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Roman Gods: 
Personal, But Not Loving

• Have personalities
• Given human shapes 

(anthropomorphic)
• World is governed by 

humanlike beings
• Gods fight among 

themselves

Orpheus



Downward Trend 1: 
Relationship becomes Religion



1st $6,000 Word
SACRAMENTALISM

• Sacramentalism: 
–The notion that 

God’s grace I s 
conjured up by 
means of the 
performance of 
rituals.



Pagan Religious Processions



Roman 
Religion:
Rituals Not 

Relationship

Note: The one 

making the 

sacrifice has 

head covered, 

others have 

uncovered heads

“Cultus: The worship or veneration of a deity, and 

correct observance of religious obligations.  

Roman religion was one of cultus (cult) rather 

than pietas (piety). …For the Romans it was more 

important to observe the correct rituals: the gods 

were venerated by the strict observance of rituals 

to make them favorably disposed, irrespective of 

the ethics and morals of the worshippers.”

From: A Dictionary of Roman Religion



Pagan and Christian Priests 
Bringing the Candles Into the Temple



Roman Religious Rituals

Religious processions were common, including the carrying of 
standards, scepters and  maces and ceremonial vessels

Shallow bowls of “holy water” used in ritualistic washings or for 
pouring of libations. 

Priests covered their heads while praying or sacrificing, to guard 
against sights and sounds of ill omens

Votive candles and offerings presented by worshippers at entrance 
to temples to accompany vows and prayers. 

Fingers in Benediction symbol from Jupiter Sabazius and Magna 
Mater rituals. 

Elaborate ceremonies performed by highly trained priests, dressed 
in white linen garments, accompanied by music



Pagan 
“Acolytes”





Roman Religion: A Contract

• No sacred writings
• Relationship is a contract dependent on sacrifice or a quest for 

knowledge
• gods had no ability to change the lives of followers
• gods did not provide guidance for daily living

Artemis of 
the 
Ephesians

• Traditional Religion 
Dying Out, Skeptic 
Public

• Popular literature 
makes fun of 
beliefs in 
traditional deities



Pagan Votive Statues



Downward Trend 2: 
Mary Worship



Pagan “Mother of God”, “Mother Earth” or 
“Mother Nature” Deity

Isis, was the Egyptian “Mother 
Goddess”, and was often 
portrayed as a loving mother, 
nursing her baby son  Horus.

“Magna Mater” or “Great 
Mother” or “Mother of God” 
Was associated with Artemis 
or Cybelle. She was the 
mother of all living things, an 
earth mother, goddess of 
fertility and nature. 

“Father Time” was the 

God “Kronos” or “Saturnus” 

and the god in whose honor 

the December “Saturnalia” 

feast was celebrated



Isis, Queen of the Universe and Horus

I am the mother of the universe, the 
sovereign of all the elements, 
the origin before the centuries, the 
totality of the divine powers, 
the queen of the spirits, the first of the 
celestial ones.  My essence is indivisible, 
but in the world I am worshipped 
anywhere under manifold forms, with 
different rites, under different names. 
Therefore the Frigis, the first 
inhabitants of the earth, call me mother 
of the gods [Great Mother, 
Cybele]…But the … Egyptians gifted 
with the ancient knowledge, they honor 
me with rites that belong to me alone, 
and they call me with my true name: Isis 
Queen.

Isis and Horus



Isis and Horus

Isis, holding Horus Contemporary 
Mary Portrait



Magna Mater, 
Pagan Mother 

Goddess

Magna Mater
Pagan Queen Goddess of the 
Universe
Surrounded by courtiers and 
cherubs

Magna Mater, 
Mother Earth

•Oh, Queen of 
the sky, ... with 
any name, with 
any rite, under 
any aspect it is 
right to invoke 
you give me your 
help in the time of 
the extreme 
tribulations, 
consolidate my 
afflicted fortune, 
and after so 
many misfortunes 
that I have 
suffered give me 
peace and rest.



Downward Trend 3: 
Worship of Saints



Ancestor Worship 
& Patron Deities

• lares (ghosts of the dead ancestors) 

• penates (guardians of the hearth).

• numina spirits of the dead

A Roman patrician, 
carrying the busts 
of his ancestors



GRAFFITI IN TOMB INVOKING PROTECTION OF 
PETER AND PAUL



Downward Trend 4: 
Separation Between Clergy & Laity



PAGAN PRIESTS WITH MITER  HATS



90 AD, Clement of Rome 
on Clergy/Laity Distinction

• Those, therefore, who present their 
offerings at the appointed times, are 
accepted and blessed; for inasmuch 
as they follow the laws of the Lord, 
they sin not. For his own peculiar 
services are assigned to the high 
priest, and their own proper place is 
prescribed to the priests, and their 
own special ministrations devolve on 
the Levites. The layman is bound by 
the laws that pertain to laymen.
– First letter to the Corinthians, approx 90 

AD Clement of Rome 



Roman Priests: A Class Set Apart

• Not moral leaders, not 
concerned with welfare of 
an congregation

• Organized by a hierarchy of 
leadership, with Pontifex 
Maximus at top

• Wore “Regalia”
• Professionals

The Bishop’s 
Miter was first 
worn by pagan 
priests



234 AD, Origen: 
anti-marriage

• "Not fornication only, but 
even marriages make us unfit 
for ecclesiastical honors “. 

