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Avoid Misconceptions and 

Anachronisms! 

• Calvin wasn’t a “dictator” or a “theocrat”. 

• Calvin didn’t create “TULIP” 

• Calvin wasn’t a “Presbyterian” 

• Calvin didn’t clearly teach “Covenant 

Theology” 

• Calvin wasn’t a “Puritan” 

• Calvin wasn’t clearly “Amillennial” 

• Calvin wasn’t a “capitalist” 

• Calvin wasn’t a “democrat” 

• Modern notions of “free will” and 

“determinism” 

 

• Calvin, in my view, wasn’t “Reformed” as that 

term has become commonly used today. 

 

 



Calvinism 

spreads 

through Europe 

In Just a Few Years  
• Switzerland- Swiss 

Reformed Church  

• Netherlands- Dutch 
Reformed Church  

• France- Dominant 
Protestant Group 
(Huguenots)  

• Scotland- John Knox 
brought Calvinism to 
Scotland and it 
became the 
Presbyterian Church  

• England- Puritans 



How Did It Spread So Fast? 

• God’s outpouring of the Spirit of course! But from human point of 

view, how did it spread so fast and so far? 

1. Daily Teaching and Preaching, saturation in the Word of God 

changed people! 

2. Missionaries, lots and lots of them! 

• Geneva’s Academy for Pastors and Missionaries 

• Established 1559 

• 450 students in first year 

• 1,500 students in 1564! 

• 100+ missionaries commissioned per year! 

• Lausanne, Berne, Heidelberg. 

3. A Self Supporting Financial Policy 

 



A FAITH THAT CHANGES THINGS 

Does this look  

like a quiet life 

Studying the  

Bible and  

Praying to you? 



Iconoclasm Characterizes Calvinism But 

Also Zwinglianism and Anabaptism 

•John Calvin said, "Images cannot stand in the place of books," 
and he whitewashed the walls of Reformed churches in Geneva.  

 





What idols need smashing today? 



Calvin’s Four 

(not 5) 

Points!!! 

• Institutes of 
the Christian 
Religion : 
Four ―Books‖ 

1. Know God: Just 
and Loving 

2. Know Yourself: 
Sinner who needs 
saving 

3. Know Christ and 
his work. Rely on 
that, not works 

4. Live a life as part 
of his Body, the 
Church 

 

• IT’S NOT 
TULIP!! 

The 1536 Edition was the 

first one and it’s short 

enough to read from front 

to back 



“Total Depravity”? 

• Calvin's understanding of 
Christianity is thus in many 
ways gentler than has been 
commonly supposed. This is 
also shown in his understanding 
of original sin.  

• Although he insisted on the “total 
depravity” of human nature after 
the Fall, he did not mean by this 
that there is nothing good left in 
human beings but rather that 
there is no agency within the 
personality left untouched by the 
Fall on which to depend for 
salvation.  

• Encyclopedia Britannica 

“It is always necessary to 

come back to this, that 

God never created a man 

on whom he did not 

imprint his image.” 



Effects of Sin 
• The problem posed by sin was, for Calvin, not that it had destroyed 

the spiritual potentialities of human beings but rather that human 
beings had lost their ability to use their potentialities.  

• Through the Fall they had been alienated from God, who is the 
source of all power, energy, warmth, and vitality. Sin, on the 
contrary, had exposed the human race to death, the negation of 
God's life-giving powers.  

• Human beings thus experience the effects of sin as drowsiness 
when they should be alert, as apathy when they should feel concern, 
as sloth when they should be diligent, as coldness when they should 
be warm, as weakness when they need strength.  

• Thus also, since the Devil, who seeks to drain human beings of their 
God-given spirituality, tries to lull them to sleep, God must employ 
various stratagems to awaken them. This helps to explain the 
troubles that afflict the elect: God threatens, chastises, and compels 
them to remember him by making their lives go badly. 

• The effect of sin also prevents human beings from reacting with 
appropriate wonder to the marvels of the world.  

