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1439 AD 

Seven Sacraments Affirmed Officially 



Sacrament 1: 

Baptism: 



Immersion Baptisteries 

Although there is ample evidence of river 

baptisms, soon the baptisms were elaborate 

rituals conducted in a “baptistry” which was 

near to but separate from the church building.  



A Baptistry Interior 

Quite early in the Middle Ages the water came to be viewed as “holy water” 

and prayers were offered to sanctify it. 



Immersion Baptism as Evidenced in Art 

Here’s a baby. Will it be 

immersed like the 

Orthodox do?  



Evidence of Immersion & Affusion 

Within the Baptistry was a large basin that the candidate would sit or stand 

in and either be dunked or have water poured over him.   Believe it or not, 

most candidates were nude or perhaps in underpants only, even women. 



Infant Baptisms 

By the late Middle Ages, baptism ceremonies 

incorporated an “exorcism” to rid the 

candidate of devils, even infants. This is still 

the practice today. 



Sanctioned Pouring AD 753 

The first official statement 
favoring the practice of 
pouring water on the 
head was made in A.D. 
753.  Pope Stephen II 
was asked if, in a case 
of necessity due to 
illness, it was lawful to 
baptize by pouring 
water on the head.  He 
replied, "If such a 
baptism were 
performed, in such a 
case of necessity, in the 
name of the holy trinity, 
it should be held valid." 



As infant baptism came 

to dominate, baptismals 

got smaller and smaller. 

This one is way too 

small for an adult to be 

immersed. 

Eventually, baptism was REQUIRED of 

all babies born in Christian  Medieval 

Europe. Some exceptions were made for 

Jews, but not for anyone believing in 

believers’ baptisms. 



Sacrament 2: 

Confirmation 

 “Confirmation is a sacrament in in which the 
Holy Ghost is given by the laying on of hands 
and a blessing.”  Catholic Encyclopedia 

 Confirmatio means  a making fast or sure. It 
has also been known as the "imposition of 
hands" or as "anointing with chrism" 

 Consists of the Bishop: 

 Laying on of hands  

 Praying: "send forth upon them thy 
sevenfold Spirit the Holy Paraclete."  

 Anointing the forehead of each with 
chrism saying: "I sign thee with the sign 
of the cross and confirm thee with the 
chrism of salvation, in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost.“ 

 Giving a slight blow on the cheek saying: 
"peace be with thee".  

 A prayer is added that the Holy Spirit may 
dwell in the hearts of those who have been 
confirmed, and the rite closes with the 
bishop's blessing.  

 



 

“Confirmation 
Perfects 
Baptismal 
Grace” John 
Paul II Vatican, 

October 7, 1998  

“Through this anointing, the confirmant 

fully receives that gift of the Holy Spirit 

which he had already received in 

Baptism in an initial and fundamental 

way. ..And so we Christians, having 

been incorporated into the Body of 

Christ our Lord by faith and Baptism, 

are marked by the seal of the Spirit 

when we receive this anointing.” 

Why Confirmation? 
 Acts 8:14-17 - the people of 

Samaria were baptized in Christ, but 
did not receive the fullness of the 
Spirit until they were confirmed by 
elders by laying on of hands.  

 Acts 19:5-6 - the people of Ephesus 
were baptized in Christ, but Paul 
laid hands on them to seal them with 
the Holy Spirit. Eph. 1:13 - Paul 
writes that the baptized Ephesians 
were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, in reference to confirmation.  

 Eph. 4:30 - Paul says the Ephesians 
were sealed in the Holy Spirit of 
God. 

 Heb. 6:2 - Paul gives instruction to 
the Hebrews about the laying on of 
hands. 

 John 6:27 - Jesus says the Father has 
set His seal on Him.  

 Rev. 9:4 - the locusts could not harm 
those with the seal of God upon 
their foreheads.  



When is 

Confirmation? 

