
6 A

Canon



“How We Got Our Bible”
Early Church Adopts the Canon

Randy Broberg



The Divine Inspiration of the Scriptures
• Matthew 5:17-19:  “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 

the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  18 I 
tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law until everything is accomplished.  19 Anyone who breaks one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same 
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

• Romans 15:4 :“For everything that was written in the past was written 
to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.”

• II Timothy 3:16, 17:“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  17 so that 
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

• II Peter 1:21:  “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but 
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”



Views of Inspiration

• Human origination – The Bible is a 
human document, a product of its 
culture written by people, about 
people, for people. It has no 
objective claim of authority 
beyond that which the community 
gives to it.

• Verbal Dictation: The Bible, as it 
originally existed, was “inspired” 
by the Holy Spirit and written 
“word for word” as it was dictated. 

• Plenary Inspiration: The Bible is 
“wholly” inspired by God, written 
by men, and faithfully and 
inerrantly reveals the will of God 
for man in all things necessary for 
salvation.



A Sample 
of Our 
Earliest 

Scriptures

• John 1:1:
• ENARCHHNOLOGOS



Definitions: “Bible and Scriptures”

• “Bible” comes from the Greek 
word biblia meaning “books” 
which comes from the 
Lebanon town of Bibylos, a 
major source of Papyrus Paper

• “Scripture” comes from

– the Latin word “scriptura” 
which means “writing” 
(compare “scribe” from 
“scribere” to write) 

– "Scriptures" translate two 
different Greek words 
(ta graphai and 
ta grammata ) –"the 
writings"

Papyrus, Hence 
“Paper”



Canon

• From the Greek word kanon 

• Hebrew qaneh

• “a straight rod” or “a carpenter’s 
rule” meaning “rule” or “norm”

• Canonicity – The determination by 
the church of which books have 
been inspired.

• “Canon of Scripture”: Those books 
that are recognized as officially a 
part of the Bible, that constitute 
the “word of God”, that is, 
authentic, genuine, of divine 
authority and inspired by God



Manuscripts: Codices, 
Papyrus & Parchment

Kept in St. Catherine's 
Monastery on Mount 
Sinai, this Syriac version 
of the Gospels dates to 
the 4th century.

Papyrus: P.Oxy. LXIV 4405 

Matthew XXIII 30-34; 35-39

Late 2nd/Early 3rd Cen.

We get “code”, “codify”, 
“codicile” and “codex” 
from Latin “codex” 
meaning wooden tablet 
or book.

A Codex

Parchment
Papyrus



SYNAGOGUE FROM DURA EUROPA WITH 
SCROLL SHRINE



History of Old Testament

• Old Testament books written 
between 1400 - 400 BC

• Written on clay, parchment, papyrus 
or vellum by scribes

• Moses commanded books of law be 
put in the ark of the covenant (Deut 
31:9,26)

• Later placed in temple with books 
from Joshua through David and 
Solomon added

• 50 years after the temple was 
rebuilt, Ezra collected “sacred 
writings” and added the major and 
minor prophets

• Compiled by Ezra and Nehemiah in 
400 BC

Column I 

The Great Qumran Isaiah 

Scroll



The TaNaK  (Tanakh)

The Jewish Canon is divided into 
three main sections

1. Torah (The Law)

2. Nebi’im (Prophets) 

3. Ketubim (Writings)

• TaNaK is an acronym compiled 
from the first consonants of the 
titles of each section

• A total of 24 books (39 by the 
Christian system of counting)



Septuagint (LXX)
• Alexandria Egypt c.a. 285 B.C.

• “Septuagint” means the Greek Translation of 
the Old Testament and comes from Greek 
word for seventy because created, Done, 
reputedly by 70 scholars, hence, the “LXX” or 
“70” 

– included all 39 books

– probably used by Jesus and disciples

– Includes the extra books that became the 
Apocrypha

– Represents in some areas a different 
Hebrew text copies than the Masoretic
Text

• Alexandrian Canon (pre 70 AD) includes 
Septuagint (LXX) books, Apocrypha.

• Oldest extant copies 3-4th century A.D.

Psalm 90, Greek Papyrus 
From 2nd Century



DEAD SEA SCROLLS
• Discovered in 1947 in caves near Qumran

• 11 caves with 95,000 texts or text 
fragments

• Date from the 2nd century BCE to the 1st

century CE

• Include part of every book of the Tanakh
except Esther

• Shows Reliability of copies and Masoretic
text



ISAIAH SCROLL FROM QUMRAN



The Old Testament Canon “TANAK” 
The Jewish Council of Jamnia

• Site of first major post 70 AD 
rabbinical school Council 
convened in  90 A.D. 