• Encyclopedia Britannica 



• ―original sin is the depravity and corruption of 

our nature, which first makes us liable to the 

wrath of God, and then produces in us works 

which Scripture terms the works of the flesh, 

(Gal. 5: 19.) … we are vitiated and perverted in 

all parts of our nature, and then, on account of 

this corruption, are justly held to be condemned 

and convicted before God, to whom nothing is 

acceptable but purity, innocence, and 

righteousness. And hence, even infants bring 

their condemnation with them from their 

mother's womb, for although they have not yet 

brought forth the fruits of their unrighteousness, 

they have its seed included in them. Nay, their 

whole nature is, as it were, a seed of sin, and, 

therefore, cannot but be odious and abominable 

to God.‖  

Calvin On Free Will 

and Original Sin 

•“Because of the bondage 

of sin by which the will is 

held bound, it cannot 

move toward the good, 

much less apply itself 

thereto; for a movement of 

this sort is the beginning 

of conversion to God, 

which in Scripture is 

ascribed entirely to God’s 

grace.” Institutes, 2.3.5 



Calvin On 

Quickening Grace 

“I do not tarry over those fanatics 

who babble that grace is equally 

and indiscriminately distributed… 

The ambiguity in the second part 

offends me, for it has given rise to 

a perverted interpretation. They 

thought we cooperate with the 

assisting grace of God, because it 

is our right either to render it 

ineffectual by spurning the first 

grace, or to confirm it by 

obediently following it.” 

Institutes, 2.2.6 

 

• Faith is gift by which human 
beings are enabled to accept the 
central elements of the Gospel—
the Incarnation and Atonement, 
the grace available through them.  

• sanctification results 

• human beings are enabled, step by 
step, to recover their original 
relationship with God and regain 
the energy coming from it.  

• Calvin described this as a 
―quickening‖ that, in effect, 
brings the believer back from 
death to life and makes possible 
the most strenuous exertion in 
God's service. 

• Encyclopedia Britannica 



The Active Sovereignty of God 

•“He is accounted omnipotent, not because he is able to act, yet sits 

down in idleness, or continues by a general instinct the order of nature 

originally appointed by him; but because he regulates all things in such a 

manner that nothing happens but according to his counsel.” 

•“We  call  predestination  Gods  eternal  

decree, by  which  he  determined  with  in  

himself  what  he  willed  to  become  of  

each  man.  For  all  are  not  created  in  

equal  conditions; rather, eternal  life  is  

foreordained  for  some, eternal  

damnation  for  others.” 



Is the Essence of Calvinism  

the Doctrine of Predestination? 

• NO! 

• He wasn’t alone, e.g. Luther and Zwingli! 

• He wasn’t the first, e.g. Aquinas and Augustine! 

• This concept of ―Calvinism‖ came later. 

• ―Contrary to a general impression, Calvin's 
understanding of predestination was also virtually 
identical with Luther's (and indeed is close to that of 
Thomas Aquinas); and, although Calvin may have 
stated it more emphatically, the issue itself is not of 
central importance to his theology. He considered 
it a great mystery, to be approached with fear and 
trembling and only in the context of faith. Seen in 
this way, predestination seemed to him a 
comforting doctrine; it meant that salvation would 
be taken care of by a loving and utterly reliable 
God.‖  

• Encyclopedia Britannica 



So How Do We Handle This Stuff 

About Election? 

• The “unfairness” problem 

– How can a loving and just God 

predestine anyone to 

punishment? That’s so unfair! 

• The motivational problem 

– If everybody’s already 

predestined, why bother with 

evangelism or even holy 

living? 

• The assurance Problem 

– How can I be sure that I’m 

chosen to be saved? 

• How we need to think 

about “fairness” 

• How we need to 

understand what 

“election” really means 

• How we need to evaluate 

our lives. 

• The answers are in the 

story of Abraham, the 

“chosen one”. 



Calvinist Church Exteriors 

HUNGARY HOLLAND 

Note: Calvinist churches  

Almost never had crosses. 
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Calvinist 

Catechism 

Lessons 

• The Reformed churches labored to 
convey the truths of Christianity 
primarily through sermon services 
and catechism lessons.  

• Children and some parents also 
assisted at afternoon catechism 
sermons, which were typically based 
on John Calvin's published 
catechism.  

• Adults attended additional 
catechism lessons in the days 
leading up to each of the four annual 
celebrations of the Lord's Supper—
at Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, and 
in early September. 

• Church officials expected 
congregants to memorize the Lord's 
Prayer and the Apostles' Creed.  

• Failure to partake of the liturgy or 
the inability to recite one's prayers 
drew immediate attention from the 
consistory. 