 Only those already baptized and in a state of grace may receive it 

 only Bishop may administer (Orthodox church allows priests) 

 Not necessary for salvation, but obligatory for the faithful  

 “The rite did not exist in the early church, since those who joined did so as adults 
and were baptized after instruction. As baptism of infants became common, some 
means of ascertaining their knowledge and commitment as young adults became 
necessary. A period of instruction was introduced, after which the candidates were 
examined and confirmed. “  Encyclopedia Britannica 

 “In the early ages of the Church, confirmation was part of the rite of initiation, and 
consequently was administered immediately after baptism. When, however, 
baptism came to be conferred by simple priests, the two ceremonies were 
separated in the RCC. Further, when infant baptism became customary in the 
RCC, confirmation was not administered until the child had attained the use of 
reason [usually age 7]. This is the present practice, though there is considerable 
latitude as to the precise age.”  Catholic Encyclopedia 



What Do Other Churches Do? 

 “In the Orthodox Church and in Spain, infants 

are now, as in earlier times, confirmed 

immediately after baptism.” Catholic 

Encyclopedia 

 The Orthodox church calls is “chrismation” 

and it is an integral part of baptism ceremony. 

 The rite is also used in the Anglican 

(Episcopalian) and Lutheran churches but is 

only a simple ceremony of public 

acknowledgement of faith and not a sacrament 

imparting the Holy Spirit. 

 Similar to confirmation is the Methodist 

“second blessing” and modern charismatics 

notion of the “baptism of the Holy Spirit” 

My Dad at his Lutheran Confirmation 



Sacrament 3: 

Eucharist/Mass 

1000 AD mass attendance 

mandatory at least once per year 
 

Real vs. Physical Presence 



Lord’s Supper: Four Views 

Memorial  
(Zwinglian/Anabaptist) 

Spiritual Presence  
(Calvinist) 

Transubstantiation  
(Catholic) 

Consubstantiation 
(Lutheran) 



Lord’s Supper: Four Purposes 

Remembering/Proclaiming 
(Zwinglian/Anabaptist) 

Memorial/Spiritual Communion 
(Calvinist) 

Resacrifice of Christ/Conveying of Grace 
(Catholic) 

Memorial/Conveying of Grace 
(Lutheran) 



Diverse Views on Presence of Christ in 

Lord’s Supper 

  

Real presence?     Yes No 

Physically Spiritually 

In elements In community 

Catholic Lutheran 
Calvin Anabaptist Zwingli 

In elements 



Physical Presence of Christ?  

Because of the risk of spilling the blood of Christ, early in the Middle Ages, the 

practice was adopted of giving only the bread, and not the wine to the congregation, 

reserving the wine for the priests alone.  In addition, because of the need to avoid 

dropping crumbs of the body of Christ, a crumb free, unleavened wafer was adopted 

for distribution. 



9th Cen. Formalization of Doctrine of 

Transubstantiation 

 Paschasius Radbertus (c. 785 - c. 860) first 

formalized the true doctrine of 

transubstantiation -- the idea that the bread 

and cup are indeed transformed, literally and 

physically, into the body and blood of the 

Lord. In this case the authority of Augustine 

was overthrown and a new doctrine was set 

up.  

 

A medieval Chalice 

for Mass 



9th Cen. Opposition to Transubstantiation 

 Ratramnus (died c. 868) advocated 
strongly a doctrine of symbolic 
transformation of the elements. The 
transformation, which Ratramnus 
agreed was performed by the clergy 
in the consecration of the elements, 
was perceived only by faith and only 
by the faithful. It was not a physical, 
literal transubstantiation. 

 Around 1000, Ratramnus' book was 
condemned. It was known to the 
Protestant Reformers and used to 
their advantage.  

 Catholics placed it on the Index of 
Forbidden Books from 1559 until 
1900. 

 John Scotus Erigena (c. 810-

877), was one of greatest 

theologians of early middle 

ages, and helped pave way for 

scholasticism. Involved in 

eucharistic controversy with 

Radbertus and maintains in 

the supper we partake of the 

Lord "mentally not dentally." 