• Law Books of Moses are called 
the TORAH.

• Recognized current 39 books 
of Protestant “Old Testament”.  
Apocrypha excluded.

• Canon deemed “closed” at 
time of Ezra.

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 
Solomon, Esther accepted 
with reservations, established 
primarily by use 

In subsequent years, Jewish Rabbis 
also developed a tradition of “oral 
law” (MISHNA) and scriptural 
commentary (GEMARA) which 
were codified in the 6th cen AD as 
the (TALMUD), which is considered 
nearly on a par with the Tanak.



Early Christian 
Old Testament Lists

• 1st Christian list by Melito of 
Sardis (170 AD), includes all but 
Esther

• Tertullian (200 AD) listed 24 equal 
to our 39

• Origen’s (250 AD) 21 books equal 
our 39, except forgot minor 
prophets

• Athanasius (4th Cen) lists 22 equal 
to our 39 except no Esther & 
Baruch included

• Esther later accepted and Canon 
remains same to present Christian Prayer Quoting Psalms in Greek

2nd Century Papyrus from Egypt



The OT Apocryphal Books

• from the Greek word for “hidden” (contra
“apocalypse meaning revealed”)

• A group of books that are not part of the canon 
of Jewish scripture but are found in early 
Christian versions of the “Old Testament”

• Catholics hold some of them to be canonical 
“deuterocanonical”

• I-II Esdras Baruch
• Tobit Song of the 3 

Children
• Judith Story of Susannah
• Bel and the Dragonextra parts of Esther
• Wisdom Prayer of Manasses
• Ecclesiasticus I-II Macabees
• Extra parts of Daniel



SCROLL
SHRINES



The Masoretic Text (MT)

• Masoretes (600-1000 A.D.)
• Surviving manuscripts

– Cairo Codex (895 A.D.)
– Aleppo Codex (925 A.D.)
– Leningrad Codex (1009 

A.D.)
• Moses 14th century B.C.
• Difference 2,400 years !!! 



Protestant Reformers 
Reject Apocrypha, 
Follow Tanak, not 

Septuagint

• Luther’s German 
Translation of the Bible.



Catholic “Counter Reformation” Council of Trent Declares 
“Apocrypha” to be Scripture 

and Tradition to be Equal to Scripture (1563 AD)



Jewish, Catholic and Protestant Canons Compared

Arrows Identify Apocrypha



BREAK



New 
Testament 

Canon

Mosaic of Bookcase containing the 
Four Gospels in Codex Form

Most Influential Players:

Origen

Athanasias

Jerome



The Dates of Writing of 
the New Testament 

James 48 - 50 

Galatians - 50 

I and II Thessalonians - 51-
52

I and II Corinthians -55

Mark - 55

Romans - 57 

Luke & Acts 59-63 

Colossians - 60

Philemon - 61

Philippians- 61 

Ephesians - 60

Titus - 64 

I Timothy & I Peter - 64 

Jude - 65

II Timothy & II Peter - 66

Matthew - 70 

Hebrews - 70

John - 85-93

I, II, and III John - 90

Revelation of John - 95



Geographic Spread  of Gospels Accounts



The Self Testimony 
of the New Testament

• Paul claimed his teaching 
inspired of God (I Cor 2:7-13)

• John did also for his Revelation 
(Rev 1:2)

• Paul intended his epistles to be 
read aloud (Col 4:16)

• Paul wrote “these things” might 
remain “after his departure” (II 
Pet 1:15; 3:1-2)

• Paul quoted as Scripture Matt 
10:10, Luke 10:7 (I Tim 5:18)

• Peter calls Paul’s epistles “other 
scripture” (II Peter 3:15-16) The Rylands Fragment

