
  Separatists 

 



Radical Groups Emerge 

• Levelers  

– Named after the early rioters 
against enclosure who 'levelled' 
fences erected by landlords 
around former common lands 

– universal male suffrage 

– supported a abolition of 
censorship, and disestablishment 
of the Church of England.  

• Fifth Monarchy - waiting for the 
second coming of Christ 

• Diggers - agrarian communists 
against private property 

• Ranters 

 

'the poorest he that 

is in England hath a 

life to live as the 

greatest he' 



Seventh Day Baptists 

• the Seventh Day Baptists. . . 

enjoyed less toleration in 

permissive periods than their 

General or Particular brethren. 

This was obviously due to their 

position on the Sabbath, which 

resulted in their being grouped 

with such extremists . . .― 

– The Baptists by William 

H. Brackney, p.  



English 

Baptist 

Distinctives 

• Separatism 

• Congregationalism 

• Believers Baptism 

• Baptist worship is centered around the 

exposition of the scriptures in a 

sermon.  

• Lay Preachers (brewmasters, tinkers, 

etc.) 

• Extemporaneous prayer  

• hymn-singing. 

• frequently endured intolerance and 

persecution by Anglicans AND 

Presbyterians.  Pastor Kiffin, former 

brewmaster 



Baptists were Separatists 

• Church is Separate from the State 

• Both referred to themselves as "baptized believers," "antipedo-
baptists," "Churches of the baptized way," or "baptized saints.― 

• Both viewed the invisible church as the elect of God, known 
ultimately to God‖ and also believed the visible church was a 
―company of visible saints, called and separated from the world ... to 
the visible profession of the faith― 

• "Baptist understanding of the Church is that the "true church is 
composed of true believers." Baptists followed the lead of 
Anabaptists, Puritans, Separatists, and others in Radical Protestantism 
in eschewing parish forms of Christianity or pedobaptist practices…. 
. .― 
– The Baptists by William H. Brackney, p. 37 



Baptists Were Not Pacifists 

• "One of the marked distinctions between Baptists 

and the true Anabaptists was the willingness of the 

Baptists to bear arms. ― 

– The Baptists by William H. Brackney, p.8 

• Baptists wanted especially to correct the belief that 

they were Anabaptists  

• Affirmed "that a civil Magistracy is an ordinance of 

God," they promised that "in all lawful things" 

they would be subject to the King and a freely 

chosen Parliament.  

• vowed to defend the King and rulers of Parliament 

with their "persons, liberties, and estates, 

…yet…remembering always we ought to obey 

God rather than men...."  
King James 



John Bunyan 

1628-1688 

• Tinker! 

• Soldier 

• After an initial period of Anglican conformity 
in which he went regularly to church, he gave 
up, slowly and grudgingly, his favorite 
recreations of dancing and bell ringing and 
sports on the village green and began to 
concentrate on his inner life.  

• Then came agonizing temptations to spiritual 
despair lasting for several years. The ―storms‖ 
of temptation, as he calls them, buffeted him 
with almost physical violence; voices urged 
him to blaspheme; the texts of Scriptures, 
which seemed to him to threaten damnation, 
took on personal shape and ―did pinch him 
very sore.‖  

• Finally one morning he believed that he had 
surrendered to these voices of Satan and had 
betrayed Christ: ―Down I fell as a bird that is 
shot from the tree.‖  

 



Bunyan the Baptist Preacher 1650-1660  
• The Bedford community practiced adult 

Baptism by immersion, but it was an open-

communion church, admitting all who 

professed ―faith in Christ and holiness of life.‖  

• Bunyan soon proved his talents as a lay 

preacher.  

• his main activity in 1655–60 was in 

controversy with the early Quakers, both in 

public debate up and down the market towns 

of Bedfordshire and in his first printed works, 

Some Gospel Truths Opened (1656) and A 

Vindication of Some Gospel Truths Opened 

(1657).  



Bunyan In Prison,1660-1672 

 

• On Nov. 12, 1660, at Lower Samsell in South Bedfordshire, Bunyan 
was brought before a local magistrate and, under an old Elizabethan 
act, charged with holding a service not in conformity with those of 
the Church of England. He refused to give an assurance that he would 
not repeat the offense, was condemned at the assizes in January 1661, 
and was imprisoned in the county jail.  

• In spite of the courageous efforts of his second wife (he had married 
again in 1659) to have his case brought up at the assizes, he remained 
in prison for 12 years.  

• his spiritual autobiography, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, 
appeared in 1666 



Bunyan’s Later Years 

• Bunyan's release from prison came in March 

1672 under Charles II's  Declaration of 

Indulgence to the Nonconformists.  

• he received a license to preach together with 25 

other Nonconformist ministers in Bedfordshire 

and the surrounding counties.  

• His nickname ―Bishop Bunyan‖ suggests that he 

became the organizing genius in the area.  

• When persecution was renewed he was again 

imprisoned for illegal preaching for six months.  



