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REVIEW AGAIN:
the Reformers before the Reformers

ISSUE REFORMERS RESULT

Papal Power Councilor Movement Curbed Popes a little.

Church Corruption Savanarola,
Wycliffe,
Huss

Little Progress in lifetime
but fixed later

Church/State Merger Wycliffe
Huss

No progress

True Church Wycliffe
Huss

Influenced Protestants

Mass Wycliffe
Huss

Influenced Protestants

Indulgences Wycliffe
Huss

Influenced Protestants





John Huss (or Jan Hus) c. 1370-1415

• University of Prague professor ,
Dean and Rector.

• ordained priest.
• The theological writings of

Wycliffe spread widely in
Bohemia. Huss was greatly
moved by them.

• John Huss begins lecturing on
theology and spreads Wycliffe's
ideas.



Huss: Vernacular Bible Preacher, 1402

• In 1402 Huss
was appointed
preacher of the
Bethlehem
Church in
Prague, where
he preached in
the Czech
language.

• This church
was purely for
sermons and
held 3,000
people! Bethlehem Chapel Interior

Pulpit



Huss On the
Church

• Abuses:
– attacked clerical power and

privileges.
• Membership:

– the Church is “the congregation of
the faithful to be saved….”

– Neither external membership in the
Church nor churchly offices and
dignities are a surety that the persons
in question are members of the true
Church.

• On Church and State:
– separate spheres of civil and

churchly power;
• Celibacy:

– “Didn’t God ordain marriage as a
means to satisfy the craving for love
in all men?”

Bethlehem Chapel in Prague



Huss on the Papacy

• If he who is to be called Peter’s vicar follows
in the paths of virtue, we believe that he is
his true vicar and the chief pontiff of the
church over which he rules. But, if he walks
in the opposite paths, then he is the legate of
antichrist at variance with Peter and Jesus
Christ . .

• No Pope is the manifest and true successor
of Peter, the prince of the apostles, if in
morals he lives at variance with the
principles of Peter; and if he is avaricious,
then is the vicar of Judas, who loved the
reward of iniquity and sold Jesus Christ . . .

• “As for the argument that the Pope is the
most holy father who cannot sin, I deny it; for
it is our Father most holy, the Lord God, who
alone cannot sin.”

“Many Popes were heretics or“Many Popes were heretics or
evil.”evil.”
“It is no article of faith that“It is no article of faith that
one must obey the Pope to beone must obey the Pope to be
saved.”saved.”
“Christ is head of the church,“Christ is head of the church,
not the Pope.”not the Pope.”



Indulgences,
1411

• In 1411 in Prague there developed a
traffic in indulgences.

• Huss, following the example of
Wycliffe, opposed them in his
Cruciata.

• A few days afterward the people burnt
the papal bulls.

• the faculty condemned the ideas of
Huss.

• in 1412, when he preached against the
indulgences that the third Pope (now
John XXIII) was selling with King
Wenceslas to finance his struggle
against the other two Popes, the king
became angry with Hus. Now there
was no protector.

Picture of an Indulgence



Huss on
Indulgences

“Man obtains forgiveness of sins by real
repentance, not for money. “
“It is not possible for a priest to loose or
bind anything, unless such loosing and
binding takes place in heaven;. . . The
ignorant think that the priest binds and
looses in time first and after him God. It
is folly to have this opinion. God’s act of
binding or loosing is absolutely first. And
it is evident, it would be blasphemy to
assert that a man may remit an offense
done to so great a Lord, without the Lord
himself approving the remission . . . “
“Nothing appears more godless to me
than to commercialize the forgiveness of
sins, to deceive…people that heaven
might be bought for a few farthings.”



Other Hussite
Doctrines

• On Scripture

– Supported vernacular translations of the
Bible.

– the supremacy of the Bible's authority
over the Church;

• On The Eucharist

– Bread and wine remained bread and
wine.

– that Communion should be served "in
both kinds," that is, both the bread and
the cup.

– “The doctrine of transubstantiation is
repugnant to me. Just as nobody can
really create blood out of water and
wine, so nobody an create flesh out of
dough.” The Chalice

became a symbol of Hussism



Controversy over Wycliff

• 1408, Huss defends
Wycliffe against
condemnation..

• 1409 Pope issued his
bull empowering the
archbishop to proceed
against Wycliffism-- all
books of Wycliffe were
to be given up, his
doctrines revoked, and
free preaching
discontinued.

"Even if I should stand
before the stake which
has been prepared for
me, I would never
accept the
recommendation of the
theological faculty."



1410 Huss in Exile

• 1410 Huss banned from preaching in all
chapels (and with that in the Bethlehem
Church) as a Wycliffite

• He continued to preach in the Bethlehem
chapel, and became bolder and bolder in
his accusations of the Church.

• Interdict was pronounced against Prague.
• 1411, Huss is excommunicated and must

leave Prague.
• The Bohemian nobles give Huss

protection.
• At the castle of one of his protectors Huss

wrote treatises with the result that
Bohemian Wycliffism was carried into
Poland, Hungary, Croatia, and Austria.



