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Scotland on the Eve of Its Reformation 

Robert the Bruce Tomb 



Reformation Reaches 

Scotland, 1524 

• Reformation in Scotland 

around 1524.   

• Cardinal Beaton instigated 

an inquisition-style regime 

against Protestant „heresy‟ 

at St Andrews- the centre of 

the Scottish Church. 

• In 1528, Patrick Hamilton 

became Scotland's first 

Protestant martyr. 

• Many Protestants fled. 



Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots 

(1542-1587) 

• Mary Stuart daughter of James V 

of Scotland and his French wife, 

Mary of Guise 

• Mary was sent to France as a baby 

• Queen of Scotland from 1542-67 

• married the future King Francis II 

of France in 1558.  



George Wishart & 

Cardinal Beaton 

• 1546 Cardinal Beaton, had 

George Wishart, and early 

Scot Protestant preacher 

burned in 1546  

• As he died, Wiseart exhorted 

the spectators to teach the 

bishops the word of God. 

• But Protestants murdered 

Beaton and then took over St. 

Andrews Castle. 



1546 

St Andrews 

Rebellion 

 

• Knox joined the rebels in St Andrews Castle  
until a French force arrived and took the castle.  

• “The three months that he spent there transformed him, 
against his own predisposition, into the acknowledged 
spokesman and protagonist of the Reformation movement 
in Scotland.  The Protestants in the castle pressed upon 
Knox's conscience the duty of taking up “the public office 
and charge of preaching.”   Knox's inclination was for the 
quiet of the study and the schoolroom, not for the 
responsibilities and perils of the life of a preacher of a 
proscribed and persecuted faith.  He resisted the call with 
tears, and only after great hesitation was he persuaded to 
preach in the town of St. Andrews a sermon that convinced 
friend and foe alike that the great spokesman of Scottish 
Protestantism had been found..” 

• Encyclopedia Britannica 



 John Knox (?1505-1572). 

'The Thundering Scot.'  

• By 1540 he was a priest  

• converted to Protestantism 

1545/6. 

•  It was said of Knox:  "The 

voice of one man is able in one 

hour to put more life in us than 

five hundred trumpets 

continually blustering in our 

ears."   

• His very first sermon was that 

the Pope was the antichrist. 

 

Princes who do not obey the 

Word of God shall not be 

endured! 



St. Andrews Castle 

Now it is evident that the papistical 

doctrine, in the chief point of our 

salvation, and their whole religion, are 

as contrary to Christ's doctrine and true 

religion, as darkness is unto light:  --

Knox 



1547-1549, John Knox In Exile 

 

 

I am convinced 

that Rome [the 

RCC] is the 

Harlot on the 

seven hills 

drunk with the 

blood of the 

saints. 

• Knox became galley slave 

in the French fleet.  

• Knox found time to edit 

a Scots  Confession of 

Faith before he was 

released!  

• Upon release, goes to 

England under reign of 

King Edward VI. 



Knox Flees 

to Geneva, 

1554 

• On the accession of Mary Tudor in 1553, Knox fled 

England.  

• Assisted with Geneva Bible.   

• He escaped to the Continent disturbed by the realization that the fate of 

“true religion” in England had turned on the religious opinions of one 

woman. He could see no security for the Reformation anywhere if the 

personal whim of a sovereign was permitted to settle the religion of a 

nation.  Might it not be legitimate for Protestant subjects, in such 

circumstances, to resist—if necessary by force—the subversion of their 

religion by a Roman Catholic ruler?  Knox formulated his fateful 

conclusion, later to be applied in Scotland, that God-fearing 

magistrates and nobility have both the right and the duty to resist, if 

necessary by force, a ruler who threatens the safety of true religion.  
– Encyclopedia Britannica 



1555, Knox First Return to Scotland 

• 1555, Knox returned to Scotland.   

• He preached for six months but was 

again forced to leave, going again to 

Geneva, where he would pastor a 

church of English refugees.  

The Catholic clergy of 

Scotland are "gluttons, 

wantons and licentious 

revelers, but who yet 

regularly and meekly 

partook of the sacrament.” 



1555-56, Knox‟s Letters  

to England and Scotland 

• 1554 Faithful Admonition to the Protestants who remained in 

England.  

