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Introduction

• Commands

• Examples

• 1 COR 11:1

• Be imitators of me, just 

as I also am of Christ. 

Now I praise you 

because you remember 

me in everything and 

hold firmly to the 

traditions, just as I 

delivered them to you. 



OVERVIEW

• MESSAGE

• MOTIVES

• METHOD 

• MANNER

• What message we share

• Why we do it.

• How We Share It

• How we behave



MESSAGE



THE MESSAGE

• What is the message? It’s the Word of God.  What 

does that mean?  Well, it’s not our word is it?  

• Do you lack stature?  Do you lack education? Do 

you lack credentials?  

• None of these matter because the words you 

deliver are not yours.  

• They are God’s words and they come with His 

authority.  They come with His promise.  So speak 

boldly! Don’t be timid. 



MESSAGE: THE CROSS

• 1 Cor 2:1-4

• When I came to you, brothers, announcing 

the testimony[a] of God to you, I did not 

come with brilliance of speech or 

wisdom. 2 For I didn’t think it was a good 

idea to know anything among you except 

Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3 I came to 

you in weakness,in fear, and in much 

trembling. 4 My speech and my 

proclamation were not with 

persuasive words of wisdom[b] but with a 

powerful demonstration by the Spirit, 5 so 

that your faith might not be based on men’s 

wisdom but on God’s power.

• Don’t rely on 

gimmicks

• Do focus on 

Christ  

Crucified

• Do 

demonstrate 

the power of 

the Spirit

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+COR2&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-28395a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+COR2&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-28398b


MESSAGE: FOUNDATION

• 1 Co 3:11

• 11 For no one can lay 

any other 

foundation than what 

has been laid down. 

That foundation is Jesus 

Christ.

• Don’t lay any 

foundation but 

Christ

• We don’t change the 

Gospel to make it more 

palatable.

• Are you prepared to tell it 

like it is? 



MOTIVES



MOTIVES: PLEASE GOD

• 1 Thess 2:3-4

• 3 For our exhortation 

didn’t come from error 

or impurity or an intent 

to deceive.4 Instead, just 

as we have been 

approved by God to be 

entrusted with the 

gospel, so we speak, 

not to please men, but 

rather God, who 

examines our hearts.

• Don’t dilute doctrine to 

please men. 

• It may not please men; it 

will please God. 

• Are you prepared to be  

unpopular?  

• Are you prepared to be 

disliked? 

• Are you willing to be 

thought foolish?



MOTIVES: SAVE SOULS

• 1 Cor 9:19-23

• 19 Although I am a free man and not anyone’s slave, I have 

made myself a slave to everyone, in order to win more 

people. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win Jews; to 

those under the law, like one under the law—though I myself 

am not under the law[c]—to win those under the law. 21 To 

those who are without that law, like one without the law—

not being without God’s law but within Christ’s law—to win 

those without the law.22 To the weak I became weak, in 

order to win the weak. I have become all things to all people, 

so that I may by every possible means save some. 23 Now I do 

all this because of the gospel, so I may become a partner in its 

benefits.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+9&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-28560c


MOTIVES: NO GREED

• 1 Thess 2:5

• 5 For we never used 

flattering speech, as you 

know, or had greedy 

motives—God is our 

witness—

• Don’t be greedy

• What kind of testimony to 

the world is it for our faith 

when people think we do 

it for money?  

• Are you willing to make 

financial sacrifices for the 

Gospel?



MOTIVES: GUTS NOT GLORY

• 1 Thess 2:6

• 6 and we didn’t seek 

glory from people, 

either from you or 

from others.

• Don’t seek personal 

glory

• Don’t do it for glory.

• The “evangelist” today 

does get a lot of “glory” 

but you can see here that 

is not Biblical. 

• Are you willing to be 

anonymous? 



METHOD



METHOD: URGE

• 1 Thess 2:11-12

• 11 As you know, like a 

father with his own 

children, 12 we 

encouraged, comforted, 

and implored each one 

of you to walk worthy 

of God, who calls you 

into His own 

kingdom and glory.

• Do be encouraging

• Do implore (beg) 

• Do exhort (rebuke)

• Do we give up easily?  Do 

we quickly pass over those 

who reject us because we 

don’t cast our pearls before 

swine? Or do we implore 

them to come to Christ? 



METHOD: PERSUADE

• Do try to persuade

• Do be ready always

• Do focus on the Bible.

