PURITANS & CONGREGATIONALISTS

ANGLICANS:
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

―Anglican‖ Middle Way
• ANGLICAN --Pertaining to the Church of
England, a moderately reformed Protestant church
organized along Episcopal lines (i.e. with bishops).
• Like Lutheranism, Anglicanism has striven to
retain whatever it could of the Roman Catholic
liturgy.
• ―Anglicans believe they represent a "via media"—a
middle way between sola scriptura Protestantism
and tradition-heavy Catholicism. They find their
religious authority in a sort of three-legged stool of
Scripture, tradition, and reason.‖
– Christianity Today

QUEEN MARY‘S REIGN

―Bloody‖ Mary‘s Persecutions
1555-1558
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mary‘s Persecutions from 1555 to 1558:
300 burned to death for heresy.
Earned herself the nickname "Bloody Mary".
around 800 Reformation leaders flee abroad.
Fled mainly to Geneva and Strasbourg.
Mary Executes Protestant Leaders Latimer
& Ridley, 1555
– "Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man;
we shall this day light such a candle by God's grace, in
England, as I trust shall never be put out.”

• Oh, Father of Heaven. Oh, Son of
God, Redeemer of the World. Oh,
Holy Ghost, proceeding from Them
both and Master of the World.
• Have mercy upon me most ...
miserable sinner;I, who have
offended more grievously than any
can express.
• Whither should I flee for succor? ...
I find no refuge ...
• Oh God the Son,Thou was not made
Man for few nor small offenses ...
Although my sins be great, yet Thy
Mercy is greater.
• I crave nothing, oh, Lord, for mine
own merits, but for Thy Name's
sake,
that it may be glorified thereby,
and for Thy Dear Son Jesus Christ's
sake.

Cranmer‘s Last
Words
"my hand has offended in
writing contrary to my heart.
Therefore, my hand shall be
first punished, for if I may
come to the fire it shall be first
burned."

QUEEN ELIZABETH I‘S REIGN

1559, Uniformity Act
• Elizabeth‘s compromise: preserved
Catholic ritual yet adhered to
reformation doctrine
• Clerical vestments, pictures,
crucifixes, and church music were
retained.
• Catholics forbidden to practice their
faith
• attend Anglican services every Sunday
or be fined

1559, John Foxe Writes
The Book of Martyrs
• English Puritan preacher and author of The Book of
Martyrs.
• In 1559, Foxe returned to London and completed his
great work in 1563 under the title ―Actes and
Monuments of these Latter and Perillous Dayes‖.
– shaped popular opinion about Roman Catholicism for at
least a century.
– The feeling of the English populace against Spain, important
in the politics of the age, was fanned by the book's
description of the Inquisition.

• When Anabaptists in 1575 and Jesuits in 1581 were
condemned to death, Foxe wrote vehement letters to
Queen Elizabeth begging reprieves.
John Foxe, 1587

• The ―Puritans‖ were those who called
for a purification of the English Church.
– Puritan was an adjective first used in the fifteensixties as a term of abuse. It soon came to mean
precise, over-strict, over severe, failing to make
allowances. As such it was used to ridicule those
who were guilty of absurd severity or rigidity….
Sometimes the word has been used loosely to
included Protestants of the left wing who likewise
lived austerely and were men of t he Bible, even if
they controverted Calvinism
• Owen Chadwick, The Reformation,
p.175-6.

1560s
First Puritans
The Church of England
is but hafly reformed.

Puritans:
• Believed the Bible was the sole
authority
• purge the Church of the remnants
of Roman Catholicism (―Popery‖)
such as rituals
• work within the Church of
England, not separatists
• leave bishops in place, not
Presbyterians
• Against:
–
–
–
–
–

special clerical dress
kneeling at the Lord's Supper
the sign of the cross
Wedding rings
Hymns and organs

Calvinist Influence of
Geneva Bible, 1560
• 1560 Publishing of the Geneva Bible.
• aka ―Breeches Bible‖
• worked on by a number of English
refugees in Geneva, and brought
back to England during Elizabeth's
reign.
• It would be the Bible of England
until the King James Version of
1611.
• Contained Explanatory Notes!
• Geneva bible first to use verse
numbers!

• Immediately following the Elizabethan
Settlement, Protestant clergy could, within
reason, choose what to wear while leading
worship and many preachers took this
opportunity to do away with the formal
attire.
• In 1564 Elizabeth demanded that Matthew
Parker, the archbishop of Canterbury,
enforce uniformity in the liturgy and clerical
dress with the publication of his
Advertisements in 1566.
• a substantial proportion of the English clergy
(up to ten per cent in London) refused to
submit to wearing the required vestments.
• Those who refused to wear the prescribed
garb were mockingly called ―Puritans‖ or
―precisians‖

Vestment
Controversy,
1564

1570, Pope Excommunicate Elizabeth,
Call for Her Assassination
• Regnans in excelcis – Pope
Pius V issued papal bull
excommunicating Elizabeth
• She is excommunicated,
1570.
• Pope Gregory XIII
encouraged true Christians
to assassinate the “Jezebel”

1571, 39 Articles
• In 1563 the Canterbury Convocation (the periodic assembly of clergy
of the province of Canterbury) drastically revised the Forty-two
Articles, and additional changes were made at Elizabeth's request.
• A final revision by Convocation in1571 produced the Thirty-nine
Articles, which were approved by Elizabeth and imposed on the
clergy.
• Intentionally ambiguous to make the national church as inclusive of
different viewpoints as possible.
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Scripture alone
Faith alone
Queen governor of Church
Sacraments work for the "faithful"
"Some" are predestined
Rejects transubstantiation,
but affirms real presence