– “Its extremism and intemperate language served to increase the 

sufferings of those to whom it was addressed; and, coming as it did 

from one who was in comparative safety, it alienated many in England 

from him.”   

• Encyclopedia Britannica  

• 1556, Letter of Wholesome Counsel 

– Called for private family worship 

– weekly meetings of believers for corporate Bible study and discussion.  



The baptism now used in the Papistry is not 

the true baptism which Christ Jesus did 

institute and command to be used in his 

kirk; but it is an adulteration and 

profanation of the same, and therefore is to 

be avoided of all God's children.    -- Knox 



1558 Catholic 

High Point: Rule 

by 3 Maries 

• Mary Stuart, Queen of 

Scots, married Prince 

Francois, heir to the French 

crown. 

• Mary of Guise ruled 

Scotland as Regent for Mary 

Stuart  

• “Bloody” Mary Tudor had 

returned England to 

Catholicism. 
Mary Stuart, 

Queen of Scots 



„The First Blast of the Trumpet 

against the Monstrous Regiment of 

Women‟ 

• In Europe during England‟s Mary Tudor‟s reign, Knox 
publishes this infamous tract aimed directly at Mary 
Tudor and Mary of Guise. 

• “he states with uncurbed vehemence the common belief of his day 
that the exercise of authority by women is contrary to both 
natural law and revealed religion.”  
– Encyclopedia Britannica  

• Unfortunately for Knox, publication coincided with the 
accession in England of the Protestant Elizabeth I, who 
indignantly and permanently debarred the rash author 
from her realm. 

•"Women in her 

greatest perfection 

was made to serve 

and obey man." 

 



Knox‟s Second 

Return to Scotland 

1559 

• 1559, Knox returned to Scotland 

while Elizabeth was on the throne 

in England 

• was married at age 38 to a 17 year 

old girl (!), and was widowed a 

few years afterward.  

• Preached a doctrine of resistance 

to Catholic rulers - armed if 

necessary.  

"Not one of Scotland's Catholic 
priests is legally a minister--not if 
we go by God's word, the practice 
of the apostles, and their own 
ancient laws. They are all thieves 
and murderers. Yes, they are even 
rebels and traitors to the legal 
authority of empires, kings and 
princes. We stand here ready to 
prove it ourselves. They shouldn't 
be allowed in any reformed 
commonwealth."  



Rebellion of the „Lords of the Congregation‟ 

1559-1560 

• Protestant nobles in Scotland were resisting Mary of 
Guise, the mother of Mary Queen of Scots, and 
French armies threatened to secure Scotland for 
Catholicism 

• They formed the “Lords of the Congregation” 
allegedly to „defend God‟s Word.” 

• A clause in Mary Stuart‟s marriage contract 
effectively gave France control of Scotland.  

• The Lords of Congregation justified their rebellion as 
an attempt to free Scotland from French domination 
rather than a religious revolution.  



whosoever offers their 

children to the papistical 

baptism, offers them to the 

devil, who was author and 

first inventor of all such 

abominations;  
 -- Knox 



1560 Providential Circumstances 

• Mary of Guise, dies 

• Mary Tudor dies. 

• Mary Stuart‟s husband Francis, 
crown prince of France dies. 

• Queen Elizabeth of England 
reverts England to 
Protestantism and sends troops 
to Scotland to help the Lords of 
the Congregation.  

• The Treaty of Edinburgh 
enabled a committee of Lords to 
rule Scotland.  



1560, Scottish 

Parliament  

Adopts the  

Scots Confession 

• Scottish parliament   

– accepts the Scots Confession 

–  forbids the mass 

– declares the pope has no 

jurisdiction in Scotland. 

– Establishes a “reformed kirk” (state 

church) 

• Scots Confession  
– written primarily by John Knox 

– 25 articles 

– stressed the real presence of Christ in the 

Eucharist and Expressly denies Zwinglian 

view of the Eucharist as being a mere 

memorial. 

– Sidesteps predestination issues altogether. 



Knox Organizes Scot Kirk 
• Knox, presented to the Scottish Parliament the First Book of 

Discipline containing proposals for the constitution and finance of the 
Reformed Church.  

– Congregations were to be governed by elders elected annually by 
the people and the elders were to aid the minister to maintain firm 
moral discipline among the people.  