• Do point out error and 

sin 

• Do be patient

• 2 Tim 4:2

• 2 Proclaim the message; 

persist in it whether 

convenient or not; 

rebuke, correct, and 

encourage with great 

patience and teaching.



METHOD: DON’T ARGUE

• Don’t focus on trivial 

issues

• Don’t argue

• 2 Tim 2:14

• Remind them of these 

things, charging them 

before God not to fight 

about words; this is in 

no way profitable and 

leads to the ruin of the 

hearers.



METHOD BE HONEST 

• The Gospel of the cross is 

a stumbling block for 

many, even an offense. 

• We don’t tell people what 

they want to hear

• We need to be honest.

• We can’t sugar coat it.

• Yes we believe Jesus is 

the only way. 

• Yes we believe in Hell.

• Yes we believe that faith 

requires repentance, 

turning away from sin.



METHOD: NO FLATTERY

• 1 Thess 2:5

• 5 For we never used 

flattering speech, as you 

know, or had 

greedymotives—God is 

our witness—

• Don’t flatter people



METHOD: GOD’S WISDOM

• Don’t use human 

REASONING

• 1 Cor 2:13

• 13 We also speak these 

things, not in 

words taught by human 

wisdom, but in those 

taught by the Spirit, 

explaining spiritual 

things to spiritual 

people



MANNER



MANNER: SHARE

• 1 Thess 2:8

• 8 We cared so much 

for you that we were 

pleased to share with 

you not only the gospel 

of God but also our 

own lives, because you 

had become dear to us.

• Do share your life

• Sharing the Gospel implies a 

personal relationship.  You have 

to be willing to expose yourself.  

You have to be ready to tell the 

sinner that you’re a sinner too!  

You have to be ready to care for 

the people you speak to. We 

can’t just share the gospel and 

not follow up. Christ commands 

us to make disciples, not just 

converts.



MANNER: EFFORT

• 1 Cor 15:10

• 10 But by God’s grace I 

am what I am, and His 

grace toward me was 

not ineffective. 

However, I worked 

more than any of them, 

yet not I, but God’s 

grace that was with 

me.

• Do work hard at it



MANNER: BLAMELESS 

1 Thess 2:10

10 You are witnesses, and 

so is God, of how 

devoutly, righteously, and 

blamelessly we conducted 

ourselves with you 

believers.

• Do keep your 

behavior blameless

• Isn’t this why many of us 

hesitate?  We know we 

don’t live blamelessly?



MANNER: BOLD

• Do be bold

• The opposite is to be 

timid. Are you timid about 

sharing your faith or are 

you bold?

• Bold means lacking fear.

• Bold means overcoming 

doubts. 

• Bold  means high 

expectations. 

• Bold means confidence.

• 1 Thess 2:2.

• 2 On the contrary, after 

we had previously 

suffered, and we were 

treated outrageously in 

Philippi, as you know, 

we were emboldened 

by our God to speak 

the gospel of God to 

you in spite of great 

opposition.



MANNER: GENTLE

• 1 Thess 2:7

• we were gentle among 

you, as a nursing 

mother nurtures her 

own children.

• Do be gentle.

• What does it mean to be 

gentle?

• The opposite is to be harsh.  

• To be gentle I think means to 

have understanding, 

compassion and sympathy.  

Do you sympathize with 

sinners? 

• Can you share your faith 

without being harsh?  



MANNER: AFFECTION

• 1 Thess 2:8

• 88 We cared so much 

for you that we were 

pleased to share with 

you not only the gospel 

of God but also our 

own lives, because you 

had become dear to us.

• Do be affectionate 

• Do be happy/pleased 

to do it 

• What’s the opposite of 

affection? It’s not hatred 

or cruelty, it’s indifference. 

It’s uncaring passivity.  

Our message should 

reveal that we have 

affection for sinners, love 

of the lost. Never, never a 

callous indifference.



MANNER: 

AFFECTIONATE 

ILLUSTRATIONS

• A nursing mother

• --senses the hunger

• --drops everything to 

meet the need

• -- doesn’t wait for 

“just the right moment”

• A father guides and 

directs.  

• A father is an example.  

• A father corrects.



MANNER: NOT A BURDEN

• 1 Thess 2:9

• 9 For you remember 

our labor and hardship, 

brothers. 

Working night and day 

so that we would not 

burden any of you, we 

preached God’s gospel 

to you.

• Don’t be a burden


