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WHAT IS THE “CHURCH”? 

• Not a  

– Building 

– Denomination or group of denominations 

– Worship service 

• Universal vs. Local 

• Visible vs. Invisible 

• Body of Christ 

• Meaning of Eklessia. 
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO COMMIT? 

• Pledge 

• Bind 

• Align 
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COMMIT TO THE LOCAL CHURCH 

• Act 2:42  They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.  

• Heb 10:23-25  Let us hold fast the confession of 
our hope without wavering, for He who 
promised is faithful; And let us consider how to 
stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 
not forsaking our own assembling together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another; 
and all the more as you see the day drawing near.  
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COMMIT TO SERVE 

• Eph 4:11-12  And He gave some as apostles, 
and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 
for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
service, to the building up of the body of 
Christ;  
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COMMIT TO GROW THE CHURCH 

• Eph 4:15  but speaking the truth in love, we 
are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is 
the head, even Christ,  

• Eph 4:16  from whom the whole body, being 
fitted and held together by what every joint 
supplies, according to the proper working of 
each individual part, causes the growth of the 
body for the building up of itself in love.  
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COMMIT TO USE OUR GIFTS 

• Rom 12:5-8  so we, who are many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. Since we have gifts that differ according 
to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise 
them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the 
proportion of his faith;  if service, in his serving; 
or he who teaches, in his teaching;  or he who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with 
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  
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COMMIT TO WORSHIP 

• Col 3:16  Let the word of Christ richly dwell 
within you, with all wisdom teaching and 
admonishing one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.  

• Eph 5:19  speaking to one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody with your heart to the Lord;  
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COMMIT TO GIVING 

• 1Co 16:1-2  Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do 
you also.  On the first day of every week each one 
of you is to put aside and save, as he may 
prosper, so that no collections be made when I 
come.  

• 2Co 8:3-4  For I testify that according to their 
ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of 
their own accord,  

• 2Co 9:7  Each one must do just as he has 
purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
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COMMIT TO EVANGELISM 

• Mat 28:19  "Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
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