– Ministers elected by the people but appointed only after rigorous 
examination of life and doctrine by other ministers.  

– Appoints 10 to 12 bishop like “superintendents” of areas roughly 
corresponding to the old bishops‟ dioceses.  1/3 of of them were 
former bishops. They were to “supervise” the ministers and 
congregations in the area. 

• Worship was to be regulated by the Book of Common Order  

– Those who could not recite the Lord‟s Prayer, Apostles Creed and 
Ten Commandments were denied the Lord‟s Supper.  



Waves of Iconoclasm, 1560-61 

• Knox preached a sermon 
against idolatry in Perth 
which unleashed a seething 
Protestant mob.  

• Iconoclasm (the destruction 
of religious images) swept 
the nation.  

• In St Andrews the army of 
the Lords of the 
Congregation stripped the 
altars, smashed the icons, 
destroyed the relics and 
whitewashed the walls of its 
churches over night. 



Cleansed Churches 



Mary returned to Scotland in 1561. 
• Mary returned to Scotland in 1561 

• On returning to Scotland she 
married her cousin  Henry, Lord 
Darnley 

• Their son James was born in 1566 

• In February 1567, the house where 
Darnley was staying blew up. Just 
three months later she married 
Bothwell, the chief suspect.  

• In June 1567, Bothwell was exiled 
and Mary deposed.  

• The next year, her supporters were 
defeated in battle and she fled to 
England. 

"I fear the prayers of John 

Knox more than all the 

assembled armies of 

Europe." 

Mary, 

Queen of 

Scots 



Knox vs  

Mary Stuart,  

• Knox worried that Mary Stuart would 

return Scotland to the RCC like Mary 

Tudor had done.  

• Knox sought a personal interview with the 

queen, then 20-years-old, he said "with 

intent to bring her heart to Jesus."  

“If the realm find no inconvenience in 

the regiment of a woman, …[I shall] 

be content to live as Paul was to live 

under Nero.” 



Mary Imprisoned 

& Executed 

 

 

• Mary fled south into England 

hoping for help from her cousin 

Elizabeth. 

• Elizabeth imprisoned Mary for 

the next 18 years.  

• in 1586 Mary led a plot to 

assassinate Elizabeth and bring 

about a Catholic uprising.  

• She was executed in 1587, aged 

44. 



Still-Born English “Presbyterianism” 
• In 1570 Thomas Cartwright (1535–1603) 

delivered a series of lectures at the 
University of Cambridge proposing that 
presbyterian government. Cartwright was 
dismissed for his opinions and fled to 
Geneva.  

• John Whitgift, the vice-chancellor at 
Cambridge, maintained that the government 
of the church should be suited to the 
government of the state and that episcopal 
government best suited monarchy.  

• Most Puritans supported episcopacy 

• From 1571 to 1640 not a single book printed 
in England advocating Presbyterianism 

 
Queen Elizabeth I 



James VI and I, 1567/1603-1625 

• Son of Mary, Queen of Scots, crowned at one 
year 

• Tutored by Calvinists 

• Regents governed until 1585 

• Held captive for a year after Ruthven Raid, 
1582 

• Married Anne of Denmark, 1589 

The Stuart Dynasty: Scotland, 1371-1714, England 1603-1714 



1581, Second Scots Confession 

• The Second Scots Confession, also 
called the King's Confession and the 
National Covenant (1581), was a 
supplement to the First Scots 
Confession adopted by the king, 
council, and court and by all the 
Scottish people in 1581..  

• strongly antipapal statement  

• made a part of the National Covenant of 
1638.  

• superseded by the Westminster 
Confession in 1647. 



King Charles Imposes Book of 

Common Prayer in Scotland, 1637 
• “When this vomit of Romisch superstition” 

was introduced, “all the common people, 
especially the women, rose up with such a 
loud clamor and uproar, so that nothing 
could be heard; some cried “Woe, woe!” some 
cried „Sorrow, sorrow! For this doleful day, 
and that they are bringing in Popery among 
us!‟ Others did cast their stools against the 
Deans‟ face.” 

– Scots Presbyterian cleric 

King Charles I 



National Covenant, 

1638 

"...the LIVING GOD, THE 

SEARCHER OF OUR bless our 

desires and proceedings with a 

happy success; that religion and 

righteousness may flourish in the 

land, to the glory of GOD, the 

honour of our King, and peace and 

comfort of us all."  

