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Review: 
Reasons to Study Church History

• Know God better

• Makes you more open minded,

• Understand contemporary issues.

• Understand that doctrines have 
consequences.



Review: 
Reasons to Study Church History

• Understand your roots

• Discover things in common

• Evaluate false teaching

• Defend your faith

• Better understand the Gospel

• Better share it



Review 
Church History Part 1

The Early Church: Persecuted and Imperial





Review: The Church’s First 500 Years

Church AD 50 AD 500

Governance Independent local churches Episcopal Hierarchy of priests, 

bishops and archbishops

Worship House Churches, Preaching, 

Spiritual Gifts, Singing

Basilicas, Temples, Liturgy, Rituals, 

Ceremony

Baptism Believers, by immersion Infants, by immersion and some 

pouring

Lord’s Supper Agape Feast of Thanksgiving. “Mass” repeated sacrifice of Christ. 

Real Presence

Church & State Persecuted by State Merged with State, persecuting 

others

Prophecy Imminent return of Christ 

expected

Christ’s kingdom on earth is the 

Church

Salvation By grace through faith Sacramentalism & Sacerdotalism



Review 
Church History Part 2

The Middle Ages: 
sacramentalism and sacerdotalism





Review: The Church at 1300

Church AD 1300

Governance Episcopal Hierarchy of priests, bishops and archbishops, Infallible 

Papacy, Simony, Required Celibacy, Concubinage, Nepotism, 

Pluralism, Absenteeism, Interdicts, Wealth, Privilege, split with East

Worship Basilicas, Temples, Liturgy, Rituals, Ceremony, Pilgrimages, Relics, 

Mary & Saint Worship, Latin, Monasticism, chants, smells & bells

Baptism Infants, by immersion and some pouring. Legally required infant 

baptisms, baptismal regeneration

Lord’s Supper “Mass” repeated sacrifice of Christ. Real Presence, 

Transubstantiation, Denial of Cup to all but priests

Church & State Merged with State, persecuting others, Crusades, Inquisitions and 

Papal Supremacy

Prophecy Christ’s kingdom on earth is the Church, viewed as literally fulfilled 

.through the papacy . Replacement Theology.

Salvation Sacramentalism & Sacerdotalism, faith + works



Some Abuses in the Church, 1300 AD

• Indulgences 

• Nepotism

• Simony

• Pluralism

• Absenteeism

• Concubinage



“Donation of 

Constantine”

Proven Forgery, 1440

• supposed grant by 
Constantine to 
Pope

• Sylvester I (314–
335) and his 
successors of 
– (1) spiritual 

supremacy over the 
other patriarchates 
and over all matters 
of faith and 
worship, and 

– (2) temporal 
dominion over 
Rome and the 
entire Western 
Empire. 



Last Three Popes 
before 1500

• Sixtus IV (1471-1484) 

– Built Sistine Chapel with brothel licenses  

– Nepotism 

– Spanish Inquisition 

– Engaged in war to expand papal 
territories.

• Innocent VIII (1484-1492) 

– weak and dominated by Cardinals

– inexperienced, loose-living and left the 
Papacy in financial and political chaos

• Alexander VI (1492-1503) 

– gained Papacy through bribery

– Fathered 8 children with 3 women 

– "Flee, we are in the hands of a wolf!"

– Divided the world between Spain and 
Portugal.

– Opposed Savonarola

Pope Alexander VI



POPES’ POWER 
QUESTIONED



The Renaissance:

AD FONTES

Fortuna  (Lady Luck) 
with “Wheel of Fortune”



Marsilius of Padua 
(1280-1343)

• only the Church was 
infallible, not the 
Pope. 

• the papacy was not 
divinely created; it 
was created by the 
Christian community 
and could be 
abolished



William of 
Ockham 

(c. 1285-1349)

• Popes could err in 
spiritual interpretation

• Heretical popes could 
be removed from office



Conciliar
Movement 

(1409-49)

“The holy Council 
of Constance holds 
its power direct 
from Christ; 
everyone, no 
matter what his 
rank or office, even 
if it be Papal, is 
bound to obey it.”



Council of 
Basel (1431-

1449)

• authority in 
church council, 
not Pope

• Spiritual authority 
of Papacy 
decreased

• Royal power 
increased



Turks capture Constantinople 1453

Church of Hagia Sophia Converted into a Mosque



RENEWAL OF PERSONAL PIETY



Meister (Master) Eckhart (1260-1327)

• God is NOT knowable by 
study or rational argument

• True knowledge of God is 
intuitive and achieved only 
by mystical contemplation

• Individual soul has a 
"spark" of the divine, an 
inner knowledge of 
Himself that God has 
placed in each soul.

The aim of the Christian 
should be union of the 

spirit with God by a fusion 
of the human essence 

during an ecstatic 
experience.



