr, First Apology, 67



Epistle of 
Barnabas Sunday, 

Not Sabbath

• Further, He says to them, 
“Your new moons and your 
Sabbath I cannot endure.” Ye 
perceive how He speaks: 
Your present Sabbaths are 
not acceptable to Me, but 
that is which I have made, 
[namely this,] when, giving 
rest to all things, I shall make 
a beginning of the eighth day, 
that is, a beginning of 
another world. Wherefore, 
also, we keep the eighth day 
with joyfulness, the day also 
on which Jesus rose again 
from the dead



Early Church Holy Days

• Easter (controversy over 
when)

• Pentecost

• Epiphany (baptism of Christ, 
celebrated January 6

• No “Christmas” during this 
era.

• Weekday Fast Days



Where Did Early 
Christians Meet?

In Private Homes 

or “House Churches”

From the very beginning in 
Jerusalem the church met in 
multiple small assemblies in 

each metropolitan area



House Churches: 
Some New Testament Evidence

• "The churches of Asia 
greet you. Aquila and 
Prisca [Priscilla] greet you 
heartily in the Lord, with 
the church that is in their 
house" (1 Corinthians 
16:19).

• "Greet Prisca [Priscilla] 
and Aquila, my fellow 
workers in Christ Jesus, . . 
. also {greet} the church 
that is in their house. " 
(Romans 16:3-5).

• “…and to Apphia our sister, 
and to Archippus our fellow 
soldier, and to the church in 
your house: " (Philemon 1-2).

• "Greet the brethren who are 
in Laodicea and also Nympha 
and the church that is in her 
house"(Colossians 4:15).



What Were Their Homes Like?

Homes of middle class and 

some poor. Multi-story. No 

fireplaces or kitchens.



Interiors of Wealthy Roman Homes 



Roman Religious Context:
Private Worship At  Home Was Common Place at that Time



What the Early Church Buildings 
Did Not Look Like

This type of architecture emphasizes a sacramental system



Roman Houses
The “Domus”

• Roman home had no running water.  Fountains and latrines were communal.



Likely Example of 
Early House Church Meeting Room

This type of architecture is intimate and conducive of fellowship and sharing.



Dura Europa (Iraq)
Oldest Church Building

• A House church at Dura Europa on the bank of the Euphrates 
River, dating from about 232 AD

• Note: immersion style baptistery.



What Was the 
Service Like?

Full of Music, 
Informal, 

Unstructured and 
no Liturgy



Elements of the 
Service

Apostle’s Teaching

Breaking of bread, 

Acts 2:42, I Cor 11:17ff

Prayer, Acts 2:42, I Cor 14:13-17

Giving, I Cor 16:2.

Exhortation and teaching, 
prophecy, tongues, and 
interpretation of tongues, I Cor 
14:3, 19, 26; Acts 2:42 



A Sharing Service, 
Not a Performance By Professionals

• When you come together, 
everyone has a hymn, or a 
word of instruction, a 
revelation, a tongue or an 
interpretation. All of these 
must be done for the 
strengthening of the 
church. 

• 1 Corinthians 15:26-27



Influence of 
Synagogues

• Rectangular Meeting Room 
with benches forming a U 
shape

• Kitchens and Eating Areas

• Libraries and Meeting Rooms



Justin Martyr on the 
Order of Worship Service

• "And on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the 
country gather together to one place, and the memoirs of the 
apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as long as time 
permits; then, when the reader has ceased, the president verbally 
instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these good things. Then 
we all rise together and pray, and, as we before said, when our 
prayer is ended, bread and wine and water are brought Having 
ended the prayers, we salute one another with a kiss. 

• (First Apology, 67) 

Fascinating Use of 
“Agape” in Latin, instead
Of Greek!



Tertullian on the Church Meeting
“We meet together as an assembly and congregation, that, offering 

up prayer to God as with united force, we may wrestle with Him in 
our supplications. This violence God delights in. We pray, too, for 
the emperors, for their ministers and for all in authority, for the 
welfare of the world, for the prevalence of peace, for the delay of 
the final consummation. We assemble to read our sacred writings, 
if any peculiarity of the times makes either forewarning or 
reminiscence needful. However it be in that respect, with the sacred 
words we nourish our faith, we animate our hope, we make our 
confidence more steadfast; and no less by inculcations of God's 
precepts we confirm good habits. In the same place also 
exhortations are made, rebukes and sacred censures are 
administered. For with a great gravity is the work of judging carried 
on among us, as befits those who feel assured that they are in the 
sight of God . . . On the monthly day, if he likes, each puts in a small 
donation; but only if it be his pleasure, and only if he be able: for 
there is no compulsion; all is voluntary. One in mind and soul, we do 
not hesitate to share our earthly goods with one another. All things 
are common among us but our wives." 

(Tertullian, Apology, 39) 



What Role Did 
Women in Worship?
• Did Women Speak at Meetings of 

the Church?

• Did Women Cover Their Heads?

• History Review

Roman women looked very modern, they did not typically wear 
veils!!



Women in Roman Religious Context



New Testament Record: 
Women Hosts of House Churches

• Apphia in Philemon 2

• Prisca in I Corinthians 16:19

• Lydia of Thyatira Acts 16:15

• Nympha of Laodicea 
Colossians 4:15

Roman women wore jewelry and 
makeup, including lipstick, 
eye shadow.  They learned these arts of 
beautification from the Egyptians.