• Scotts signed the National 
Covenant in 1638.  

• This National Covenant  
– asserted national sovereignty, but 

pledged loyalty to the King. 

– promised to defend the Church of 
Scotland from Anglican “novations” 
and to uphold Presbyterianism,  

– called for the abolition of bishops 

• Strong identification with 
Covenant theology, elect, chosen 
people, new Israel, salvation, etc. 

• Signers attacked those who didn‟t. 
Aberdeen and its seminary 
attacked and seminary students 
forced to sign or be killed. 



Solemn League 

And Covenant  

With English 

1643 

• alliance between English Parliament 

and the Scottish Covenanters. 

• The Scots Covenanters agreed to bring 

an army into England to help 

Parliament in its war against the 

Crown, and Parliament promised to 

enforce Presbyterianism in England in 

return. 

• The Scots Covenanter army entered 

the north of England in January 1644 

and played a major role in the Battle of 

Marston Moor. 

• English Parliament responded by 

– suspending Bishops 

– beheading Archbishop Laud 

– Westminster Assembly  



Westminster 

Assembly  

(1643-1649) 

• called by the Long Parliament in 1643 

• Episcopal churchmen not invited or were 
imprisoned or killed 

• Scots Presbyterians invited as “advisors”. 

• A few Congregationalists in attendance but 
most Congregationalists were in the army 
serving as Chaplains on the battlefields with 
Cromwell. 

• convenes in the Henry VII Chapel of 
Westminster Abbey until 1649.  

• began with the Irish Articles of Religion 
(1615) 

• drew heavily upon the Heidelberg and 
Belgic Confessions and the Canons of Dort.  



Westminster Confession Adopted By 

English and Scots Parliaments 
• 1646 Westminster Assembly completed:  

– Westminster Confession, 

– Westminster catechisms 

– Form of Government 

– Directory of Public Worship  

• English Parliament approved it after some revisions 
in June 1648, giving English government final say on 
discipline and doctrine.  

• Adopted by the Scottish General Assembly in 1648. 

• Imposed sabbatarianism 

• Required sprinkling/pouring only as mode of 
baptism 

See any Irony in this 

Photo of Westminster 

Abbey? 



Aftermath of Westminster 

Assembly 

• Presbyterianism still-born in 
England, no popular support. 

• Synods never met. 

• Scots allied with King vs 
Congregationalists under Cromwell 
and were defeated, resulting in 
repudiaton of presbyterianism in 
England. 

• When the monarchy was restored in 
1660, the episcopal form of church 
government was reinstated and the 
Confession lost official status in 
England.  

Page from 

Westminster 

Confession 

Westminster Abbey the 

Way it looked then 



Westminster Confession 
• Consisting of 33 chapters, it 

– states that sole doctrinal 
authority is scripture, 

– restates the doctrines of the 
Holy Trinity and Jesus 

– gives reformed views of the 
sacraments, the ministry, and 
grace.  

• “some men and angels are predestinated 
unto everlasting life, and others 
foreordained to everlasting death,” but 
“neither is God the author of sin, nor is 
violence offered to the will of creatures.” 



“Presbyterianism” 
• church government is vested in pastors and lay 

elders (Presbyters).  

• distinguished from both Lutheranism and 

Anglicanism by the thoroughness of their 

separation from Roman Catholic patterns of 

liturgy, piety, and doctrine.  

• emphasized the sole authority of the Bible with 

more rigor than Anglicans or Lutherans 

• Opposed ritualistic and sacramental traditions 

of the Catholic Church 

• condemned an Episcopal form of government, 

but relied on clericalism.   

• Strict church discipline.  

• Strict Sabbath observances. 

Baptism is the sign of our first 

entrance into the household of 

God our Father; by which is 

signified that we are received in 

league with him, that we are 

clad with Christ's justice 

[righteousness], our sins and 

filthiness being washed away in 

his blood.  



Presbyterian Theory of  

Church & State 

• “This [Presbyterian] understanding of 

the authority of the Bible has led to 

its characteristic interpretation of the 

relation between church and state, 

sometimes labeled theocratic, 

according to which those charged with 

the proclamation of the revealed will 

of God in the Scriptures (i.e., the 

ministers) are to address this will also 

to civil magistrates.” 

