
    Baptists: Their Origins 
Three ―Johns‖ 



Background: 

Anabaptists 
• Anti-paedo-baptists/credo baptists 

• No Single Leader, No Generally 
Accepted Doctrine, No Central 
Structure  

• The Biblicists/Anabaptists --Extreme 
Regulative Principle 

• Spiritualists-- Charismatics 

• Rationalists ---―Liberals‖ or 
―Unitarians‖. 

• Revolutionaries and Communists 
(Muntzer and Munster) 

 



English 

Baptist 

Distinctives 

• Separatism 

• Congregationalism 

• Believers Baptism 

• Baptist worship is centered around the 

exposition of the scriptures in a 

sermon.  

• Lay Preachers (brewmasters, tinkers, 

etc.) 

• Extemporaneous prayer  

• hymn-singing. 

• frequently endured intolerance and 

persecution by Anglicans AND 

Presbyterians.  Pastor Kiffin, former 

brewmaster 



“Anglicans” and “Baptists” Compared 

Issue Anglicans Baptists 

Baptism Babies, sprinkling Only believers, immersion 

Lord’s Supper Mixed Memorial 

Oaths, Military and 

Gov service 

Allowed Allowed 

Church State Church, controlled by 

Bishops, Attendance required, 

Liturgical worship, professional 

clergy 

Separated and autonomous 

body of believers, separate from 

State, voluntary membership, 

extemporaneous worship, lay 

preachers, Iconoclasm 

Salvation Strong emphasis on outward 

rituals and conformance 

Strong emphasis on new birth 

and godly living 

God’s Sovereignty in 

Salvation 

Mixed Mixed 



“Congregationalists” and “Baptists” Compared 

Issue Congregationalists Baptists 

Baptism Babies, sprinkling Only believers, immersion 

Lord’s Supper Mixed Memorial 

Oaths, Military and 

Government service 

Allowed Allowed 

Church Separated and autonomous body of 

believers, separate from State, 

voluntary membership, lay 

preachers, Iconoclasm 

Separated and autonomous 

body of believers, separate 

from State, voluntary 

membership, lay preachers, 

Iconoclasm 

Salvation Strong emphasis and godly living Strong emphasis on new birth 

godly living 

God’s Sovereignty  

in Salvation 

Strong ―Calvinism‖ Mixed 

 



“Presbyterians” and “Baptists” Compared 
Issue Presbyterians Baptists 

Baptism Babies, sprinkling Only believers, immersion 

Lord’s Supper Spiritual Memorial 

Oaths and Gov service Allowed Allowed 

Church State Church, controlled by 

representative assemblies and 

run locally by consistories, 

strong discipline. Attendance 

required, Liturgical worship, 

professional clergy, Iconoclasm 

Separated and autonomous body 

of believers, voluntary 

membership, separate from State, 

lay preachers, Iconoclasm 

Salvation Strong emphasis godly living Strong emphasis on new birth 

and godly living 

God’s Sovereignty in 

Salvation 

Strong ―Calvinism‖ 

 

Mixed 



Were the English “Baptists” 

“Anabaptists”? 

• Doctrinal similarities and differences 

• "For the most part, the original Baptist ministry was built upon the 
Separatists and was influenced by the continental Anabaptists.― 
– The Baptists by William H. Brackney, p. 50  

• Mennonite Influence on General Baptists is undeniable 

• "One can only speculate on the background influences upon the 
Particular Baptists at this point; whether Zwinglian-through 
Anabaptist-thought was involved, or an extreme desire to rid the 
Baptist congregations of all Popish influences (the language of the 
Confession) . . .― 
– The Baptists by William H. Brackney, p.62 

 



Baptists were Separatists 

• Church is Separate from the State 

• Both referred to themselves as "baptized believers," "antipedo-
baptists," "Churches of the baptized way," or "baptized saints.― 

• Both viewed the invisible church as the elect of God, known 
ultimately to God‖ and also believed the visible church was a 
―company of visible saints, called and separated from the world ... to 
the visible profession of the faith― 

• "Baptist understanding of the Church is that the "true church is 
composed of true believers." Baptists followed the lead of 
Anabaptists, Puritans, Separatists, and others in Radical Protestantism 
in eschewing parish forms of Christianity or pedobaptist practices…. 
. .― 
– The Baptists by William H. Brackney, p. 37 



