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Class Theme Verse: 1 Thess. 
2:13

• “For this reason we also 
constantly thank God that 

• when you received the 
word of God 

• which you heard from us, 

• you accepted it 

• not as the word of men, 
but for what it really is, the 
word of God, 

• which also performs its 
work in you who believe.”



Biblical Inerrancy
1.Why it’s crucial

“If The Bible 
Falls, 

It All Falls”

Randy Broberg, 2015



False In One. Uncertain in All.

Trust takes along time to earn but just 

moments to lose

They 

misspelled 

my name!



Artemis of the Corinthians?

• The Bible is Surprisingly Chock Full 
of Historic & Other Non-Religious 
Facts…asking to be verified

Go ahead, 

knock it off. I 

dare you!



A&E

Channel

Attacks

• The Arts and Entertainment Networks
Noah and the Flood

• The story of Noah and the Flood is 
paralleled with Bigfoot, The Holy Grail 
and the Loch Ness Monster. 

• A Rabbi is interviewed and he cannot 
decide whether or not the story of 
Noah actually occurred. 

• Rehashes the flood stories from other 
cultures and also the worn-out 
Gilgamesh Epic theories. 

• Moses is considered some form of 
ancient plagiarist.



TLC Attacks
• The Learning Channels

Mysteries of Noah's Flood

• The program goes into flood 
stories from other cultures 
including the Black Sea Theory 
that tries to explain away a global 
flood. 

• The Narrator or rather the writers 
continue to call in to question the 
Bibles veracity by using phrases 
like "most scholars believe." The 
use of this phrase is used to 
dissuade the viewer from any firm 
belief in the historical flood and 
who are these scholars? The 
program does not mention these 
individuals by name.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0116996/photogallery
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0116996/photogallery


History Channel Attacks
• The History Channels program 

The Ten Commandments depicts 
the Bible as a book of non-history. 

• The Rabbi that was interviewed 
believes that the Bible was “not 
intended to be a history text book.” 

• The narrator continue to call in to 
question the Bibles veracity by 
using phrases like "most scholars 
believe" pertaining to the belief that 
the Bible stories were written later 
in Babylon. The use of this phrase 
is used to dissuade the viewer from 
any firm belief in the Exodus and is 
intended to spread doubt. 



The Arts and Entertainment Networks Mysteries of the 

Bible series

• called into question whether David wrote the 

book of Psalms or killed Goliath

• which they denied the historical event called 

"The Massacre (Slaughter) of the Innocents“

• Denied existence of Job. 

• Etc.



Luther: The Battle Over Inerrancy

• “If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion 
of the Word of God except precisely that little point which the world and 
the devil are at that moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ, 
however boldly I may be professing Him. Where the battle rages there 
the loyalty of the soldier is proved; and to be steady on all the battle 
front besides, is mere flight and disgrace if he flinches at that point”

• Luther's Works. Weimar Edition. Briefwechsel [Correspondence], vol. 3, pp. 81f



The Chicago Statement
Importance of Inerrancy

• Article XIX

• We affirm that a confession of the full authority, infallibility, and inerrancy of 
Scripture is vital to a sound understanding of the whole of the Christian faith. 
We further affirm that such confession should lead to increasing conformity to 
the image of Christ.

• We deny that such confession is necessary for salvation. However, we 
further deny that inerrancy can be rejected without grave consequences
both to the individual and to the Church.



Biblical Inerrancy

2.What It Is



Bible Claims It
• Psalm 19:7-9

• The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul.
The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise 
the simple.  8 The precepts of the LORD are right, giving 
joy to the heart.  The commands of the LORD are 
radiant, giving light to the eyes.  9 The fear of 
the LORD is pure, enduring forever.
The decrees of the LORD are firm, and all of them are 
righteous.

• See also Psalm 119:128



Bible Claims It

• Isaiah 55:11

• So shall My word be that goes 
forth from My mouth; It shall 
not return to Me void, But it 
shall accomplish what I please, 
And it shall prosper in the thing 
for which I sent it.



