
“Calvinism” and “Arminianism” 



The “Low Countries” 



Early Phases of Dutch Reformation 
• The Netherlands had early been influenced 

by Lutheranism, then Anabaptism grew 
rapidly there.  

• 30 Luther works in Dutch by 1530  

• Dutch Anabaptist “Uproar”, 1535 

Very little 

Calvinist 

influence 

before 

1566 



The priest brought the oil, 

but there’s no salad in the 

house. 



1,000s at Calvinist Field 

Revivals! 

• In 1566 the congregations 

began to worship in the 

open fields, sometimes 

under armed guard and 

with barricaded 

approaches. A 

congregation of seven or 

eight thousand met in a 

field near Ghent; fifteen 

thousand outside 

Antwerp; twenty 

thousand at a bridge  near 

Tournai. 

– Owen Chadwick, The 

Reformation,  p.169. 





1561, Belgic Confession 

• "Belgic Confession" 37 articles 

written by Guido de Brès, a 

Reformer in the southern Low 

Countries (now Belgium)  

– Patterned after a Beza confession 

– Predestination 

– Infant baptism 

– Spiritual presence in Lord’s 

Supper 

– Discipline a mark of the true 

church 





1566, “Wonder Year": Waves of Iconoclasm 

• “Stained glass was 
smashed, missals 
ripped, 
monasteries 
plundered; images 
were desecrated 
with blood and 
beer; and letters of 
indulgence used as 
lavatory paper.” 
– Brian Moynahan, 

The Faith, A 
History of 
Christianity. 

http://www.gent.be/gent/historis/geschied/fotos/bstorm.jpg


Literally hundreds and Hundreds of Churches 

Forcibly Cleansed by Mobs 

“Soon, the iconoclasm 

swelled into a 

character and a scale 

unmatched in the 

history of the 

European 

Reformation.” 

 

Philip Benedict, 

Christ’s Churches 

Purely Reformed 





Aftermath of 

Iconoclasm 

















King Philip II of Spain 

• During the time of Philip II, all the 

Dutch Protestants were severely 

persecuted. 

• There is no accurate record of the 

number of Protestant martyrs in the 

Netherlands during this time. 

Numbers range between a 

documented 2,000 and an 

estimated 100,000.  

I will not be a King 

of Heretics! 



Margaret, regent of the 

Netherlands Persecutes Calvinists 

• Iconoclasm viewed as blasphemous outrage 
and sacrilege! 

• In 1559 Philip II appointed his half-sister, 
Margaret as regent of the Netherlands. 

• She pushed Philip’s orders to wipe out 
Protestantism. 

• She introduced the Inquisition. 

• The crown quickly suppressed an initial 
uprising in 1566-1567 

• It is estimated that over 100,000 Protestants 
were killed in the Netherlands between 1567 
and 1573. 



Alliance of “Beggars” 



Spanish Duke of Alba  

Declares War on  Heretics  

It is infinitely better to hold an 

impoverished and even ruined country 

for God and the king by war, than to 

leave it undamaged in the hands of the 

devil and his supporters the heretics. 



Alva’s Council of Blood 

• King Philip II sent the Duke of Alva 
to stop the revolt.   

– His actions included the council 
of blood and the sacking of 
Antwerp. 

• On March 3, 1568, fifteen hundred 
men were executed 

• Crown then imposed a military 
government whose brutal and illegal 
policies alienated much of 
Netherlands society and precipitated 
a second revolt in 1572.  

• Again, the crown almost crushed the 
rebels, but the war overtaxed crown 
finances and led to royal bankruptcy 
(1575).  



Persecutions of 

Protestants and 

Rescue of Biel 



God behoed ons 
(God will provide for us) 



Calvinist  

Prince William of Orange  

Leads Rebellion, 1576, 1581 

• In 1576, under the leadership of William of Orange 
(William the Silent), the Calvinist Dutch provinces 
united with the Catholic Dutch provinces to assert 
their independence from Spanish control. 