 



1215 AD Fourth Lateran Council  

Officially Adopts Transubstantiation 

 1215--Fourth Lateran Council 

summarized and reinforced 

medieval doctrines and practices. 

 the doctrine of transubstantiation 

was enshrined officially in 

Catholic dogma.  

 1215 Transubstantiation adopted 

officially 

 

 

 



Practical Consequences of 

Transubstantiation Doctrine 

 Since the wine was now considered to be 

literally the blood of Christ, it could no 

longer be put at risk of being spilled and 

so thereafter only the Priests were given 

the wine and the congregation was given 

the bread only. 

 Since the bread was now considered the 

literal body of Christ, crumbs could not 

be tolerated and so a thin wafer was 

adopted for use as the bread. 

 Often, the bread and wine were kept on 

the atars in see-through containers so that 

the faithful could come any time during 

the day and bow down and worship it. 



RCC Mass: Physical Presence of Christ 
 Priest: And do Thou, O God, vouchsafe in all respects to bless, consecrate, and 

approve this our oblation, to perfect it and render it well-pleasing to Thyself, so that it 
may become for us the body and blood of Thy most beloved Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, OF THE NEW AND 
EVERLASTING TESTAMENT, THE MYSTERY OF FAITH, WHICH FOR YOU 
AND FOR MANY SHALL BE SHED UNTO THE REMISSION OF SINS  As often 
as ye shall do these things, ye shall do them in memory of Me.  

 (The bell is again rung thrice as the priest adores and elevates the Chalice.)  

 

 Priest: We humbly beseech Thee, almighty God, to command that these our offerings 
be borne by the hands of Thy holy angel to Thine altar on high in the presence of Thy 
divine Majesty; that as many of us as shall receive the most sacred Body and Blood 
of Thy Son by partaking thereof from this altar may be filled with every heavenly 
blessing and grace: Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 (The priest drops a particle of the Sacred Host into the Chalice.)  May this co-
mingling and consecrating of the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ avail us 
who receive it unto life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 



Re-sacrifice of 

Christ 

 Since the Lord's body and blood 
were indeed upon the altar in the 
church, the idea developed that 
the church was offering to God 
the actual body and blood of the 
Lord -- AGAIN. In fact, the 
sacrifice of the cross was re-
performed every time the priest 
celebrated Mass.  

 Mass is  a meritorious act before 
God with saving those in 
attendance, or those for whom 
the Mass was performed, such as 
the dead. 

 This remains official Roman 
Catholic doctrine.  

 



RCC Mass as a 

Repeated 

Sacrifice 

 The priest takes the paten with the host, and 
offering it up, says in a lower voice: 
Receive, O Holy Father, almighty and 
eternal God, this spotless host, which I, 
Thine unworthy servant, offer unto Thee, 
my living and true God, for my countless 
sins, trespasses, and omissions; likewise for 
all here present, and for all faithful 
Christians, whether living or dead, that it 
may avail both me and them to salvation, 
unto life everlasting. Amen.  
 

 At the middle of the altar, the priest says 
“We offer unto Thee, O Lord, the chalice of 
salvation, beseeching Thy clemency that it 
may ascend as a sweet odor before Thy 
divine majesty, for our own salvation, and 
for that of the whole world. Amen.  Come, 
Thou, the Sanctifier, God, almighty and 
everlasting: bless this sacrifice which is 
prepared for the glory of Thy holy name.”  

 
 



1265 Aquinas 

Teaches  

Transubstantiation 

 Used teachings of Aristotle 
to make a distinction 
between the substance of 
the elements, which are 
physically transformed into 
the body and blood, and the 
accidents of the elements, 
which retain their 
appearance as bread and 

wine.  



Hocus Pocus? 