Jesus Affirmed Inerrancy 
Each Word

• Mt.4:4
• But he answered, “It is 

written, ‘Man does not 
live by bread alone, but 
by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” 



A Good Definition of Inerrancy

When all facts are 

known, the Scriptures 

in their original 

autographs and 

properly interpreted 

will be shown to be 

wholly true in 

everything that they 

affirm.



Different “Inerrancy” Views

View Explanation

Absolute 

Inerrancy

The Bible speaks specifically & conclusively on 

all matters and is fully truthful in all areas. 

Everything about which scripture speaks is 

authoritative, accurate, and true.

Full 

Inerrancy

The Bible is completely truthful in all that it 

teaches. It teaches no errors.

Limited 

Inerrancy

Scripture is inerrant regarding revealed, that is, 

religious, matters, i.e. faith & practice.

Inerrancy of 

Purpose

Inerrant in fulfilling its purpose of clarifying our 

relationship to God. The Bible leads to salvation 

without error or failure.



Inerrant v. Infallible?

• Infallible :

• 1. Not fallible; not capable of 
erring; entirely exempt from 
liability to mistake; unerring; 
inerrable. 

• 2. Not liable to fail, deceive, or 
disappoint; indubitable; sure; 
certain; as, infallible evidence; 
infallible success; an infallible 
remedy. 

• Webster's Dictionary

• Inerrant:

1.Incapable of erring; 
infallible. 

2.Containing no errors. 
• Webster's Dictionary



The Chicago Statement

On “Infallibility”

•Scripture …. , is 
infallible, it is true and 
reliable in all the matters 
it addresses. We deny 
that it is possible for the 
Bible to be at the same 
time infallible and errant 
in its assertions. 
Infallibility and inerrancy 
may be distinguished, 
but not separated.

Scripture …. , is 
infallible, it is true and 
reliable in all the 
matters it addresses. 
We deny that it is 
possible for the Bible to 
be at the same time 
infallible and errant in 
its assertions. Infallibility 
and inerrancy may be 
distinguished, but not 
separated.



Inerrancy Doctrine Explained:

Universality
•4. Being wholly and verbally God-given, Scripture is 
without error or fault in all its teaching, no less in what 
it states about God's acts in creation, about the events 
of world history, and about its own literary origins
under God, than in its witness to God's saving grace in 
individual lives.

•We deny that Biblical infallibility and inerrancy are 
limited to spiritual, religious, or redemptive themes, 
exclusive of assertions in the fields of history and 
science. 

•Chicago Statement



Inerrancy Doctrine Explained:
Reliability

We affirm that inspiration, though not conferring 

omniscience, guaranteed true and trustworthy 

utterance on all matters of which the Biblical authors 

were moved to speak and write.

We affirm that Scripture in its entirety is inerrant, being 

free from all falsehood, fraud, or deceit.

Being wholly and verbally God-given, Scripture is 

without error or fault in all its teaching, no less in 

what it states about God's acts in creation, about the 

events of world history, and about its own literary origins 

under God, than in its witness to God's saving grace in 

individual lives.

The Chicago Statement Article IX



Biblical Inerrancy

3.Why We 
Believe It



Inerrancy Because Its Logical

Premise 1: God is truthful, 
omniscient & omnipotent

Premise 2: God is the 
author of Scripture 

Conclusion: Scripture is 
truthful and therefore 
beyond error.



C.S. Lewis

• ... "The Scriptures cannot be legends. They are not 

good enough to be legends: no prose, no art in 

fact, no explanation of where God came from. If 

they are legends and not historical, then they are 

realistic prose fiction of a kind which actually never 

existed before the 18th century..."



Jesus Affirmed Inerrancy 
Every Jot and Tittle

• Matthew 5:17-18

• “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not 
the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 
means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished.



Jesus Affirmed It
All The Words
• Luke 18:31

• “everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be 
accomplished” 

• Luke 22:37

• ”For I tell you that this scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘And he was counted 
with the transgressors.’ For what is written about me is being fulfilled.” 