Baptism as a Requirement of Church 

Membership 
• "There has always been a difference of opinion among 

Baptists about whether scriptural baptism should be a 
requirement for admission . . . church membership. John 
Bunyan, for instance, won little support among Particular 
Baptists in England (and some historians) for his refusal to 
make baptism a bar to communion..― 

– The Baptists by William H. Brackney, p. 59 



Baptists Were Not Pacifists 

• "One of the marked distinctions between Baptists 

and the true Anabaptists was the willingness of the 

Baptists to bear arms. ― 

– The Baptists by William H. Brackney, p.8 

• Baptists wanted especially to correct the belief that 

they were Anabaptists  

• Affirmed "that a civil Magistracy is an ordinance of 

God," they promised that "in all lawful things" 

they would be subject to the King and a freely 

chosen Parliament.  

• vowed to defend the King and rulers of Parliament 

with their "persons, liberties, and estates, 

…yet…remembering always we ought to obey 

God rather than men...."  
King James 



“Anabaptists” and “Baptists” Compared 

Issue Anabaptists Baptists 

Baptism Only believers, pouring and 

immersion 

Only believers, immersion 

Lord’s Supper Memorial Memorial 

Oaths, Military and 

Government service 

Not Allowed Allowed 

Church Separated and autonomous body of 

believers, separate from State, strong 

discipline, voluntary membership, lay 

preachers, Iconoclasm 

Separated and autonomous 

body of believers, separate 

from State, voluntary 

membership, lay preachers, 

Iconoclasm 

Salvation Strong emphasis on new birth and 

godly living 

Strong emphasis on new birth 

and godly living 

God’s Sovereignty in 

Salvation 

Mixed, all over the map Mixed, but mostly 

―Calvinists‖ 



John Smyth (1570-1612):  
 1609 Founder of “General Baptists” 

• In 1608 religious persecution induced a group of Separatists to seek 

asylum in Holland with John Smyth, a Cambridge graduate, as their 

minister 

• When the question of baptism arose during a debate on the meaning of 

church membership, Smyth concluded that, if the Separatist contention 

that ―churches of the apostolic constitution consisted of saints only‖ was 

correct, then baptism should be restricted to believers only. This, he 

contended, was the practice of the New Testament churches, for he 

could find no scriptural support for baptizing infants. 

• Smyth published his views in The Character of the Beast (1609)  

• in 1609 Smyth proceeded to baptize first himself and then 36 others, 

who joined him in forming a Baptist church. 



Smyth 

Merges with 

Mennonites 

• Shortly thereafter Smyth became aware of a 
Mennonite (Anabaptist) community in 
Amsterdam and began to question his act of 
baptizing himself.  

• This could be justified, he concluded, only if 
there was no true church from which a valid 
baptism could be obtained. After some 
investigation Smyth recommended union 
with the Mennonites.  

• Smyth’s merger with the Mennonites was 
resisted by other members of the group, who 
returned to England in 1611 and established a 
Baptist church in London headed by Thomas 
Helwys. 

• Smyth’s church in Amsterdam soon ceased to 
exist separately. 

 Menno Simms 



General Baptists • The successors of Helwys and his 

friends became known as the 

General Baptists.  

– Arminian 

– church order was previously 

independent but modified by 

the appointment of inter-

congregational officials known 

as "Messengers".  

• Through the work of the original 

London congregation, other 

General Baptist congregations 

were formed and the movement 

spread.  



General Baptists 

as Arminians 

• ―General Baptists were considered a  
radical sect in English church life and 
frequently endured intolerance and 
persecution. Separatists, 
Independents, and other Puritan sects 
eschewed the Arminian theology and 
the Anabaptist practices of these 
General Baptists. Anglicans 
considered them dangerous 
schismatics and used political and 
ecclesiastical machinery to silence 
their message.― 

 

• The Baptists by William H. Brackney, p. 6  

James 

Arminius 



General Baptist 

Thomas Grantham (c. 1634--1692)  
• Of all the English General Baptist leaders of the seventeenth century, 

Thomas Grantham was the best known and most widely read author.  

• He was the General Baptists principal theologian.  

• Early in his career, from his own personal studies, Grantham became 
an Arminian theologically, and he naturally gravitated to the General 
Baptists.  

• On 26 July 1660 Grantham joined Joseph Wright of Westby in 
presenting a BRIEF CONFESSION of the General Baptists to King 
Charles II, whom they petitioned for toleration.  

• Although at first Charles was favorably disposed, charges of Arminian 
preaching sent Grantham to prison in 1662.  