The Pilgrim's Progress (1678) 
• book that was the most characteristic expression 

of the Puritan religious outlook.  

• Until the 19th century, The Pilgrim's Progress, 
like the Bible, was to be found in every English 
home and was known to every ordinary reader 

• It was largely written during this period of 
imprisonment  

• It is a prose allegory that tells of the religious 
conversion of Christian, and his religious life—
conceived as a pilgrimage—in this world, until 
he comes to the River of Death, and the Celestial 
City which lies beyond it.  



Bunyan’s  

The Holy War (1682) 

• The town of Mansoul is besieged by the hosts 
of the devil, is relieved by the army of 
Emanuel, and is later undermined by further 
diabolic attacks and plots against his rule. 

• The metaphor works on several levels; it 
represents the conversion and backslidings of 
the individual soul, as well as the story of 
mankind from the Fall through to the 
Redemption and the Last Judgment; thereis 
even a more precise historical level of allegory 
relating to the persecution of Nonconformists 
under Charles II.  



John Owen, 1616-1683 
“The Calvin of England” 

John Owen, 

It is better for 500 errors to be 

scattered among individuals 

than for one error to have 

power and jurisdiction over all 

others  

" Without absolutes revealed from 

without by God Himself, we are left 

rudderless in a sea of conflicting ideas 

about manners, justice and right and 

wrong, issuing from a multitude of self-

opinionated thinkers."  



Owen as Cromwell’s  

Chief Religious Advisor 

• advocate of Congregationalism  

• studying at Oxford by age 12.  

• Driven from Oxford in 1637 by Archbishop 

Laud  

• His frequent preaching before Parliament led to 

his attachment to Cromwell.  

• Chief Religious Aide to Oliver Cromwell 

– accompanied Cromwell on his military ventures to 

Ireland and Scotland (1649–50). 

– guided the religious settlement under Cromwell.  

– Owen opposed plans to offer the English crown to 

Cromwell  

"The foundation of true 

holiness and true Christian 

worship is the doctrine of 

the gospel, what we are to 

believe. So when Christian 

doctrine is neglected, 

forsaken, or corrupted, true 

holiness and worship will 

also be neglected, forsaken, 

and corrupted."  



John Owen 

Writings  

• Among his works are historical treatises on 
religion, several studies of the doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit, and defenses of 
Nonconformist views and a rebuke of 
Arminianism  

• His works comprise 24 volumes  

• Owen influenced the development of 
Puritan and Baptist theology 

• His books include Communion with God, Sin 
and Temptation, Christians Are Forever, and 
the classic The Death of Death in the Death of 
Christ. 

• He maintained that the ―reformation of 
England shall be more glorious than of any 
Nation in the world, being carried on, 
neither by might nor power, but only by 
the spirit of the Lord of Hosts.‖  

"We need to attend 

diligently to the state of 

our soul, and to deal 

fervently and 

effectively with God 

about it."  



• "When someone acts weak, negligent, or casual in a duty—

performing it carelessly or lifelessly, without any genuine 

satisfaction, joy, or interest—he has already entered into 

the spirit that will lead him into trouble. How many we see 

today who have departed from warmhearted service and 

have become negligent, careless, and indifferent in their 

prayer life or in the reading of the Scriptures. For each one 

who escapes this peril, a hundred others will be ensnared. 

Then it may be too late to acknowledge, "I neglected 

private prayer," or "I did not meditate on God's Word," or 

"I did not hear what I should have listened to.“ 

John Owen Quotes 



More John Owen Quotes 

• "I will not judge a person to be spiritually dead whom I 
have judged formerly to have had spiritual life, though I 
see him at present in a swoon (faint)as to all evidences of 
the spiritual life. And the reason why I will not judge him 
so is this -- because if you judge a person dead, you neglect 
him, you leave him; but if you judge him in a swoon,(faint) 
though never so dangerous, you use all means for the 
retrieving of his life. “ 

• "Unless men see a beauty and delight in the worship of 
God, they will not do it willingly."  

• "No men can be lords of our faith, though they may be 
helpers of our joy." 



John Owen Seeks 

Christian Unity 

•"Christ did not die for any 
upon condition, if they do 
believe; but he died for all 
God's elect, that they should 
believe." 

 
• In 1654 Oliver Cromwell and the 

Parliament called upon the divines to 

define what should be tolerated or 

indulged among those who profess the 

fundamentals of Christianity.  

• Owen produced 16 Articles which stated 

the fundamentals.  

• No mention of predestination, free will, 

extent of atonement,  or baptism or 

Lord’s Supper  



John Milton  

(1608-1674) - Poet 
• one of the greatest poets of the English language.  

• Milton ranks second only to Shakespeare among 

English poets 

• his writings and his influence are an important 

part of the history of English literature, culture, 

and libertarian thought. 

• His works include a metrical rendition of the 

Psalms. 

• He is best known for Paradise Lost, which 

is generally regarded as the greatest epic 
poem in the English language.  

