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Renaissance Rome 

òA popular faith, 

sustained only on 

doctrines, will never be 

anything but feeble and 

vacillating. But if the Holy 

See were visible, displayed 

in  majestic buildings, 

imperishable memorials, 

belief could grow and 

strengthenéand the 

world would accept and 

revere it.ó  

Pope Nicholas 1450 AD 



Pope Julius II, 1503-13 

z The nephew of Sixtus IV, Julius was said 

to have had two main goals: to restore the 

political boundaries of the papal states and 

to embellish the Papacy through the arts.   

z Established effective rule of Papal States  

z Nepotism used to promote family interest 

z Built new St. Peter's Cathedral, 

commissioning Raphael (1483-1520) and 

Michelangelo (1475-1564).   

z To pay for it,he had to increase the sales of 

indulgences  

This is the Pope that 

rode by in armor in 

the movie, ñLutherò 



Triumphal Entry of Julius II Into Rome 



Pope Leo X, 1513-21 

z Sale of offices = 1/3 of papal revenue 

z Patronage of artists, writers, musicians 

z Did not understand the churchõs 
problems 

z The Pope who excommunicated 
Martin Luther 

z Leo ran the papacy into bankruptcy.   

z He created salable offices (simony) in 
order to make more and more money, 
but he squandered most of it.  
 

 

Pope Leo X 

òI will enjoy the papacy 
since God had seen fit 
to give it to meó 

 