• Origen, Homilies on Luke, 
number 17 [A.D. 234]). 



Glossary
Greek 
Term

Literal 
Translatio
n

Catholic 
Equi-
valents

Protestan
t Equi-
valents

Episkopos Overseer

Superviso
r 
Guardian

Bishop Bishop 
Elder

Presbyter
ios

Elder 

Director

Senator

Priest Elder 
Pastor 
Priest

Diakonos Minister 

Servant 

Waiter

Deacon Deacon 

Minister



The “Head” of the Roman  “Church”: 
The Emperor 

(Pontifex Maximus/Supreme Pontiff)

Augustus Caesar 
with veil while 
making a sacrifice

Marcus Aurelius Making Sacrifice to Jupiter
(also veiled)



90 AD,Clement of Rome 
on Apostolic Succession???

• Our apostles also knew, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and there would be strife on account of the office of 
the episcopate. For this reason, therefore, inasmuch 
as they had obtained a perfect foreknowledge of this, 
they appointed those already mentioned, and 
afterwards gave instructions, that when these should 
fall asleep, other approved men should succeed them 
in their ministry. We are of opinion, therefore, that 
those appointed by them, or afterwards by other 
eminent men, with the consent of the whole 
Church,… cannot be justly dismissed from the 
ministry. For our sin will not be small, if we eject from 
the episcopate those who have blamelessly and holily 
fulfilled its duties. 

• First letter to the Corinthians, approx. 90 AD



175 AD Irenaeus: 
Apostolic Succession

• But, again, when we refer them to that tradition which 
originates from the apostles, [and] which is preserved by 
means of the successions of presbyters in the Churches, they 
object to tradition, saying that they themselves are wiser not 
merely than the presbyters, but even than the apostles, 
because they have discovered the unadulterated truth . . . It 
is within the power of all, therefore, in every Church, who 
may wish to see the truth, to contemplate clearly the 
tradition of the apostles manifested throughout the whole 
world; and we are in a position to reckon up those who 
were by the apostles instituted bishops in the Churches, and 
[to demonstrate] the succession of these men to our own 
times . . . For they were desirous that these men should be 
very perfect and blameless in all things, whom also they were 
leaving behind as their successors, delivering up their own 
place of government to these men.

• Against Heresies (c.130 - c.202 AD) .



Downward Trend 5: 
Losing Faith and Grace



2nd $6,000 Word
SACERDOTALISM

• Sacerdotalism: 
–The notion that 

God’s grace 
comes only 
through the 
administration of 
sacraments by an 
ordained clergy, 
controlled by a 
single Church.



Cyprian, 200-258

• From Carthage, North Africa
• Taught Lord’s Supper was a re-

sacrifice of Christ
• Urged celibacy.
• Infant Baptist
• Asserted the power of the bishops at 

a council in 251. 
• Wrote On The Unity of the Catholic 

Church, which emphasized the 
authority of Rome's bishops. 

“He can no longer 
have God for his 
father who has not 
the Church as his 
mother...there is no 
salvation outside 
the church.”

SACERDOTALIST



Ignatius: Early Sacerdotalism

• Letter to the Smyrnaeans

See that ye all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father, 
and the presbytery as ye would the apostles; and reverence the 
deacons, as being the institution of God. Let no man do anything 
connected with the Church without the bishop. Let that be deemed a 
proper Eucharist, which is [administered] either by the bishop, or by 
one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall appear, 
there let the multitude [of the people] also be; even as, wherever 
Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church. It is not lawful without the 
bishop either to baptize or to celebrate a love-feast; but whatsoever 
he shall approve of, that is also pleasing to God, so that everything that 
is done may be secure and valid.



Church Discipline:
Easy Believism vs. Lordship Salvation?

• The large number of "lapsed" (those 
who had denied the faith by sacrificing) 
caused great upheaval and turmoil in 
the church. 

• Should the church re-admit apostates? 
Unconditionally? Or should some act of 
repentance or “penance” be required 
for readmission? 

• What about those who claimed to be 
believers but who had committed a 
serious sin, like adultery or murder? 
Were those sins unforgivable? Can they 
be readmitted to church membership? 

Tertullian

“We do not 
forgive 

apostates, 
and shall we 

forgive 
adulteresses?

”



Adulterers and Apostates Readmitted

• The first to accept repentant sinners 
as a matter of policy was the bishop 
of Rome, Callistus (217-222), who 
readmitted penitent members who 
had committed adultery.

• He argued that the church was like 
Noah’s ark, containing unclean as 
well as clean animals. 

• He defended his action by claiming 
that the keys of Peter. This was the 
first time this authority was claimed 
by a bishop of Rome.

the bishop of 
Rome is the heir 

of Peter, who 
held the keys to 
bind and to loose 
the sins of men.

Callistus



251 AD, Novationist Schism: 
Conservatives vs. Liberals?

• Novatian, in 251, Bishop of 
Rome. 

• It was a time of persecution, and 
Novatian's key role was to deny 
re-admittance to the "lapsed. 

• Novation argued that only God 
could forgive sins!! The “official” 
response was that such a notion 
was heresy!! 

• Cornelius, Bishop of Rome, 
opposes Novation and sets up a 
system of “penance” that if 
followed would allow the lapsed 
to rejoin the church

“Only God 
can 

forgive 
sinners.”

Novation



10 MINUTE BREAK