John 18:31-33, 37 AD 130



John 11:31, 2nd

Century Papyrus

NT Canon Timeline

• Most of NT widely recognized 
as inspired by 150 AD

• Entire NT of today recognized 
as scripture by 200 AD

• “Officially” codified in 397 AD, 
Council of Carthage

• Rapidity of “canonization” :  
~10 years for 2/3 of whole

• Precludes the “oral tradition” 
modernist view of legendary 
christianity



90 AD “Canon” of Clement

John 7:32, 2nd Century Papyrus

Clement of Rome

95 AD to Corinth

• Quotes

Mt, Mk, Lk, Rom, 1Cor, Gal, 
Eph, Phil, Heb

• Alludes to

John, Acts, James,    1 Peter



100 AD “Canon” of Polycarp

Polycarp

disciple of John

bishop at Smyrna

letter to Philippi, 110

• Quotes

Mt, Lk, Rom, 1 Cor, Gal, 

Eph, Phil, 2 Thes, 1/2 Tim, 

Heb, 1 Jn, 1 Pet 

• Alludes to

Jn, Acts, 2 Cor, Col, 2 Jn



110 AD “Canon” of Ignatius

Matthew 6:9-13 in Greek 2nd Cen Papyrus

Ignatius 110 AD

• Quotes Mt, Jn, Rom, 1Cor, Gal, Eph, Phil, 

Col, 1Thes 

• Alludes to Lk, Heb, 1 Peter



110 AD Testimony of Papias 

"Mark having become the
interpreter of Peter, wrote down
accurately whatsoever he
remembered. It was not, however,
in exact order that he related the
sayings or deeds of Christ. For he
neither heard the Lord nor
accompanied Him. But afterwards,
as I said, he accompanied Peter,
who accommodated his
instructions to the necessities [of
his hearers], but with no intention
of giving a regular narrative of the
Lord’s sayings. (as quoted by Eusebius)

Codex Sinaiticus     
350 AD



Marcion’s 144 AD 
Heretical “Canon”

• Excommunicated  144 A.D.

• wrote Antitheses

• Rejected Old Testament

• Distinguished between God of 
grace and God of justice

• Established his own canon

Luke

Galatians 

I and II Thessalonians

I and II Corinthians 

Romans

Colossians

Philemon

Philippians

Ephesians



165 AD Testimony of Justin Martyr

• Martyred 165 A.D.

• cites all four Gospels and Revelation, 
Titus, others

"And on the day called Sunday, all
who live in cities or in the country
gather together to one place, and the
memoirs of the apostles or the
writings of the prophets are read, as
long as time permits; then, when the
reader has ceased, the president
verbally instructs, and exhorts to the
imitation of these good things."



175 AD Canon of Irenaeus

• 178 - 202 A.D.

• Wrote “Against the Gnostics”

• referenced Titus, Philemon, 2 
Peter, 2 John, Jude, among 
others

• 1 Clement, Shepherd of Hermes

"Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their
own dialect, while Peter and Paul were preaching at Rome, and
laying the foundations of the Church. After their departure, Mark,
the disciple and interpreter of Peter, did also hand down to us in
writing what had been preached by Peter. Luke also, the companion
of Paul, recorded in a book the Gospel preached by him. Afterwards,
John, the disciple of the Lord, who also had leaned upon His breast,
did himself publish a Gospel during his residence at Ephesus…”



180 AD Muratorian “Canon”

• Written around 180-200 A.D.
• Discovered in 1700’s
• Lacked Philemon, Hebrews, 

James, I Peter, II Peter, and III 
John

• Included Wisdom of Solomon 
and Revelation of Peter

• The canon consists of no 
mere list of the Scriptures, 
but of a survey, which 
supplies at the same time 
historical and other 
information regarding each 
book.

Hebrews 4:2, 2nd Century Papyrus



250 AD “Canon” of Origen

• 185 - 253/4 A.D.
• Cites all present N.T. 

books
• Had reservations about 

James, 2 Peter, 2 & 3 
John

"And Peter... has left one acknowledged 
epistle; perhaps also a second, but this is 
doubtful...John, who has left us one 
Gospel...also the Apocalypse...He has left also 
an epistle of very few lines; perhaps also a 
second and third; but not all consider them 
genuine, and together they do not contain 
hundred lines."