• In 1678 Grantham published the first comprehensive Baptist system 
of theology which he called Christianismus Primitivus.  



Particular 

Baptists 

Beginnings 

1630s 

• The Particular Baptists stemmed from a non-

Separatist church that was established in 1616 

by Henry Jacob.  

• In 1638 a number of its members withdrew 

under the leadership of John Spilsbury to form 

the first Particular Baptist Church. 

• Believed only believers (not infants) should be 

baptized, but Immersion was not yet required  

• but by 1641 were practicing believers’ baptism 

by immersion  

• Called ―Particular Baptists‖ because they 

interpreted the atonement as applying only to 

the particular body of the elect and to 

distinguish from the ―General Baptists‖ of 

Smyth’s group. 

Hanserd Knollys 



1644 First London Baptist Confession 
• in 1644 seven Particular Baptist churches 

issued The First London Confession  

• Specified immersion as the scriptural 
manner of baptism. For believers only, 
baptism was to be administered by "dipping 
or plunging the whole body under water."  

• And because baptism was "a sign," only 
immersion depicted the threefold meaning 
of the act: (1) the cleansing of "the whole 
soule in the blood of Christ," (2) the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ, and (3) 
the promise of the Christian’s future 
resurrection.  

Baptist preacher Keach is pilloried 



Particular Baptists and “TULIP” 
Total Depravity "faith is ordinarily begot by the preaching of the Gospel ... without respect to any power 

or capacity in the creature, but it is wholly passive being dead in sins and trespasses, doth 

believe, and is converted by no lesse power, then that which raised Christ from the 

dead."  

Unconditional 

Election 

"God had … before the foundation of the world, according to the good pleasure of his 

will, foreordained some men to eternal life …to the praise and glory of his grace, 

leaving the rest in their sins to their just condemnation, to the praise of his Justice".  

Limited 

Atonement 

while the gospel was to be preached to all people, the death of Christ brought forth 

salvation and and reconciliation "only for the elect".  

Irresistible 

Grace 

"Yet the elect… are redeemed, quickened, and saved, not by themselves, neither by 

their own works, ….but wholly and only by God of his free grace."  

Perseverance of 

Saints 

Those that have faith "can never finally nor totally fall away; and though many storms 

and floods do arise and beat against them, yet they shall never be able to take them off 

that foundation and rock which by faith they are fastened upon."  

"all believers in the time of this life are in a continual warfare, combat, and opposition 

against sin, self, the world, and the Devil, and liable to all manner of afflictions, 

tribulations, and persecutions." 

 



Baptists and The Civil War 

• "Many General and Particular 

Baptists joined Cromwell's 

New Model Army in a united 

front against persecution by 

Charles I and Archbishop 

Laud..― 

– The Baptists by William H. 

Brackney, p 89 



1647:Charles I arrested and imprisoned;  

1649 Beheaded 



Radical Groups Emerge 

• Levelers  

– Named after the early rioters 
against enclosure who 'levelled' 
fences erected by landlords 
around former common lands 

– universal male suffrage 

– supported a abolition of 
censorship, and disestablishment 
of the Church of England.  

• Fifth Monarchy - waiting for the 
second coming of Christ 

• Diggers - agrarian communists 
against private property 

• Ranters 

 

'the poorest he that 

is in England hath a 

life to live as the 

greatest he' 



Seventh Day Baptists 

• the Seventh Day Baptists. . . 

enjoyed less toleration in 

permissive periods than their 

General or Particular brethren. 

This was obviously due to their 

position on the Sabbath, which 

resulted in their being grouped 

with such extremists . . .― 

– The Baptists by William 

H. Brackney, p.  



Restoration of the Stuarts, 1660 

• Charles II (1660-1685) 

– The antithesis of Cromwellian morality 

– ―The Merry Monarch‖ 

– Mistresses & banqueting 

– Bawdy plays & songs 

• Charles's reign, known as the "Restoration," 

has gone down in history as one of the most 

immoral and pleasure-loving times in English 

history.  

• immediately reestablished "Anglicanism" 



The Clarendon Code, 1662 

• Corporation Act, 1661, excludes dissenters from city 
governments 

• Revised Book of Common Prayer, 1662 

• Act of Uniformity--use new liturgy or give up your 
living.  Episcopal ordination necessary. 

• Licensing Act--censorship 

• Conventicle Act provided punishement for those 
who attended unauthorized services 

• 5-mile Act: nonconformist ministers prohibited from 
visiting their former churches 

• Charles's Declaration of Indulgence (1663) is not 
implemented. 