The Council of
Constance, 1414

• Huss goes voluntarily, and with Imperial safe conduct,
to a general council of the Church at Constance.

• From the sermons which he took along, it is evident
that he purposed to convert the assembled fathers to his
own (i.e., Wycliffe's) principal doctrines.

• In the beginning Huss was at liberty, but after a few
weeks his opponents imprisoned him for seventy-three
days, separated from his friends, chained day and night,
poorly fed, and tortured by disease.



“Errors” of Huss, According to Council of
Constance: Papacy

• 7. Peter is not nor ever was the head of the Holy Catholic Church.
• 9. The papal dignity has sprung up from Caesar, and the perfection and

institution of the pope have emanated from the power of Caesar.
• 10. No one without revelation would have asserted reasonably regarding

himself or anyone else that he was the head of a particular church, nor is the
Roman Pontiff the head of a particular Roman Church.

• 12. No one takes the place of Christ or of Peter unless he follows him in
character, since no other succession is more important ….

• 13. The pope is not the true and manifest successor of Peter, the first of the
apostles, if he lives in a manner contrary to Peter; and if he be avaricious, then
he is the vicar of Judas Iscariot….

• 20. If the Pope is wicked and especially if he is foreknown, then as Judas, the
Apostle, he is of the devil, a thief, and a son of perdition, and he is not the head
of the holy militant Church, since he is not a member of it.

• 28. Christ through His true disciples scattered through the world would rule
His Church better without such monstrous heads.



Trial of Huss

• On June 5 he was tried for the
first time.

• He acknowledged the writings
as his own, and declared himself
willing to recant, if errors should
be proven to him. If his reasons
and Bible texts did not suffice,
he would be glad to be
instructed.

• After the trial several other
attempts were made to induce
him to recant, but he resisted all
of them.

“I will recant if you instruct
me by better and more
relevant Scripture.
Otherwise, I fear to do so,
lest I be a liar in the sight of
the Lord and also lest I
offend my own conscience
and the truth of God.”



Condemnation and Execution

• The condemnation took place in the cathedral. After the
performance of high mass and liturgy, Huss was led into the
church. The bishop of Lodi delivered an oration on the duty of
eradicating heresy; then some theses of Huss and Wycliffe and a
report of his trial were read.

• , An Italian prelate pronounced the sentence of condemnation
upon Huss and his writings.

• Again he protested loudly, saying that even at this hour he did
not wish anything but to be convinced from Holy Scripture.

• He fell upon his knees and asked God with a low voice to forgive
all his enemies.

• Then followed his degradation--he was enrobed in priestly
vestments and again asked to recant; again he refused.

• With curses his ornaments were taken from him, his priestly
tonsure was destroyed, and the sentence was pronounced that
the Church had deprived him of all rights and delivered him to
the secular powers.



Huss Burned At The
Stake, 1415

• Thus Huss was led away to the stake
with a high paper hat upon his head,
with the inscription “Heretic”.

• At the place of execution he knelt
down, spread out his hands, and
prayed aloud.

• Some of the people asked that a
confessor should he given him, but a
priest exclaimed, a heretic should
neither be heard nor given a confess.

• The executioners undressed Huss and
tied his hands behind his back with
ropes, and his neck with a chain to a
stake around which wood and straw
had been piled up so that it covered
him to the neck.

• Thereupon the fire was kindled.





John Huss’ Last Words

• With uplifted voice Huss sang, "Christ, thou Son of the living God,
have mercy upon me." When he started this for the third time and
continued "who art born of Mary the virgin," the wind blew the flame
into his face; he still moved lips and head, and then died of
suffocation. His clothes were thrown into the fire, his ashes gathered
and cast into the nearby Rhine.

God is my witness, I have never taught that of which I have been
accused by false witnesses. The evidence against me is false. I have
never thought nor preached except with the one intention of winning
men, if possible, from their sins. I am willing, patiently and publicly
to endure this dreadful, shameful and cruel death for the sake of they
gospel and the preaching of thy Word. In the truth of the Gospel
which I have written, taught, and preached I will die to-day with
gladness. Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. "





Effect in Bohemia of Death of Huss

• The Czech people, who in his
lifetime had loved Huss e, now
adored him as their saint and
martyr.

• A league was formed by certain
lords who pledged themselves to
protect the free preaching of the
Gospel upon all their
possessions and estates, and to
obey the power of the bishops
only in case their orders
accorded with the injunctions of
the Bible.



Pope Calls for Crusade Against Bohemia’s
Heretics, 1427

• Pope Martin V called upon
all Christians of the west to
take up arms against the
Hussites, and there followed
a twelve-years' war which
was carried on by the
Hussites at first defensively,
but after 1427 they assumed
the offensive.

• Husites believed the Lord’s
return was imminent and that
the RCC was the “whore of
Babylon.”



The Hussite “Brethren”
1467

• Another segment of Hussites,
Unitas Fratrum, set up an
independent organization in 1467

• It lasted until the Counter-
Reformation.

• communicated with other
Protestants after the outbreak of
the Reformation, although it was
later suppressed in the religious
wars.

• This group became the precursors
of the Moravian church, later to
become so influential in the life of
John Wesley.