HOLLAND 



Calvin on the Value 

of Music 

• ―Now among the other things which are 
proper for recreating man and giving him 
pleasure, music is either the first, or one of 
the principal; and it is necessary for us to 
think that it is a gift of God deputed for 
that use. Moreover, because of this, we 
ought to be the more careful not to abuse it, 
for fear of soiling and contaminating it, 
converting it our condemnation, where it 
was dedicated to our profit and use.  If 
there were no other consideration than this 
alone, it ought indeed to move us to 
moderate the use of music, to make it serve 
all honest things; and that it should no give 
occasion for our giving free rein to 
dissolution, or making ourselves 
effeminate in disordered delights, and that 
it should not become the instrument of 
lasciviousness nor of any shamelessness.‖ 

Psalter 



Calvin on 

the 

Danger of 

Music 

• ―There is scarcely in the world anything which is 
more able to turn or bend this way and that the 
morals of men, as Plato prudently considered it. 
And in fact, we find by experience that it has a 
sacred and almost incredible power to move hearts 
in one way or another. Therefore we ought to be 
even more diligent in regulating it in such a way 
that it shall be useful to us and in no way pernicious. 
For this reason the ancient doctors of the Church 
complain frequently of this, that the people of their 
times were addicted to dishonest and shameless 
songs, which not without cause they referred to and 
called mortal and Satanic poison for corrupting the 
world. Moreover, in speaking now of music, I 
understand two parts: namely the letter, or subject 
and matter; secondly, the song, or the melody. It is 
true that every bad word (as St. Paul has said) 
perverts good manner, but when the melody is with 
it, it pierces the heart much more strongly, and 
enters into it; in a like manner as through a funnel, 
the wine is poured into the vessel; so also the venom 
and the corruption is distilled to the depths of the 
heart by the melody.‖ 

 



The Primacy of 

Preaching 

• During the Reformation, the 

spoken sermon gradually 

replaced the Catholic 

Eucharist as the defining 

moment of the liturgy for 

Protestants.  

• According to the Puritan John 

Foxe (1516-1587), "God 

conducted the Reformation 

not by the sword, but by 

printing, writing, and 

reading." 



•Worship followed an established schedule and acquired an educational 
character. The faithful sat quietly in pews (a recent introduction) and listened 
attentively.  

GERMANY 



HOLLAND 



PARIS, FRANCE 



AMERICAN COLONIES 



Calvin the 

Spiritualist 

―Therefore, that joining together of 
Head and members, that 
indwelling of Christ in our 
hearts—in short, that mystical 
union—are accorded by us the 
highest degree of importance, so 
that Christ, having been made 
ours, makes us sharers with him 
in the gifts with which he has 
been endowed.  We do not, 
therefore, contemplate him 
outside ourselves from afar in 
order that his righteousness may 
be imputed to us but because we 
put on Christ and are engrafted 
into his body—in short, because 
he deigns to make us one with 
him.  

(Institutes 3.11.10) 



Calvin on Baptism: 
• Baptism is the initiatory sign by 

which we are admitted to the 
fellowship of the Church, that 
being engrafted into Christ we may 
be accounted children of God. 
Moreover, the end for which God 
has given it…is, first, that it may be 
conducive to our faith in him, and 
secondly, that it may serve the 
purpose of a confession among 
men. … Hence those who have 
thought that baptism is nothing else 
than the badge and mark by which 
we profess our religion before men, 
in the same way as soldiers attest 
their profession by bearing the 
insignia of their commander, have 
not attended to what was the 
principal thing in baptism; and this 
is, that we are to receive it in 
connection with the promise, "He 
that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved," (Mark 16: 16.)  

 Whether the person baptized is 

to be wholly immersed, and that 

whether once or thrice, or 

whether he is only to be 

sprinkled with water, is not of the 

least consequence: churches 

should be at liberty to adopt 

either according to the diversity 

of climates, although it is evident 

that the term baptize means to 

immerse, and that this was the 

form used by the primitive 

Church.  

“the institution of 

baptism … is 

appointed to 

elevate, 

nourish, and 

confirm our 

faith.”  