1677 

“Second London Confession” 
• Baptists Persecuted Under the Restoration of Stuarts 

• Clarendon Code and Persecution of the Baptists 

• Feeling their substantial unity with paedobaptists suffering under the 

same cruel injustice, Calvinistic Baptists met to publish their 

substantial harmony with them in doctrine.  

• A circular letter was sent to particular Baptist churches in England and 

Wales asking each assembly to send representatives to a meeting in 

London in 1677.  

• The confession was consciously modeled after the Presbyterian 

Westminster Confession and the Congregationalist Savoy Confession. 



The Glorious Revolution 
• Charles II dies 

• James II, Catholic, takes thrown 

• James remarried, had son in 1688 

– ―The warming-pan baby‖ 

• James Edward, ―the Old Pretender‖ 

• He’ll be Catholic! 

• James fled kingdom at hint of invasion 

– Dropped Great Seal in the Thames 

• 60 peers met Christmas Eve 

• Invited Mary’s husband to England to take 
charge (for now), call for elections 

– William, Prince of Orange 

– Great soldier 
 Prince William of Orange 



1689, 

Toleration Act 

• the Toleration Act gave religious 
freedom to all those who affirmed their 
oath of allegiance to the king and 
accepted the thirty-nine articles of 
Anglicanism, while rejecting 
transubstantiation, the jurisdiction of 
the pope, the Mass, and the invocation 
of Mary and the saints.  

• continued the established church as 
episcopal but also made it possible for 
dissenting groups to have licensed 
chapels.  

•  The Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
and Baptists were the minority, 
constituting at that time roughly 10% 
of the population, but they had finally 
won religious freedom.   

 



1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith 

• Tolerance After Glorious Revolution 

• William and Mary assumed England's 
throne in 1689.   

• Act of Toleration was enacted same 
year.  

• Within two months, seven London 
pastors called for a general meeting of 
Baptists from England and Wales. 
Representatives of one hundred and 
seven congregations met in London. 

• 1689 They adopted the 1677 
Confession but signed it.  



John Bunyan 

1628-1688 

• Tinker! 

• Soldier 

• After an initial period of Anglican conformity 
in which he went regularly to church, he gave 
up, slowly and grudgingly, his favorite 
recreations of dancing and bell ringing and 
sports on the village green and began to 
concentrate on his inner life.  

• Then came agonizing temptations to spiritual 
despair lasting for several years. The ―storms‖ 
of temptation, as he calls them, buffeted him 
with almost physical violence; voices urged 
him to blaspheme; the texts of Scriptures, 
which seemed to him to threaten damnation, 
took on personal shape and ―did pinch him 
very sore.‖  

• Finally one morning he believed that he had 
surrendered to these voices of Satan and had 
betrayed Christ: ―Down I fell as a bird that is 
shot from the tree.‖  

 



Bunyan the Baptist Preacher 1650-1660  
• The Bedford community practiced adult 

Baptism by immersion, but it was an open-

communion church, admitting all who 

professed ―faith in Christ and holiness of life.‖  

• Bunyan soon proved his talents as a lay 

preacher.  

• his main activity in 1655–60 was in 

controversy with the early Quakers, both in 

public debate up and down the market towns 

of Bedfordshire and in his first printed works, 

Some Gospel Truths Opened (1656) and A 

Vindication of Some Gospel Truths Opened 

(1657).  



Bunyan In Prison,1660-1672 

 

• On Nov. 12, 1660, at Lower Samsell in South Bedfordshire, Bunyan 
was brought before a local magistrate and, under an old Elizabethan 
act, charged with holding a service not in conformity with those of 
the Church of England. He refused to give an assurance that he would 
not repeat the offense, was condemned at the assizes in January 1661, 
and was imprisoned in the county jail.  

• In spite of the courageous efforts of his second wife (he had married 
again in 1659) to have his case brought up at the assizes, he remained 
in prison for 12 years.  

• his spiritual autobiography, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, 
appeared in 1666 



Bunyan’s Later Years 

• Bunyan's release from prison came in March 

1672 under Charles II's  Declaration of 

Indulgence to the Nonconformists.  

• he received a license to preach together with 25 

other Nonconformist ministers in Bedfordshire 

and the surrounding counties.  

• His nickname ―Bishop Bunyan‖ suggests that he 

became the organizing genius in the area.  

• When persecution was renewed he was again 

imprisoned for illegal preaching for six months.  