 THE CONSECRATION OF THE HOST DURING MASS, CHANGING 
BREAD AND WINE INTO BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

 
 Priest: Who, the day before He suffered, took bread into His holy and venerable hands, and 

having lifted up His eyes to heaven, to Thee, God, His almighty Father, giving thanks to 
Thee, blessed it †, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take ye and eat ye all of this:  
 
The priest bends over the Host and says 
 

FOR THIS IS MY BODY  

 
 

The bell is rung three times as the priest adores and elevates the Sacred Host.  

 

 P: Qui pridie quam pateretur, accepit panem in sanctas ac venerabiles manus suas: et elevatis 
oculis in coelum ad te Deum Patrem suum omnipotentem, tibi gratias agens, benedixit †, 
fregit, deditque discipulis suis, dicens: Accipite et manducate ex hoc omnes:  
 
 

HOC EST ENIM CORPUS MEUM 
 
 



A Re-sacrifice of Christ Calls for  

An Eucharistic Altar 

Crucifex 

Altar 

Veil over “Tabernacle” 

Prayer 
cards 
To 
read 

Communion 
Rail 

Finger basin with “holy water” 



Gilded, Ornate Altars 



Eucharistic “Sacred Vessels” 

Gold Chalice 

Cloth veil for  
Wiping lips 

Plate to hold the 
wafers 

Dust cover 

Veil to cover  
During  
“Transubstantiation” 

Linen napkin for  
Holding the  
“corporeal” when  
Not in use 



Eucharistic “Vestments” 

“Amice” Symbol  
of cloth put  
Over Christ’s head by  
Soldiers mocking Him 

“Alb” White 
garment symbol of  
Garment 
supposedly put on  
Christ by Herod. 
White like the  
Lamb. 

“Cincture” symbol 
of cords 
That bound our 
Lord. 

“Maniple” symbol of  
Chains that bound  
Christ’s hands 

“Stole”, symbol of the  
Cross 

“Chasuble”  
symbol of 
purple cloak  
Given to Christ 
by Pilate. 



Transubstantiation Leads to Physical Separation of the Altar from 

the Congregation 



Elaborate Barriers Between 

Congregation and Altars. 



“Paedo-Communion” Survives for Centuries 

 In 585 the council of Macon, in France, ordered that on Wednesdays and 
Fridays the infants and children of the church should be brought back to the 
church where they "should receive the remains of the sacrifices.“ 

  The council of Toledo, in 675, even "found it necessary to reassure 
anxious minds by a declaration that the sick who found themselves unable 
to swallow the Eucharist, and others who had failed to swallow it 'in times 
of infancy,' did not fall under the censure of the first council of Toledo 
(can. 14), against those who having received did not consume it (can. 
11)."41 

 Grew less favored because of risks of spilling the blood of Christ!!! 

 Finally dropped at Council of Trent.  

 Continued even today by Orthodox churches! 



Transubstantiation Explained at 

Council of Trent 

 Elements become body and blood of Christ. 

 Requires ordained priest and proper ritual. 

 “This is my body”  (Hoc est corpus meum). 

 Aquinas:  the accidents (outward form) doesn’t 

change but the substance (essence) changes. 

 Mass is a repeated sacrifice (“host”). 



 Sacrament 4: 

Penance 
 Early penance resulting from early church 

“Lapsed” controversies. The bishop or 
priest became those who either imposed or 
remitted the earthly penalties of the 
church.  

 Latin Vulgate translation of the Bible used 
the term "do penance" to translate 
"repent." This encouraged the belief that 
there was a sacrament of penance.  

 Penance is based upon the concept that sin 
is always evil and that, even though the 
crime and the eternal punishment are 
forgiven in the sacrament of penance, 
divine charity and justice demand that the 
sinner pay for his crime and punishment 
remains to be satisfied in this life or in 
purgatory. 

 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 

the Lord is with thee; 

blessed art thou among 

women, and blessed is the 

fruit of thy womb 

Jesus.   Holy Mary, 

Mother of God, pray for 

us sinners, now and at the 

hour of our death. Amen. 