James Ch 1



405 AD
OT translated from Origen’s 

Hexapla (Gk)

So too our Lord Jesus Christ…sent his 

apostles as priests carrying well-wrought 

trumpets. First Matthew sounded the 

priestly trumpet of his Gospel. Mark also, 

and Luke, and John, each gave fourth a 

strain on their priestly trumpets. Peter 

moreover sounds with the two trumpets of 

his Epistles; James also and Jude. Still the 

number is incomplete, and John gives forth 

the trumpet sound through his Epistles and 

Apocalypse; and Luke, while describing 

the deeds of the apostles. Latest of all, 

moreover, that one comes who said, “I 

think that God has set us forth as the 

apostles last of all”, and thundering on the 

fourteen trumpets of his Epistles he threw 

down, …(Hom. In Jos. Vii, I). Circa AD 

240 (near end of Origen’s life)

Origen’s “Canon” 250 AD



Third Century Combined “Canon”

Polycarp

100 AD

Justin Martyr

150 AD

Origen

250 AD

Combined Testimony as of AD 200: 25 of 27 plus 2 
“doubtful” books

Mt, Mk, Lk, Jn, Acts, Rom, 1/2Cor, Gal, Eph, Phil, Col, 
1/2Thes, 1/2 Tim, Titus, Philemon, Heb, James, 1 Peter, [2 
Peter], 1Jn,  2Jn, [3Jn],  Jude,  Revelation

Regions Represented: Rome, Greece, Macedonia, Asia, Syria

POxy 1780 3rd

Cen AD



Final Impetus for Finalizing the Canon

“I have thought it expedient to 
instruct your Prudence to order 
50 copies of the Sacred 
Scriptures, the provision and use 
of which you know to be the 
most needful for the instruction 
of the church, to be written on 
prepared parchment, in a legible 
manner, and in a commodious 
and portable form, by 
transcribers thoroughly practiced 
in their art.” Constantine



315 “Canon” of Eusebius of Caesarea

• 260 - 340 A.D
• The Father of Church History
• Head of the library in Caesarea
• Classifies all writings into four 

categories based on the record of 
ancient witnesses

• Recognized - 4 Gospels, Acts, Epistles of Paul, 1 John, 1 Peter, Revelation

• Disputed - James, Jude, 2 Peter, 2 & 3 John

• Spurious - the Acts of Paul, the Shepherd, the Apocalypse of Peter; the Epistle 
of Barnabas, the Didache, the Gospel of the Hebrews

• Heretical - The Gospels of Peter, Thomas, Matthias, The Acts of Andrew and 
John and the Other Disciples



367 AD “Canon” of Athanasius

• 293 – 373 AD
• Chief defender of the faith 

against Arianism
• 39th Festal letter lists all 27 N.T. 

books
• Abandons Eusebius’s categories
• Reading of Didache & Shepherd 

of Hermes allowed 
• Against the OT apocrypha



Athanasius’ 
39th Festal Letter 367 A.D.

I also, having been urged by true brethren and 

having investigated the matter from the beginning, 
have decided to set forth in order the writings that 
have been put in the canon, that have been 
handed down and confirmed as divine, in order 
that every one who has been led astray may 
condemn his seducers, and that every one who has 
remained stainless may rejoice, being again 
reminded of that.

...there are also other books besides these, which have 
not indeed been put in the canon, but have been 
appointed by the Fathers as reading-matter for those 
who have just come forward and which to be instructed 
in the doctrine of piety: the Wisdom of Solomon, the 
Wisdom of Sirach, Esther, Judith, Tobias, the so-called 
Teaching [Didache] of the Apostles, and the Shepherd. 

Papyrus of the Acts, 

found at Oxyrrhynchus, 

Egypt. 3rd century AD.

Papyrus Fragment of 

Gospel of Mark. 3rd 

century AD



350 AD CODEX SINAICTICUS



350 AD
Codex Sinaiticus

• Discovered in 1859

• Dated to the 4th century

• N.T. portion well preserved

• Includes The Letter of 
Barnabas and The Shepherd 
of Hermes

The Lord's Prayer (Luke xi, 2-4) 
from the Codex Sinaiticus. In the 
margin, the petition 'and deliver 
us from evil' originally omitted, 
was inserted by a corrector.



393 AD 
Canon Confirmed

• Council of Hippo, 393, adopts the 
current 27 books of the New 
Testament. 

• Council of Carthage confirms it in 397.

• Eastern church didn’t agree until 508.

• Coptics Still have a slightly Different 
Canon

Jerome



How Did they Finally Decide What Books 
Should be in the New Testament?

• Was the book in use by 
the churches from the 
earliest period?

• Was it written by an 
apostle or one closely 
acquainted with an 
apostle?

• Had the book 
evidenced power  in 
the lives of believers?

• Was the book widely 
accepted by the 
Church?