• In 1581 the provinces declared their independence 
from Spain and formed the United Provinces of the 
Netherlands. 

• The Catholic provinces appealed for Spanish troops, 
who rapidly reconquered the southern Netherlands.  

• 1584,William assassinated by an agent of King Philip 
II. 



1577 Dutch Anabaptists protected 

• In 1577, Anabaptists were granted 

protected rights of worship, the 

first country in Europe to do so.   

• Holland became a haven for all 

Protestants and flowered under 

this influence.  

 

Menno Simms 



Protestant 

United 

Provinces of 

Netherlands 

 

Amsterdam, 1600 



• When the United Provinces had declared 
their independence from Spain, the 
Reformed religion was officially 
recognized as the state religion 

• The Reformed Churches were supplied 
with ecclesiastical funds from the 
government, out of confiscated Roman 
Catholic holdings. 

• The churches elected their own office-
bearers and exercised discipline over their 
members, as well as ministers, in both 
doctrine and conduct.  

• the States-General were allowed quite a 
large measure of control over the 
churches.Political leaders and teachers 
were to be members of these churches and  
the churches had to allow civil 
representatives to attend their assemblies.  

1581 

Erastianism 





This of course was the time of the Pilgrims in Holland,  

and the Mayflower 



“Covenant Community” vs. the “Church” 
• All Dutch were to be baptized, 

even the children of 
“whoremongers, excommunicates, 
papists and other such” and were 
viewed as part of the ‘divine 
covenant’. 

• Yet, for full church membership 
and access to Eucharist, a 
profession and submission to 
discipline required. 

• Freedom to be “sympathizers” and 
“auditors” Discipline not backed by 
power of state 

– Benedict, Christ’s Churches Purely 
Reformed 



“Calvinist 

Scholasticism” 
• Calvinist theologians began 

deliberately to write like Scholastic 

theologians, in Latin, and even 

appealed to medieval Scholastic 

authorities.  

• Strong influence of Aristotle 

• theology became increasingly 

“systematic”.  

• Faith, in this new atmosphere, was 

less a lively trust in God's promises 

than assent to a body of theological 

propositions.  

• doctrine of predestination began to 

assume a new, central importance  Theodore Beza 

(1519-1605) 



Independence of Holland, 1596, 1609 

• In 1596 France and England recognized the 

United Provinces' independence,  

• and in 1609 the Spanish officially ended the fight 

in the Twelve Years' truce.  

• The ten southern provinces remained under the 

control of the Spanish Habsburgs 

• Calvinism was forbidden in these areas and 

Protestants had to either convert or leave 

• The seven northern provinces were led by 

Holland and formed the Union of Utrecht 

– The Catholic provinces eventually became 

Belgium, while the Calvinist ones became 

the Netherlands. 



Jacob (James) Arminius  

(1560-1609) 

• James Arminius was born in South 
Holland in 1560.  

• At Geneva, he studied under Beza, the 
successor to Calvin.  

• In 1588, he became one of the ministers 
of Amsterdam.  

• Theology Prof at U of Leydon 

• Arminius had earlier affirmed the 
Calvinist view of predestination, but he 
gradually came to have doubts.  



“Arminianism” 

• human accountability requires an 

unimpaired freedom of the will. 

• conditional election 

– God's predestining of man was 

contingent upon His 

foreknowledge, i.e. God knows 

who will accept or reject the 

Gospel and then predestines 

accordingly.   

• "cooperating grace.“ 

• Reintroduction of altars and images! 

Library at University of Leyden 



Arminius On Divine Providence 

•Divine Providence is “that solicitous, 

continued, and universally present inspection 

and oversight of God, according to which he 

exercises a general care over the whole world, 

but evinces a particular concern for all his 

[intelligent] creatures without any exception, 

with the design of preserving and governing 

them in their own essence, qualities, actions 

and passions, in a manner that is at once 

worthy of Himself and suitable to them, to the 

praise of his name and the salvation of 

believers.” 