Rosary 



Confession 

 Penance was preceded by confession to the 
priest, who would then pronounce the penance 
that was to be performed. The priest would also 
absolve from sins.  

 10th Century • Private confession develops from 
public confession in both Eastern and Western 
Churches.  

 1215 private confessions to priests inaugurated 

 1215 The Fourth Lateran Council required 
annual confession. 

 All unconfessed sins must be worked off in 
Purgatory 

 Confessional manuals to identify sins 



Penitentials 

 seeking forgiveness from sins, bands of 
"flagellants" roam the countryside 
beating themselves as penance. 

 

 Eventually, fixed penances were 
assigned that were calculated to 
compensate the debt of punishment 
contracted by sin.  

 Penitentials were official manuals 
used by Catholic priests in 
administering ecclesiastical penance, 
containing (1) detailed lists of sins 
that the priest was to consider in 
assisting an individual penitent with 
his examination of conscience and 
confession during the rite and (2) 
corresponding penances or acts that 
were to be assigned to the penitent. 

 There developed procedures to 
commute the protracted canonical 
penance by substituting periods of 
fasting (usually of 40 days, a 
quarantine), special private prayers, 
almsgiving, and payments of money 
that was to be used for religious 
purposes.  

 

 
 



The treasury of 

merit 
 Storehouse of excess good 

deeds of the apostles & 

saints 

 Pope could give a pious 

Christian the “credits” to 

reduce time in Purgatory 

 Buttressed papal theory 

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Park/3512/


Indulgences 

 The pertinent section of the indulgence 
decree reads: “Whosoever out of pure 
devotion and not for the sake of gaining honor 
or money, shall go to Jerusalem to liberate the 
Church of God, may count that journey in lieu 
of all penance.” 

 

 Indulgences grant remission of 
temporal punishment for sins 
that have been forgiven 
through the sacrament of 
penance. 

 Defined as permission to relax 

or commute a stipulated 

penance 

 Relax = reduce the amount 

 (E.g., distance of a 

pilgrimage) 

 Commute = change the 
form of penance 

 (E.g., from a 
pilgrimage to fasting) 

 The first to grant a plenary, or 

absolute, indulgence was Pope 

Urban II on the occasion of the 

First Crusade (1095). 



Sale of 

Indulgences 

 Crusade indulgences for financing knights 

 Innocent II granted a 40-day indulgence for visiting 
and contributing to the adornment of the great church 
at Cluny (1132), and soon every church of any 
importance had its own indulgence to further the work 
of construction.  

 The practice of demanding an offering as a necessary 
condition for certain indulgences inevitably prepared 
the way for serious abuses. The magnificent cathedrals 
of Europe and its older universities, hospitals, bridges, 
and other social and cultural projects are evidence 
enough that much of the money collected on the 
occasion of an indulgence was actually directed toward 
legitimate purposes; not a little, however, found its way 
into the pockets of greedy ecclesiastics and 
professional collectors (quaestores).  

 The indulgence became a substitute for true sorrow and 
confession. The frequently used expression ab omni 
culpa et poena—“from all guilt and punishment”—
contributed to the misconception.  

 During the rebuilding of the imperial cathedral in 
Speyer (1451) there was written on the church doors in 
big letters, “In this place is full pardon of all sins for 
punishment and guilt.” 

 



Absolution 

 An absolution is a pronouncement of 
remission (forgiveness) of sins to the 
penitent.  

 The power to absolve lies with the priest, 
who can grant release from the guilt of sin to 
the sinner who is truly contrite, confesses his 
sin, and promises to perform satisfaction to 
God. 

 In the early Christian church, the priest 
publicly absolved repentant sinners after 
they had confessed and performed their 
penance in public. During the Middle Ages, 
however, private (auricular) confession 
became the usual procedure, and thus 
absolution followed in private.  