Calvin on 

Infant 

Baptism 

• ―It is now clear, how false the doctrine is which 
some long ago taught, and others still persist in, 
that by baptism we are exempted and set free 
from original sin, and from the corruption which 
was propagated by Adam to all his posterity, and 
that we are restored to the same righteousness and 
purity of nature which Adam would have had if 
he had maintained the integrity in which he was 
created.‖ 

• ―children who happen to depart this life before an 
opportunity of immersing them in water, are not 
excluded from the kingdom of heaven. … The 
sacrament is afterwards added as a kind of seal, 
not to give efficacy to the promise, as if in itself 
invalid, but merely to confirm it to us. Hence it 
follows, that the children of believers are not 
baptized, in order that though formerly aliens 
from the Church, they may then, for the first time, 
become children of God, but rather are received 
into the Church by a formal sign, because, in 
virtue of the promise, they previously belonged 
to the body of Christ.‖ 

• BUT: ―But from this sacrament, as from all 
others, we gain nothing, unless in so far as we 
receive in faith..‖  



Calvin on 

Baptism 

Continued 

• ―Peter also says that "baptism also does now 
save us," (1 Peter 3: 21.) For he did not mean to 
intimate that our ablution and salvation are 
perfected by water, or that water possesses in 
itself the virtue of purifying, regenerating, and 
renewing; nor does he mean that it is the cause 
of salvation, but only that the knowledge and 
certainty of such gifts are perceived in this 
sacrament.‖  

• ―These things I say, we ought to feel as truly 
and certainly in our mind as we see our body 
washed, immersed, and surrounded with water. 
For this analogy or similitude furnishes the 
surest rule in the sacraments, viz., that in 
corporeal things we are to see spiritual, just as 
if they were actually exhibited to our eye, since 
the Lord has been pleased to represent them by 
such figures; not that such graces are included 
and bound in the sacrament, so as to be 
conferred by its efficacy, but only that by this 
badge the Lord declares to us that he is 
pleased to bestow all these things upon us.‖  



Four Baptism Views Compared 

CATHOLIC LUTHER 

 

CALVIN ANABAPTIST 

Faith 

Required? 

No No  Yes, but? Yes 

Meaning/ 

Purpose 

Washes 

away 

original sin, 

imparts Holy 

Spirit/means 

of grace 

Regeneration 

and imparts 

faith/means 

of grace 

Sign 

strengthens 

faith and 

public 

confession 

Public 

testimony 

Candidates Believers’ 

Babies and  

newly 

converted 

pagans 

Believers’ 

Babies and  

newly 

converted 

pagans 

Believers’ 

Babies and  

newly 

converted 

pagans 

Believers 

Mode Pouring  Pouring Mode 

Doesn’t 

Matter 

Pouring and 

Immersion 



Calvin on the Supper: 

• the bread and wine were physical realities 
that conveyed an invisible, spiritual reality.   

• a divine mystery in which believers 
participate in communion with Christ 
through faith and via the Holy Spirit.   

• spiritual food for our souls 

• means of participation in Christ. 

• Christ is present in the elements through the 
Holy Spirit. 

• Participants are spiritually nourished and 
brought into closer communion with Christ.   

• in Calvin's system, if a citizen is excluded 
from the Lord's Supper, he is not thereby 
excused from mandatory attendance at the 
sermons, because he must continue to be 
instructed if he is to repent of his wayward 
lifestyle. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is "a 

spiritual banquet, wherein 

Christ attests himself to be the 

life-giving bread, upon which 

our souls feed unto true and 

blessed immortality."  

(Institutes, Vol. II, p. 1360)  



Calvin vs. Luther on 

Lord’s Supper 

• Calvin saw Luther confusing the the divine 
and human natures of Christ.   

• Found Luther's ubiquity notion a 
―monstrosity‖.  

• "(1) Let nothing be withdrawn from Christ's 
heavenly glory - as happens when he is 
brought under the corruptible elements of 
this world, or bound to any earthly 
creatures.  (2) Let nothing inappropriate to 
human nature be ascribed to his body, as 
happens when it is said either to be infinite 
or to be put in a number of places at once." 
(Institutes, Vol. II, p. 1382)    

• Christ's body is in Heaven, and when he said 
to his disciples that shortly they would have 
him no longer, but he also said that he would 
be with them always, that the former 
referred to his physical presence and the 
latter his spiritual presence.   

•"The sacred mystery of the 
Supper consists in two things: 
physical signs, which, thrust 
before our eyes, represent to 
us, according to our feeble 
capacity, things invisible; and 
spiritual truth, which is at the 
same time represented and 
displayed through the 
symbols themselves."  