The Pilgrim's Progress (1678) 
• book that was the most characteristic expression 

of the Puritan religious outlook.  

• Until the 19th century, The Pilgrim's Progress, 
like the Bible, was to be found in every English 
home and was known to every ordinary reader 

• It was largely written during this period of 
imprisonment though it is probable that he 
completed Part I during a second spell in jail in 
1676; the full text, with the addition of Part II, 
was published in 1684.   

• It is a prose allegory that tells of the religious 
conversion of Christian, and his religious life—
conceived as a pilgrimage—in this world, until 
he comes to the River of Death, and the Celestial 
City which lies beyond it.  



Bunyan’s  

The Holy War (1682) 

• The town of Mansoul is besieged by the hosts 
of the devil, is relieved by the army of 
Emanuel, and is later undermined by further 
diabolic attacks and plots against his rule. 

• The metaphor works on several levels; it 
represents the conversion and backslidings of 
the individual soul, as well as the story of 
mankind from the Fall through to the 
Redemption and the Last Judgment; thereis 
even a more precise historical level of allegory 
relating to the persecution of Nonconformists 
under Charles II.  



John Gill 

(1697-1771) 

• Hebrew scholar without equal in his day.  

• first Baptist to write a complete systematic 

theology  

• First Baptist to write a verse-by-verse commentary 

of the entire Bible 

• Gill's preaching was expositional and he set the 

standard for the modern day practice of preaching 

through the Bible.  

• committed scholar, he sought precision on 

controversial matters.  

• Augustus Toplady called Gill the greatest defender 

of the doctrines of grace since Augustine.  

• While he is often accused of hyper-Calvinism, he 

was a vocal opponent of hyper-Calvinists' errors.  



Does He Sound Like  

a “Hyper-Calvinist”? 

"Souls sensible to sin and danger, and who 

are crying out, What shall we do to be saved? 

You are to observe, and point out Christ the 

tree of life to them; and say, as some of the 

cherubs did to one in such circumstances, 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 

shalt be saved, Acts 16:31. Your work is to 

lead men, under a sense of sin and guilt, to 

the blood of Christ, shed for many for the 

remission of sin, and this name you are to 

preach the forgiveness to them."  

John Gill 



John Gill’s 

Writings 

• ―Dr. Voluminous‖  

• 1738 The Cause of God and Truth, a 
masterpiece in presenting the truth of 
God’s sovereignty and man’s depravity.  

• The Doctrine of Predestination Stated and Set 
in Scripture-Light in Opposition to Mr. 
Wesley's Predestination Calmly Considered. 

• In 1752, Gill published his pamphlet on 
The Doctrine of the Saints' Final Perseverance 
in answer to one called Serious Thoughts upon 
the Perseverance of the Saints by Mr. John 
Wesley. 

• In 1769 A Body of Doctrinal Divinity.  

• 1770 A Body of Practical Divinity which 
covered such subjects as church 
membership, baptism, and the Lord's 
Supper.  



John 

Gill’s 

Dying 

Quote 

•"I depend wholly and alone upon the free, 
sovereign, eternal, unchangeable and everlasting 
love of God; the firm and everlasting covenant of 
grace, and my interest in the persons of the 
Trinity; for my whole salvation: and not upon any 
righteousness of my own, nor any thing in me, or 
done by me under the influences of the holy 
Spirit; nor upon any services of mine, which I 
have been assisted to perform for the good of the 
church; but upon my interest in the persons of the 
Trinity, the person, blood and righteousness of 
Christ, the free grace of God, and the blessings of 
grace streaming to me through the blood and 
righteousness of Christ; as the ground of my hope. 
These are no new things with me; but what 1 have 
been long acquainted with; what I can live and die 
by. And this you may tell to any of my friends. I 
apprehend I shall not be long here."  

 



William Carey 1761—1834 

Missionary 
• A Baptist from 1783,  

• Carey, in 1792, formed the English Baptist Missionary Society—the 
beginning of the modern foreign missionary movement in the English-
speaking world 

• its first missionary to India.  

• In 1789 he transferred to the Baptist church at Leicester and three 
years later published a pamphlet entitled An Enquiry into the 
Obligations of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of the 
Heathens 

• The new society's first missionaries, Carey and John Thomas, a 
doctor, went to Calcutta in 1793.  

• Carey translated the Bible into Bengali, Oriya, Marathi, Hindi, 
Assamese, and Sanskrit.  



Next Week 

Arminians vs. Calvinists 
Holland and the Synod of Dort 