“Brethren of the Common Life”
Followed Devotia Moderna (1340-84)

• believed that religion is 
to love God and worship 
him, not the taking of 
special vows or studying 
theology. 

• living a spiritual life is of 
central importance, not 
arguing doctrine. 

• immerse oneself in the 
life of Jesus and imitate 
the life of Christ.

Cloister



Thomas a Kempis (c. 1380-1471)
“Bear Your Cross”

• Wrote The Imitation of 
Christ, the most 
influential devotional 
work in Christian 
literature after the 
Bible. 

• all individual Christians 
could appeal directly 
to God. Priests and the 
church were not 
intermediaries.

"Disdain that which is 
superficial, dedicate yourself 
to your inner being and you 

shall see that the Kingdom of 
God grows inside you."



The Imitation of Christ 
• JESUS has always many who love His heavenly kingdom, but 

few who bear His cross. 
• He has many who desire consolation, but few who care for 

trial. He finds many to share His table, but few to take part in 
His fasting. 

• All desire to be happy with Him; few wish to suffer anything 
for Him. Many follow Him to the breaking of bread, but few to 
the drinking of the chalice of His passion. 

• Many revere His miracles; few approach the shame of the 
Cross. 

• Many love Him as long as they encounter no hardship; many 
praise and bless Him as long as they receive some comfort 
from Him. But if Jesus hides Himself and leaves them for a 
while, they fall either into complaints or into deep dejection. 

• Those, on the contrary, who love Him for His own sake and 
not for any comfort of their own, bless Him in all trial and 
anguish of heart as well as in the bliss of consolation



The Royal Road of the Holy Cross:
• If you carry the cross willingly, it will carry and lead you to the 

desired goal where indeed there shall be no more suffering, but 
here there shall be. 

• If you carry it unwillingly, you create a burden for yourself and 
increase the load, though still you have to bear it. If you cast 
away one cross, you will find another and perhaps a heavier one. 

• Do you expect to escape what no mortal man can ever avoid? 
Which of the saints was without a cross or trial on this earth? …

• The whole life of Christ was a cross and a martyrdom, and do 
you seek rest and enjoyment for yourself?

• You deceive yourself, you are mistaken if you seek anything but 
to suffer, for this mortal life is full of miseries and marked with 
crosses on all sides. Indeed, the more spiritual progress a person 
makes, so much heavier will he frequently find the cross, 
because as his love increases, the pain of his exile also increases. 



Thomas a’ Kempis on 
Piety vs. Doctrine

• “What good is it for you to be able to discuss the Trinity 
with great profundi

• ty, if you lack humility, and thereby offend the Trinity?  
Verily, high sounding words do not make one holy and 
just. But a life of virtue makes one acceptable to God. It 
is better to feel repentance, than to be able to define it. 

• Were you to memorize the entire Bible and all the 
sayings of the philosophers, what good would this be 
for you without the love of God and without grace? 
Vanity of vanities. All is vanity, except loving God and 
serving only God.”

• Imitation of Christ, 1.1.3.



Savanorola
(1452-1498)

• Italian preacher, religious reformer, 
and martyr.

• He joined the Dominican order in 
1475 and was sent to Florence to 
lecture at the convent of San Marco, 
where he became known for his 
learning and asceticism. 

• Savonarola became abbot of San 
Marco at Florence. 

• Savonarola preached to 
congregations of 15,000 in the 
Duomo!

“I say to you, the Church of God 
must be renewed, and it will be 
soon.”



Savonarola’s Message

• When he began to preach, his strong 

sense of right drove him to denounce the 

sins of the day. 

• At first his sermons were too scholarly 

for the masses, but he simplified them. 

• Large audiences heard him utter dark 

prophecies about the future of Italy and 

Florence and exclaim that the church 

was a prostitute. 

• He preached that the church needed 

reforming, that it would be scourged and 

then renewed.

• Savonarola denounced the pope's sins 

and called on Europe's leaders to throw 

him out of office. 

No building could hold the 
thousands who came for his 
sermons.



Savonarola Martyred, 
1498

• Savonarola was 
tortured.

• Savonarola was 
tried, convicted of 
heresy, and hanged 
and burned.

• As the reformer's 
body was dumped 
into the fire, 
scoffers shouted, "If 
you can work 
miracles, work one 
now!" His hand 
flew up, two fingers 
extended, as if 
blessing the crowd. 

Burning of Savanorola



Questions to Consider

• Is God knowable? How do we know him? 
How important study vs meditation and 
contemplation?

• What’s your pray/read ratio? Is it the 
right ratio?

• Is Piety in conflict with doctrine or does 
“right thinking lead to right living”?

• Can one be virtuous in contemplative 
isolation or is some impact on life and 
the world required? Is God pleased if you 
are just holy in a private or family way or 
do you need to advance His Kingdom?