1610, Arminian  

Gouda Convention 
• After the death of Arminius, his cause 

was taken up by Johannes 
Uitenbogaard, the court preacher, 
and by Simon Episcopius, a student of 
Arminius and later professor of 
theology at Leiden.  

• In 1610, under Uitenbogaard's 
leadership, the Arminians met in 
Gouda and prepared a 
Remonstrance (hence their name, 
Remonstrants).  

• They first rejected certain Calvinist 
positions and then stated their own 
views in the Five Arminian Articles  



The Five 

Remonstrance 

• (1) election (and condemnation) was 

conditioned by the rational faith or 

non-faith of man;  

• (2) the Atonement, while qualitatively 

adequate for all men, was efficacious 

only for the man of faith;  

• (3) unaided by the Holy Spirit, no 

person is able to respond to God's 

will;  

• (4) grace is not irresistible; and  

• (5) believers are able to resist sin but 

are not beyond the possibility of falling 

from grace.  

• Advocated complete Erastianism 



“Arminians” and “Calvinists” Compared 

Issue Arminians Calvinists 

Baptism Babies, sprinkling Babies, sprinkling 

Lord’s Supper Spiritual Spiritual 

Oaths, Military and 

Gov service 

Allowed Allowed 

Church State Church, controlled by 

representative assemblies and run 

locally by consistories, strong 

discipline. Attendance required, 

Liturgical worship, professional 

clergy 

State Church, controlled by 

representative assemblies and 

run locally by consistories, 

strong discipline. Attendance 

required, Liturgical worship, 

professional clergy 

Salvation Strong emphasis on godly living Strong emphasis on godly living 

God’s Sovereignty in 

Salvation 

Strong free will and cooperative 

grace 

Strong “Calvinism” 



‘‘Ecclesia reformata, quia semper 

reformanda’’ (The Reformed church 

because always reforming) was coined 

in the middle of the seventeenth 

century by the Dutch churchman 

Johannes Hoornbeeck. 



Calvinists Reply: 

Franciscus Gomarus, 1563-1641 

• Those who opposed the Remonstrants were the 
Gomarists, the followers of Franciscus 
Gomarus, a Dutch theologian who upheld a 
rigid Calvinism  

• Gomarus debated Arminius before the 
assembly of the estates (regional governmental 
bodies) of Holland in 1608  

• In their disputes Gomarus upheld the strict 
Calvinist view that those elected to salvation 
had already been chosen before Adam's Fall.  

• Gomarus took a leading part in the Synod of 
Dort  



1618-19, Synod 

of Dort 

• invitations were sent to the foreign 
Reformed Churches. of Great Britain, 
France, Palatinate and Brandenburg, 
Hesse, Switzerland, to the Dukes of the 
Wetterau, and to the Republics of 
Geneva, Bremen, and Emden.  

• An observer (Daniel Tilenus) said "no 
persons were summoned to Dort who 
were not well known to be zealous 
promoters of Calvin's predestination.." 

• the king of France prohibited the 
Protestant clergy within his dominions 
from becoming members of the synod, 
or assisting at its deliberations.   

• Arminians felt compelled to ask for 
promises of safe conduct before 
venturing to Dort.  





The first official business was the oath:  

• I promise before God, in whom I believe, and 
whom I worship, as being present in this 
place, and as being the Searcher of all hearts, 
that during the course of the proceedings of 
this Synod, which will examine and decide not 
only the five points and all the differences 
resulting from them but also any other 
doctrine, I will use no human writing, but 
only the word of God, which is an infallible 
rule of faith. And during all these discussions, 
I will only aim at the glory of God, the peace 
of the Church, and especially the preservation 
of the purity of doctrine. So help me, my 
Savior, Jesus Christ! I beseech him to assist 
me by his Holy Spirit!  