Date (AD) 90- 100- 110- 120- 130- 140- 150- 160- 170- 180- 190-

Referred to by Clement Poly carp Didache Ryland's Barnabas Papius Justin Tatian Theophilus Clement

(of  Rome) Ignatius Hermas Gos.Trth Irenaeus Muratorian (of  Alex,)

w/Clement Marcion Hegesippus Syriac

95-110  Latin, Old

Book written 90- 100- 110- 120- 130- 140- 150- 160- 170- 180- 190-

James 45-48 ? ? H? B?

Gal 48/57 C YES H B GTM JI MSL C

Thess 51-52 YES D? H GTM I MSL C

Cor 55-58 C YES D? H B GTM JI MSL C

Rom 58 C YES GTM JI MSL T C

Phil 60 C YES GTM I MSL       C

Eph 60 C YES H GTM I MSL C

Col 60 YES B GTM JI MSL T C

Philemon 61 GTM MS

Luke-Acts 58-61 C YES D GTM JIH TMSL C

1 Tim 64-65 YES B GT JI MSL T C

Titus 64-65 B GT JI MSL T C

2 Tim 68 YES B GT JI MSL T C

Heb 65-70 C YES GT J S

Matt 50-70 C YES D,I H B PGT JIH T(M)SL T

Mark 65-70 C YES PGT JI T(M)SL C

1 Peter 65-67 C YES H B I L T C

2 Peter 67-68 ? D? H? S C

Jude 68, 80 H MS T C

1 John 85-90 YES P I ML                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       C

2 John 85-90 YES M

3 John 85-90

John 85-90 C YES R B PGT JI TMSL T

Rev elation 95-96 ? D? B? GT JI ML C

Timeline of NT Canon



PSEUDOGRAPHIA
Books that Didn’t Make the Cut

Codex Sinaiticus

• 17 NT apocrypha books 
• ~280 pseudopigrapha
• Edwin Yamauchi 

“ (they) ... are all patently 
secondary and legendary or 
obviously slanted.  ... The 
extra-canonical literature, 
taken as a whole, manifests a 
surprising poverty. The bulk of 
it is legendary, and bears the 
clear mark of forgery. Only 
here and there, amid a mass of 
worthless rubbish, do we come 
across a priceless jewel.”

Never accepted by any council 
among early churches



Testimony of Eusebius 
on Heretical Books

To none of these has any who belonged to the succession of 
ecclesiastical writers ever thought it right to refer in his writings. 
Moreover, the character of the style also is far removed from 
apostolic usage, and the thought and purport of their contents 
are completely out of harmony with true orthodoxy and clearly 
show themselves that they are the forgeries of heretics. For this 
reason they ought not to be reckoned among the spurious 
books, but are to be cast aside as altogether absurd and impious.



First Clement And Shepherd Of Hermes
• First Clement 
• Written 95/6 A.D. to the Corinthians during 

the reign of Nerva
• Manuscript discovered in 1873
• Rome portrayed in a positive light
• Encourages  peace, unity & order 
• Discusses Phoenix Legend Seriously!

• The Shepherd of Hermas

• Middle of 2nd century

• Widely popular

• Religious allegory where a rugged 
Shepherd guides Hermas

• Calls for repentance and strict morality

• Only 3 incomplete Greek texts remain



The Didache

• The Teaching composed in 
late 1st century or early 2nd

Cen.
• May have been written in 

Antioch of Syria
• Composed of two parts

– Instruction of the 2 
ways

– Manual for order & 
practice

• Oldest known Eucharistic 
prayers

• Valuable source for 
knowledge about forms of 
worship in early church



Secret Mark Gospel And Gospel Of Peter

• “Secret” Mark
• Theory that many teachers reserved special teachings for 

closest followers

• Clement of Alexandria believed this was a special version 
of Gospel of Mark reserved for Jesus’ secret teachings

• Copy discovered 1958

• Parallels with raising of Lazarus in John 11

• The Gospel of Peter
• Discovered in the winter of 1886/7 in Egypt
• Written in Syria in the early 2nd century
• Details the passion story with embellishments
• Blames the Jews and exonerates Pilate
• Close parallels with Matthew
• Includes scene of Jesus’ actual resurrection



Acts of Paul and 
Gospel According to the Hebrews

• The Acts of Paul 
– Composed in Rome around 170 A.D.
– Popular “romance” novel
– Contains the journeys of Paul & Thecla
– Fanciful stories - the baptism of the lion
– “A man small in size, with a bald head and crooked legs; in 

good health; with eyebrows that met and a rather 
prominent nose; full of grace, for sometimes he looked 
like a man and sometimes he looked like an angel.” 