“I absolve thee 

from thy sins in the 

name of the Father 

and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.” 



Purgatory 

 

 

Dante’s Purgatorio 

 The doctrine of purgatory is closely related to that of 
penance.  Even though the crime of sin and its eternal 
punishment are forgiven through penance, divine 
justice demands that the sinner pay for his crime either 
in this life or in purgatory.  

 Penance involves the temporal penalties of sin, not the 

eternal penalties.  

 Penance and purgatory strictly applied to sinners who 
were in a state of grace.  

 Unrepentant sinners under the eternal punishment of 
hell.  

 If a Christian dies without fully satisfying the 
temporal penalties of sin, he goes (according to 
Catholic theology) to Purgatory to finish paying those 
temporal penalties. He is then welcomed into heaven, 
having fully paid the penalties.  

 The priest gives absolution, i.e. forgiveness of 
confessed sins.  

 



Limbo  In Roman Catholicism, a region 
between heaven and hell, the dwelling 
place of souls not condemned to 
punishment but deprived of the joy of 
existence with God in heaven. 

 

 The concept probably developed in the 
Middle Ages. Two distinct kinds of 
limbo were proposed: the limbus 
patrum ("fathers' limbo"), where Old 
Testament saints were confined until 
liberated by Jesus in his "descent into 
hell"; and the limbus infantum or 
limbus puerorum ("children's limbo"), 
the abode of those who died without 
actual sin but whose original sin had 
not been washed away by baptism or 
whose free will was restricted by 
mental deficiency.  

 Today the Catholic church downplays 
the notion of limbo, and it is not an 
official part of church doctrine. 

 



Sacrament 5: 

Extreme Unction  

(Last Rites) 

 The sacrament consists in the unction with 
oil, specially blessed by the bishop, of the 
organs of the five external senses (eyes, ears, 
nostrils, lips, hands), of the feet, and, for men 
of the loins or reins; and in the following 
form repeated at each unction with mention 
of the corresponding sense or faculty: 
"Through this holy unction and His own most 
tender mercy may the Lord pardon thee 
whatever sins or faults thou hast committed 
by sight [by hearing, smell, taste, touch, 
walking, carnal delectation]".  

 The unction of the loins is generally omitted 
in English-speaking countries, and it is of 
course everywhere forbidden in case of 
women.  

 To perform this rite fully takes an appreciable 
time, but in cases of urgent necessity, when 
death is likely to occur before it can be 
completed, it is sufficient to employ a single 
unction (on the forehead, for instance) with 
the general form: "Through this holy unction 
may the Lord pardon thee whatever sins or 
faults thou hast committed." 



When is Extreme Unction Performed? 

 Is given to the extremely aged, mortally wounded and the gravely sick, not 
to those about to be killed (e.g. in battle or by execution). 

 Given to those in a state of grace (baptized and penitent, not unbaptized or 
unrepentant) 

 May be repeated.  

 Pre 12th century the practice was to give the unction freely to all who were 
suffering from any serious illness, without waiting to decide whether 
danger of death was imminent. But in 12th and 13th centuries the 
sacrament came to be regarded by many as intended only for the dying.  

 “The causes contributing to this change were: (a) the extortionate demands 
of the clergy on the occasion of administering the unction which prevented 
the poor or even those of moderate means from asking for it except as a last 
resource; (b) the influence of certain popular superstitions, as, for instance, 
that the person anointed could not, in case of recovery, use the rights of 
marriage, eat flesh meat, make a will, walk with bare feet, etc.; and (c) the 
teaching … that, as the principal effect of the sacrament was the final 
remission of venial sins, it should not be given except to those who could 
not recover, and were no longer able or at least likely to fall again into 
venial sin ‘ Catholic Encyclopedia 



Why Extreme Unction? 