– Encyclopedia Britannica  

 



Presbyterian Local Church Government 

• The session is the elders and the pastor 

• Pastor is the “moderator” or chairman of session. 

• Rise of clericalism and professional class clergy.  

• No Lay preachers! 

• Session supervises the calling and election of pastors, 
receives and dismisses members, determines the order of 
the services, and exercises church discipline.  

• The deacons, over whom the pastor is also the moderator, 
care for the poor and any other temporal affairs.  

• The trustees, under their own chairman, have charge of 
the property and fiscal and legal obligations of the 
congregation. The trustees serve for stated terms and are 
not ordained. 

• The elders and deacons are ordained to their offices by 
the pastor.  





Presbyterian Denomination Level 

Church Government: Presbyteries 
• A presbytery is formed by all 

ministers, in pastorates or not, of 

a given area, together with one or 

more elders appointed by each of 

the congregations of the area.  

• The presbytery is responsible for 

ordaining, installing, removing, or 

transferring ministers.  

• Once installed, the pastor may not 

be dismissed by the people or leave 

the people without consent of the 

presbytery. 



Presbyterian Denomination Level Church 

Government: Synods 

• A synod is made up of 
several presbyteries.  

• 1585-1637, very few Scots lay 
elders attend. 

• Scots lay Elders later 
expressly forbidden from 
participating! 

• Episcopal advocates decried 
the “petty popedomes” of 
local church pastors under 
Presbyterian system. 



Presbyterian Denomination Level Church 

Government: General Assembly 
• an annual meeting of commissioners, 

ministers, and elders, elected by all the 

presbyteries (not by the synods).  

• has charge of all the general concerns of the 

church's faith, order, property, missions, 

education, and the like.  

• The missionary, benevolent, educational, 

and publishing work of the denomination 

are under boards elected by the General 

Assembly.  

• The assembly also functions as the final 

court of appeal on all cases that come up to 

it from the congregational sessions, 

presbyteries, and synods. 



“Anglicans” and “Presbyterians” Compared 

Issue Anglicans Presbyterians 

Baptism Babies, sprinkling Babies, sprinkling 

Lord‟s Supper Mixed Spiritual Presence 

Oaths, Military and Gov 

service 
Allowed Allowed 

Church State Church, controlled 

by Bishops, Attendance 

required, Liturgical 

worship, professional 

clergy 

State Church, controlled by 

representative assemblies and run locally 

by consistories, strong discipline. 

Attendance required, Liturgical worship, 

professional clergy, Iconoclasm 

Salvation Strong emphasis on 

outward rituals and 

conformance 

Strong emphasis on godly living 

God‟s Sovereignty in 

Salvation 
Mixed Strong “Calvinism” 



“Congregationalists” and “Presbyterians” Compared 

Issue Congregationalists Presbyterians 

Baptism Babies, sprinkling Babies, sprinkling 

Lord‟s Supper Memorial / Spiritual Spiritual 

Oaths, Military and 

Government service 

Allowed Allowed 

Church Separated and autonomous body 

of believers, separate from State, 

voluntary membership, lay 

preachers, Iconoclasm 

State Church, controlled by 

representative assemblies and run 

locally by consistories, strong 

discipline. Attendance required, 

Liturgical worship, professional 

clergy, Iconoclasm 

Salvation Strong emphasis and godly living Strong emphasis on godly living 

God‟s Sovereignty  

in Salvation 

Strong “Calvinism” Strong “Calvinism” 



“Presbyterians” and “Baptists” Compared 

Issue Presbyterians Baptists 

Baptism Babies, sprinkling Only believers, immersion 

Lord‟s Supper Spiritual Memorial 

Oaths, Military and Gov 

service 

Allowed Allowed 

Church State Church, controlled by 

representative assemblies and run 

locally by consistories, strong 

discipline. Attendance required, 

Liturgical worship, professional 

clergy 

Separated and autonomous body 

of believers, voluntary 

membership, separate from 

State, lay preachers 

Salvation Strong emphasis godly living Strong emphasis on new birth 

and godly living 

God‟s Sovereignty in 

Salvation 

Strong “Calvinism” 

 

Mixed 