• The Gospel According to the Hebrews
• “And when the Lord had given the cloth to the servant of the 

priest, he went to James and appeared to him. For James had 
sworn that he would not eat bread from that hour in which he 
had drunk the cup of the Lord until he should see him risen 
from among them that sleep. And ... the Lord said: Bring a 
table and bread! And ... he took the bread, blessed it, and 
brake it, and gave it to James the Just and said to him: My 
brother, eat thy bread, for the Son of man is risen from among 
them that sleep.



The Acts of John

• Second half of 2nd century written in Ephesus
• Written by Leucius a companion of John
• Obvious Docetist theology
• Jesus appears in many forms
• Contains popular stories that have been 

“Christianized”

”... Sometimes when I meant to touch him *Jesus+, I met with a material and solid 
body; but at other times when I felt him, his substance was immaterial and 
incorporeal, as if it did not exist at all ... And I often wished, as I walked with him, 
to see his footprint, whether it appeared on the ground (for I saw him as it were 
raised up from the earth), and I never saw it. “

“The disciples said to Jesus: We know that you will depart from us. Who is to be 
our leader? Jesus said to them: Wherever you are, you are to go to James the 

righteous, for whose sake heaven and earth came into being.”



The Infancy Gospels

• Infancy Gospel of Thomas
• Dated ca. 150 AD
• Portrays child Jesus using 

divine power selfishly and 
vindictively, sort of a “Harry 
Potter” type child.

• Jesus grows in maturity and 
awareness of the need to 
use powers for good

• Infancy Gospel of James:

• Also known as 
Protoevangelium of James

• Personal history of Mary, 
mother of Jesus

• Mary the result of 
miraculous birth

• Joseph Mary’s guardian, not 
husband

• Mary a perpetual virgin 

• Contributed significantly to 
Mariolotry



The Gospel of Thomas
• Gnostic teachings.
• Middle of second century
• Discovered at Nag Hammadi, 20th cen.
• 114 sayings of Jesus in the form of proverbs, 

parables & prophecies
• 79 sayings parallel the Canonical Gospels
• Jesus as wisdom sage, not savior

Jesus said: "The kingdom of the [Father] is like a certain woman 
who was carrying a [jar] full of meal. While she was walking [on 
the] road, still some distance from home, the handle of the jar 
broke and the meal emptied out behind her [on] the road. She did 
not realize it; she had noticed no accident. When she reached her 
house, she set the jar down and found it empty".



Author Date Oldest Copy Interval Copies

Aristophanes 400 BC AD 900 1,300 years 45

Aristotle 340 BC AD 1100 1,450 years 5

Demosthenes 300 BC AD 1100 1,400 years 200

Julius Caesar 50 BC AD 900 950 years 10

Herodotus 435 BC AD 900 1,350 years 8

Homer 800 BC AD 100 900 years 643

Plato 360 BC AD 800 1,150 years 15

Sophocles 415 BC AD 1000 1,400 years 7

Thucydides 410 BC AD 900 1,300 years 8

Old Testament 1500 BC –

500 BC
200 BC 200-400 

years
5,000

New Testament AD 50-90 AD 125 50 years 8,000

Textual Evidence for Ancient Manuscripts



For Roman Catholics and Eastern 
Orthodox, Is the Canon Closed?

• Protestants allowing each person to interpret truth on his or her 
own is dangerous and "the sin of the Reformation." RCC and 
Orthodox believes that the Spirit speaks through apostolic 
tradition, expressed through Scripture, the ecumenical councils, 
and to a lesser degree, the church fathers, liturgy, canon law, and 
icons. 

• ‘The Church gave us the Scriptures; the Scriptures didn’t give us 
the Church.’

• converts to Eastern Orthodox Churches vow to "accept and 
understand Holy Scripture in accordance with the interpretation 
which was and is held by the Holy Orthodox Catholic Church of the 
East, our Mother." 



Work of the Holy Spirit

“Inspired” One Representative Flow

God
Human 

Author’s Mind
Original

Manuscripts of 
the Bible

Modern 
English 

Translations

Modern Greek 
& Hebrew 

Bibles

Collection of the 
66 books of the 

Bible

Thoughts in 
Our Minds Transformation 

in our Lives

Revelation Inspiration

Translation Text Criticism

Application Witness

cf. John, 14:26; 15:26; Psalm 139