 James, 5:14-15 "Is any man sick among you? Let him bring in the 
[presbyters] of the Church, and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick man: and the Lord shall raise him up and if he be in 
sins, they shall be forgiven him.“ 

 
 “The priests are to pray over the sick man, anointing him with oil. Here we have 

the physical elements necessary to constitute a sacrament in the strict sense: oil 
as remote matter, like water in baptism; the anointing as proximate matter, like 
immersion or infusion in baptism; and the accompanying prayer as form.  It 
may be admitted that the words "the prayer of faith shall save the sick man; and 
the Lord shall raise him up", taken by themselves and apart from the context, 
might possibly be applied to mere bodily healing; but the words that follow, 
"and if he be in sins, they shall be forgiven him", speak expressly of a spiritual 
effect involving the bestowal of grace. This being so, and it being further 
assumed that the remission of sins is given by St. James as an effect of the 
prayer-unction, nothing is more reasonable than to hold that St. James is 
thinking of spiritual as well as of bodily effects when he speaks of the sick man 
being "saved" and "raised up".” Catholic Encylopedia 



What Does Extreme Unction 

Accomplish? 

 Believed Effects of Extreme 
Unction:  

 Remission (forgiveness) of 
sins are remitted (both venial 
and mortal) 

 Does not remove all temporal 
punishment for sins, post 
death prayers, mass and 
indulgences still necessary.  

 Alleviation and strengthening 
of the soul by inspiring the 
sick person  

 Sometimes, restoration of 
bodily health.  



Sacrament 6: Divine Orders  

(Ordination of Priests and Bishops) 

 By making ordination an 
official sacrament of the 
“one true church” the RCC 
was able to prevent (arrest) 
lay preachers and others 
who attempted to read 
and/or explain the Bible on 
their own. 

 In addition, the control over 
these appointments led to 
widespread nepotism and 
simony. 

 Denies that every believer is 
a priest; affirms the 
clergy/laity distinction 



Sacrament 7: Matrimony 

 Remember, in Ancient Rome marriage was a 
contract between two persons that could be 
terminated by either party, that is, divorce was 
easily obtained, even by women. 

 The New Testament does not set up marriage 
as a sacrament or ordinance of the church. 

 By making marriage a sacrament to be 
dispensed only by the official church, the 
church was able to gain great control in such 
circumstances as Kings seeking to find a new 
Queen (e.g. Henry VIII but also many others).  

 By disallowing most divorces or granting 
them only when men requested them, 
women’s rights and status declined 
significantly.  

 But, requiring mutual consent for a marriage 
to be performed was an improvement for 
women’s rights. 

What God has joined, 

let no man put asunder 



Questions to Consider 
 When you’re baptized, does anything at all happen to you or is it a mere testimony? 

 If a mere testimony, whose testimony is given when babies are baptized? What testimony is 
that? How does it relate to Biblical baptism? 

 Is there a second baptism “of the Holy Spirit”? If not, what exactly did happen in Acts 8 and 
19? 

 When we take the Lord’s Supper, is Christ present? In what way? In what way is he not 
present?  

 Everyone admits the Lord’s Supper is a memorial, but is it anything more than a memorial? 
What? 

 Do you repeatedly confess your sins and “ask for forgiveness”? If so, how is that different 
from the Catholic concept of a repeated sacrifice for sins? 

 If we sin and then confess, is that all we need to do?  Is there any room for Protestants 
believing they should somehow do some kind of “penance” to make things right in their 
life, like read the Bible more or pray more?   

 The Bible says to confess your sins “to one another”.  Do you do that, or are you satisfied 
by only confessing secretly to God?  To whomo and when do we confess to “one another”? 

 Do you believe that only those who are “ordained” as elders or pastors can distribute the 
Lord’s Supper or baptize believers? On what basis do you hold this view? 

 Do you believe you need to be married in a church and by a minister? If so, if you had a 
Biblical basis for divorce, doesn’t the church need to grant you the divorce, or is a secular 
state legal divorce sufficient? Is the Church required to end a marriage it has begun? 

 
 

 

 