Johannes Bogerman, 

Pres. of  

Synod of Dort 



Arminians Stone 

wall 

• The synod then called upon representatives 
of the Remonstrants to express their beliefs.  

• When asked to put their objections to the 
Confessions into writing, the Remonstrants 
refused. 

• When Bogerman asked each one of them if 
they acknowledged the Remonstrance of 
1610 as truth, they all remained silent.  

• They demanded that the doctrine of 
reprobation be handled first, rather than 
election, so as to make as odious as possible 
the teachings of the Counter-Remonstrants.  

• the Remonstrants, alleged, that "they did 
not feel many scruples about the doctrine of 
election, but that it was reprobation in 
which the chief difficulty lay." 

 



Depart, Go! 
• On January 14, 1619, Bogerman said to the Arminians  

• The foreign delegates are now of the opinion that you are unworthy 
to appear before Synod. You have refused to acknowledge it as your 
lawful judge and regarded it as an opposing party: you have tried 
in everything to have your own way; you have despised the decision 
of Synod and of the political commissioners; you refused to answer 
questions; you declared the credentials to be invalid. Synod has 
treated you with gentleness, but you have been lying from 
beginning to end, as one of the foreign theologians remarked. With 
this eulogy we will let you go. God will keep his word and he will 
bless the Synod. In order that we will not be delayed any longer, 
you will be sent out. Depart: Go!  

•  The Arminians arose and left, but not before Episcopius 
answered, "We will with Christ be silent about this. God will 
judge between us and this Synod" 



39 Canons of Dort 

• Over the six months that the 

synod met, it formulated 39 

canons, the "Canons of Dort." 

• The canons of Dort were a 

point by point refutation of the 

five the Remonstrants 

Gomarus 



Remonstrants Canons of Dort 

MAN'S SIN  Human depravity has not rendered 

man incapable of savingly exercising 

his will to trust Christ for salvation.  

Man is dead in his sins and cannot exercise his 

will to choose God.  This is commonly 

referred to as "total depravity."  

ELECTION  God's election is conditional upon His 

foreknowledge of what each 

individual human being will do.  

God's election is unconditional; He chooses 

solely on His good pleasure.  

 

ATONEMENT  Christ's atonement was exactly the 

same for everybody, making salvation 

possible for all men.  

Christ atoned for just the elect, those 

foreordained by God for eternal life.  This is 

normally called "limited atonement" or 

"particular redemption."  

GRACE  God's grace is resistible, i.e., those to 

whom God chooses to give His grace 

can in fact reject that grace. 

God's grace is irresistible, i.e., those to whom 

God chooses to give His grace cannot resist 

it.  

PER- 

SEVERANCE  

Final salvation rests on the individual 

maintaining his faith.  In short, he can 

exercise his will to reject God and 

hence lose his salvation.  

Final salvation, the "perseverance of the 

saints," rests not on the individual's will but 

on the divine election of God.  In short, the 

elect can never be lost.  



Aftermath of Synod 

of Dort 

• spelled out various corollaries of 
predestination, as Calvin had never 
done 

• made the doctrine central to 
Calvinism.  

• Arminianism was discredited and 

condemned by the synod  

• The following year, 200 Arminian 

pastors were deposed from their 

office. Of these, a total of eighty 

were banished, nearly seventy agreed 

to be silenced and refrain from their 

ministry, and forty, upon 

conforming to the decisions of 

Synod, were restored to their office.  

Care for a fine cigar? 



1630, Arminians Legally Tolerated 

• In 1629 the works of Arminius 

(Opera theologica) were published 

for the first time in Holland 

• 1630 the Remonstrant 

Brotherhood achieved legal 

toleration.  

• 1648 Treaty of Westphalia ends 

Thirty Years War and ratifies 

settlement in Netherlands 