• Congregationalist 

• From young Calvinist to old Arminian 

 

What in me is dark 

Illumine, what is low 

raise and support, 

That to the height of 

this great argument 

I may assert eternal 

Providence, 

And justify the ways of 

God to men.  



“New presbyter 

is but old priest 

writ large” 

 John Milton, 

Polemicist  

• noted historian, scholar, pamphleteer, and civil 

servant for the Parliamentarians and the Puritan 

Commonwealth. 

• Advocated ―incompatibility‖ as a grounds for 

divorce 

• expounds the doctrine that power resides 
always in the people, who delegate it to a 
sovereign but may, if it is abused, resume it and 
depose or even execute the tyrant.  

• attacked made on ―prelacy‖ in the Anglican 
church, The Book of Common Prayer, and 
ritual, as being a compromise with Rome.  

• urged a return to the democratic simplicity and 
purity of the apostolic church.  

• argued for religious freedom (except for Roman 
Catholics, since Catholicism had shown itself a 
danger to national security 

 



Latin Secretary 

under Cromwell, 

1649-1660 
• wrote treatises defending the actions 

of the English in deposing King 
Charles.   

• loss of his eyesight 

• Blindness reduced his strictly 
secretarial duties, though he 
continued through 1659 as a 
translator of state letters. 

• When Charles II was restored to the 
English throne, Milton lost his 
position as Latin Secretary.  

 

    Some natural tears they 

dropp’d, but wip’d them 

soon; 

The world was all before 

them, where to choose 

Their place of rest, and 

Providence their guide. 

They hand in hand, with 

wand’ring steps and slow, 

Through Eden took their 

solitary way.  



Wanted Man 
• The Restoration government 

executed the Commonwealth leader 
and exhumed and hanged at Tyburn 
the body of Cromwell.  

• Milton himself, as a noted defender 
of the regicides, was in real danger.  

• In the summer of 1660 a warrant was 
out for his arrest; he was kept in 
hiding by friends.  

• his life was spared through the 
intercession either of the poet 
Andrew Marvell,  

• It may have been decided that the 
blind writer was now harmless. 

    I cannot praise a fugitive 

and cloistered virtue, 

unexercised and 

unbreathed, that never 

sallies out and sees her 

adversary, but slinks out of 

the race where that 

immortal garland is to be 

run for, not without dust 

and heat.  



Paradise Lost, 1670 

• epic poem written in blank verse—

i.e., unrhymed iambic pentameter 

verse. 

•  story of the fall of man, that is, how 

the first man and woman in the 

world, Adam and Eve, were 

tempted by Satan to disobey God by 

eating the forbidden fruit from the 

Tree of Knowledge, and how they 

were consequently punished by God 

and driven out of paradise, with the 

prospect of the eventual redemption 

of mankind by Jesus Christ, the Son 

of God. 

    Revenge, at first 

though sweet, 

Bitter ere long back 

on itself recoils.  



Paradise Lost • Irony, profoundly compassionate 

irony, pervades the moving last 

lines which describe Adam and Eve 

as they depart from Eden—not 

now the majestic lords of creation 

but two frail human beings 

beginning life anew in the world of 

sin and sorrow and death, though 

―with Providence their guide‖ and 

the hope of achieving a ―paradise 

within.‖ 

• conflict and contrast between good 

and evil, heaven and hell, light and 

darkness, order and chaos, love and 

hate, humility and pride, reason 

and passion.  

    In discourse more sweet; 

For eloquence the soul, song 

charms the sense. 

Others apart sat on a hill retir’d, 

In thoughts more elevate, and 

reason’d high 

Of providence, foreknowledge, 

will, and fate, 

Fix’d fate, free-will, foreknowledge 

absolute; 

And found no end, in wand’ring 

mazes lost.  



Paradise 

Regained 

1671 

• sequel to Paradise Lost: the redemption of man 
by Christ.   

• Christ, the second Adam, wins back for man 
what the first Adam had lost. 

• how Christ in the forty days in the wilderness 
resists one temptation after another and how 
finally Satan the tempter falls into crushing 
defeat. 

 Though all the winds of doctrine were 

let loose to play upon the earth, so Truth 

be in the field, we do ingloriously, by 

licensing and prohibiting, to misdoubt 

her strength. Let her and Falsehood 

grapple: who ever knew Truth put to the 

worse in a free and open encounter?   



Samson Agonistes 

1671 

•  most powerful and completely 
satisfying of Milton's major works.  

•  The play deals with the final 
phase of Samson's life.  

• the process by which Samson, 
―eyeless in Gaza at the mill with 
slaves,‖ moves from 
preoccupation with his misery 
and disgrace to selfless humility 
and renewed spiritual strength, so 
that he can once more feel 
himself God's chosen champion.  

    How charming is divine 

philosophy! 

Not harsh and crabbed, as dull 

fools suppose, 

But musical as is Apollo’s lute,  

And a perpetual feast of 

nectar’d sweets 

Where no crude surfeit 

reigns.  