• Reign of Bloody Mary
• 1568 RCC Supports Plots by
Mary Queen of Scots to Depose
Elizabth I
• 1570 Pope Excommunicates
Queen Elizabeth and imposes
Interdict on England
• 1589 Vatican declares that
―whosoever sends her out of this
world, with the pious intention of
doing God‘s service, not only
does not sin but gains merit.‖
• Spanish Armada, 1588
• Gunpowder Plot, 1605
• Irish Invasion to restore Catholic
Kings

RCC
Efforts
Against
English
Protestants

• Puritans began informal public meetings
of clergy and laity, called
―prophesyings,‖ to expound and discuss
the Bible
• Edmund Grindal, archbishop of
Canterbury in 1576, favored these
meetings because of their educational
value for the rural population.
• But the prophesyings were viewed by
Elizabeth as a political threat.
• 1576 Elizabeth ordered the suppression
of the "prophesyings,"
• Grindal refused, offered his resignation,
and wrote to Elizabeth, "Remember,
Madam, that you are a mortal
creature."
• Archbishop Whitgift advanced to
Canterbury and persecuted the Puritans
with more vigor using the ―Star
Chamber‖

Elizabeth
Suppresses Puritans
―Prophesyings‖
1576

Queen Elizabeth Hangs Separatists, 1592
They Flee and Become ―Pilgrims‖
• In 1592, two leading Separatists were
hanged for questioning the Queen's
ecclesiastical authority
• Parliament passed a statute proclaiming
banishment against all who challenged the
queen's ecclesiastical authority, refused to
go to church, or were present at some
other unlawful worship service.
• Many of the Separatists fled to Holland
and so were called ―Pilgrims‖
• 1604 Separatists Remaining in England
Called ―Non-Conformists‖

• Church consists only of true
Christians, in a gathered
church, in contrast to the
territorial basis of the
Church of England whereby
everyone in a certain area
was assigned to the parish
church.
• The civil authorities should
have nothing to do with
spiritual matters, and it is
not their province to enforce
conformity to any
ecclesiastical system.
• established ‗national
churches are wrong
• for individual religious
liberty and freedom of
conscience

Congregationalist
View of the Church and
the State

Congregationalist Church Governance
•"the people [are] to be
the orderers of all
things."

―Mayflower Compact‖

• the congregation binds itself in a
voluntary association, called a
‗covenant‘ and elects or deposes its
own ministers
• Church‘s government, worship and
discipline were to be taken from the
New Testament only
• no distinction of clergy and laity
• each local congregation was sovereign
and autonomous
• The ―abiding‖ church ―officers are the
pastor, teacher, elders, deacons, and
widows who have their charge in one
church only.‖

Congregational Worship

Richard Baxter
(1615-91).
• Puritan evangelist of Kiderminster who oversaw the transformation of his
town through catechisms, preaching, church discipline, and small-group
ministry.
– "On the Lord's Days there was no disorder to be seen in the streets,
but you might hear an hundred families singing psalms and repeating
sermons as you passed through the streets. In a word, when I came
thither at first there was about one family in a street that worshipped
God and when I came away, there were some streets where there was
not passed one family.....that did not......."
• He is probably the most effective pastor- England has ever had.

•"Nothing is more indecent
than a dead preacher,
speaking to dead hearers the
living truths of the living
God!"
I preached as never sure
to preach again,
And as a dying man to
dying men.

Baxter the
Preacher

Preacher Pastor Perpetually in Pain
• "In my labours at Kidderminster after my return I
did all under languishing weakness, being seldom
an hour free from pain....."
• "I have pain, there is no arguing against sense, but
I have peace, I have peace."
• Baxter continued preaching until the end. After
his last sermon, he crept home to his bed, utterly
exhausted.

Baxter the Author
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In necessary things, unity; in
doubtful things, liberty; in all
things, charity

Baxter wrote 141 books.
The Reformed Pastor,

The Saints' Everlasting Rest,
Ministers of Love,
Call to the Unconverted
How to Spend the Day with God,
The Advantages of Pleasing God,
Hindrances to a Heavenly Life on
Earth,

• Directions for Young Christians.

• "I bless God I
have a well
grounded
assurance of my
eternal happiness,
and great peace
and comfort
within."

Baxter‘s Theology
•"I was but a pen in the hand of God; and
what praise is due to a pen!"
• He liked to call himself a 'catholic Christian' and a 'mere nonconformist' who
would as soon be a 'martyr for love as any article of the creed'.
• While he believed Arminians were in error at many points, he believed that
many Calvinists were guilty of an overreaction. Baxter argued in England
that a biblical balance was to be observed between the paradox of God's
hidden purposes and His revealed promises. While Baxter urged the truth of
sovereign divide election, he also maintained a designed sufficiency in the
death of Christ for all mankind.

Baxter‘s Desire for Christian Unity
Richard Baxter

• I apprehended it a Matter of great Necessity to
imprint true catholicism on the Minds of
Christians, it being a most lamentable thing to
observe how few Christians in the World there
be, that fall not into one Sect or another .... And
if they can but get to be of a Sect which they think
the holiest (as the Anabaptists and the
Separatists), or which is the largest (as the Greeks
and the Romans), they think then that they are
sufficiently warranted to deny others to be God's
Church, or at least to deny them Christian love
and communion.