•(Institutes, Vol. II, p. 1371)  



Calvin’s Lord’s Supper as  

Spiritual Union with Christ 
―I have told you briefly already how we are bone of our Lord Jesus Christ’s 

bone, and now we are his flesh. It is not that we are taken out of his body, for 

we come of the lineage of Adam, but because we live of his own substance, 

according to this saying that his flesh is our meat and his blood our drink, by 

which he means that we live in him—spiritually, however.‖ (Serm. 42 on Eph. 

5) 

“Christ is not outside us but dwells 

within us. Not only does he cleave 

to us by an indivisible bond of 

fellowship, but with a wonderful 

communion, day by day, he grows 

more and more into one body with 

us, until he becomes completely 

one with us.”  

(Institutes 3.2.24) 

 



Calvin on 

Zwingli’s 

Memorial View 

• Agreed with Zwingli that Christ’s body is 
in heaven. 

• According to Calvin, for Zwingli, the 
Supper becomes "only a mark of outward 
profession" with no special or mysterious 
presence of Christ in it.   

• For Calvin, the memorialism of Zwingli 
emptied the sacrament of any real 
significance.    

 

"Now here we ought to guard against two 

faults.  First, we should not, by too little regard 

for the signs, divorce them from their mysteries, 

to which they are so to speak attached. 

[Zwingli's view]  Secondly, we should not, by 

extolling them immoderately, seem to obscure 

somewhat the mysteries themselves." [Luther's 

view]  

(Institutes, Vol. II, pp. 1364-1365)  



FRANCE 



An Early 17th Century Dutch Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

HOLLAND 



FOUR MAIN VIEWS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER  

CATHOLIC   LUTHER   CALVIN  ANABAPTIST  

Transubstant-

iation  

Consubstantiation  Spiritualism  Memorialism  

Physical   

Presence   

 Real Presence   

       

No  

Physical 

Presence  

No  

Real Presence  



Calvinist Churches 

to be  

Closed When No 

Service 

• That the temples be closed for the rest 
of the time in order that no one shall 
enter therein out of hours, impelled 
thereto by superstition ; and if anyone 
be found engaged in any special act of 
devotion therein or near by he shall be 
admonished for it: if it be found to be 
of a superstitious nature for which 
simple correction is inadequate then he 
shall he be chastised.  

• Ordinances For The Regulation of the 
Churches  
Dependent Upon the Seigniory of 
Geneva, 1547 

 



Calvin’s Church 

Government 
• Church governed by 4 levels of officials 

• Pastors 

– Chosen by fellow ministers, 
magistrates & ―common consent‖ 

– To preach, admonish, and administer 
sacraments (which were baptism and 
communion) 

• Teachers:  

– Chosen by ministers and magistrates.  

– Examined by a special committee 

– To instruct in sound doctrine 

• Elders 

– Chosen from membership of civil 
councils on recommendation of 
pastors 

– Maintain order and discipline 

• Deacons 

– Appointed By Pastors 

– Delegated by pastors to see to welfare 
of poor, orphans, & widows 

 



Congregational or Presbyterian? 

• New pastors were elected by the 
existing pastors after approval of 
the candidates by the 
government. This last feature was 
due to Calvin's doctrine that no 
church leader should ever be 
installed without the consent of 
the people. Of course, since "the 
people" were synonymous with 
"the citizens," a government 
review by the elected 
representative officials was able 
to function as a congregational 
review.  

 



Calvin on 

Church/State 

• John Calvin saw all 
governments as institutions 
whose aim was to glorify 
God.   

• Jesus Christ is the ruler of 
both the temporal and 
spiritual kingdoms.  

• In Calvin's view the State 
has "the divinely 
appointed task of 
fostering the church, 
protecting it from false 
doctrine, and punishing 
offenders for whose 
crimes excommunication 
is insufficient." (Walker, p. 
475)   



  

 Church and State 

 ANABAPTIST LUTHERAN REFORMED 

Basic 

Approach 

Separatist  

 

Conversionist  

 

Transformationist  

 

The State is evil a necessary evil a positive good 

The Christian 

should 

separate from the 

State  

 

yield to the State  

 

transform the 

State  

 



Conclusions and Questions 