• Luke 24:44

• “everything written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and the 
psalms must be fulfilled”



Jesus Affirmed It:
Its Truthfulness

• John 10:35-- “(and the scripture cannot be broken)” 

• John 14:26 --“But the Comforter… will teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance”

• John 16:13“…when the Spirit of truth will come, He will guide you into all 
truth…”

• John 17:17--“your word is truth”



Jesus Relied On It 
Its Specific Words

• John 10:34 -- Jesus answered, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I 
said, you are gods’? If those people to whom the word of God 
came were called ‘gods’

• Mt.12:40-- For just as Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish
for three days and three nights, so the Son of Man will be in 
the heart of the earth for three days and three nights 

• Mt.22:43 -- He said to them, “How then does David by the Spirit 
call him ‘Lord,’ saying,  ‘The Lord said to my lord, “Sit at my 
right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? If David 
then calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?”



Inerrancy Because 
Jesus Believed It

A literal creation    Luke 11:50-51

A real Adam & Eve   Matt. 19:4-5

Noah & the Flood    Matt. 24:37-39

Sodom & Gomorrah   Luke 10:12

Jonah & Great Fish   Matt. 12:39-41

Moses wrote the Law  John 7:19

Isaiah wrote ALL of Isaiah  John 12:38-41



Paul Affirmed It
Its Truthfulness

• II Timothy 2:15

• “Do your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved, a workman who does not need 
to be ashamed and who correctly handles the 
word of truth.”



Paul Relied On It
Specific Words

• Galatians 3:16 

• Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his descendant. 
Scripture does not say, “and to the descendants,” referring to many, but 
“and to your descendant,” referring to one, who is Christ.



The Chicago Statement

On Biblical Inerrancy

• Article XV

• We affirm that the doctrine of inerrancy is grounded in the teaching of the 

Bible about inspiration.

• We deny that Jesus' teaching about Scripture may be dismissed by 

appeals to accommodation or to any natural limitation of His humanity.



4. Inerrancy: How Long Have we 
Believed It?



History of Inerrancy Doctrine

• “There is no evidence to show that 
errancy was ever a live option in the 
history of Christendom for 1800 years.”  

• Harold Lindsell, “The Battle for the Bible”



Augustine 
On 
Inerrancy

•"I have learned to yield this 
respect and honour only to 
the canonical books of 
Scripture: of these alone do I 
most firmly believe that the 
authors were completely free 
from error. And if in these 
writings I am perplexed by 
anything which appears to me 
opposed to truth, I do not 
hesitate to suppose that 
either the manuscript is faulty, 
or the translator has not 
caught the meaning of what 
was said, or I myself have 
failed to understand it.“
• (Erickson p 226 quoting Augustine 
Letter 82.3) 



Luther On Inerrancy

•I have learned to ascribe the honor of 

infallibility only to those books that are 

accepted as canonical. I am 

profoundly convinced that none of 

these writers has erred.

•"Every word of the Bible 

is God’s word, and 

therefore the Bible is 

without error." 

•The Scriptures have never 

erred. The Scriptures cannot 

err. It is impossible for that 

Scripture should contradict 

itself, only that it so appears 

to the senseless and 

obstinate hypocrites.



19th Century Attacks On Errancy

Schliermacher

Wellhausen

Darwin



Agree with 
Charles 
Hodge?

•"The Bible is error-free, …but the 
proposition that the Bible must be 
interpreted by science is all but self-
evident. Nature is as truly a 
revelation of God as the Bible, and 
we only interpret the Word of God 
by the Word of God when we 
interpret the Bible by science….For 
five thousand years the Church 
understood the Bible to teach that 
the earth stood still in space, and 
that the sun and stars revolved 
around it. Science has 
demonstrated that this is not true. 
Shall we go on to interpret the Bible 
so as to make it teach the falsehood 
that the sun moves round the earth, 
or shall we interpret it by science 
and make the two harmonize?"



Scopes Monkey Trial and 
Birth of The Fundamentalists



Are You a “Fundamentalist”?

The Five Fundamentals (1910)

1. Literal Inerrancy of the Bible

2. Virgin Birth and Divinity of 
Christ

3. Atonement for sin at the 
Crucifixion

4. Resurrection of Christ

5. Second Coming



“Fundamentalist” 
Meaning Today



Is Inerrancy Hard to Accept?

• a perfect book is no harder than a 
perfect man.  

• If God can blend the human with 
the divine, without human 
imperfections of sin; then God can 
put His divine message in book 
form, without human imperfections, 
corruptions, or deletions.  

• If God can give us a perfect man, 
than God can give us a perfect book!



The Chicago Statement

On Biblical Inerrancy

• Article XVI

• We affirm that the doctrine of inerrancy has been integral to the Church's 

faith throughout its history.

• We deny that inerrancy is a doctrine invented by Scholastic Protestantism, or 

is a reactionary position postulated in response to negative higher criticism.



Biblical Inerrancy

What It 
Isn’t



Limits To Inerrancy:
Figurative Language

• Not exclude figures of 
speech

• Not require modern 
scientific terms

• Use of phenomenal 
language

• (e.g. “The sun went 
down”).

The Bible teaches us  how to go to 

heaven, not how the heavens go.



The Chicago Statement

Grammatical Historical Exegesis
• Article XVIII

• We affirm that the text of Scripture is to be interpreted by 
grammatico-historicaI exegesis, taking account of its literary 
forms and devices, and that Scripture is to interpret Scripture.

• We deny the legitimacy of any treatment of the text or quest 
for sources lying behind it that leads to relativizing, 
dehistoricizlng, or discounting its teaching, or rejecting its 
claims to authorship.



Limits To Inerrancy:
Indirect Quotes

• Not demand exact words of Jesus

• “He said,” compared to “He said that”

• Not require verbal exactness in quoting of the Old Testament in the 
New

• Compare Psalm 104:4 & Hebrews 1:7

• The Bible does summarize (Sermon on the Mount is longer in 
Mathew than in Luke).



Apparent “Quotation” Errors

He  said, “…” I am the way, the truth and the life. 

No man can come to the Father 

except by me

He said, ‘…’ I am the only way, truth and life and 

there is no other way to approach 

God

He said that He was the only true way to life with 

God

He taught that He was the exclusive revelation of 

God and the one true mediator 

between God and humanity



Limits To Inerrancy:
Rounding Numbers

• The Bible does use round 
numbers (7000 killed, instead of 
6899).

• 2 Chron 4:2: “Also he made the 
cast metal sea, ten cubits from 
brim to brim, circular in form, 
and its height was five cubits 
and its circumference thirty 
cubits.”



Limits To Inerrancy:
Proper Interpretation

• Different methods of 
recording time. 

• The evolution of the thought 
and language of man. (“son”)

• Ancient Oriental, Hebrew, 
Greek & Roman idioms. 

• Changes in names of 

• people or places. 

• Example ; Passion Week 
Chronology



Harmonizing Apparent Contradictions

Matthew 26:34 

Jesus said to him, 

"Truly I say to you that 

this very night, before 

a rooster crows, you 

will deny Me three 

times."

Mark 14:30 

And Jesus said to him, 

"Truly I say to you, 

that this very night, 

before a rooster crows 

twice, you yourself will 

deny Me three times.

One writer can be 

more detailed than 

another.

Mark 16:5 Entering 

the tomb, they saw a 

young man sitting at 

the right, wearing a 

white robe; and they 

were amazed

John 20:12 

And she saw two 

angels in white sitting, 

one at the head and 

one at the feet, where 

the body of Jesus had 

been lying.

If there were two 

angels, there was also 

one. No contradiction 

is present. There is no 

rule that the Gospel 

writer cannot differ in 

what they choose to 

include.



Limitations On Inerrancy:
Compression & Expansion

Matthew 

27:37

Mark 15:26 Luke 23:38 John 19:19 

Above his 

head they put 

the charge 

against him, 

which read: 

“This is 

Jesus, the 

king of the 

Jews.”

The 

inscription of 

the charge 

against him 

read, “The

king of the 

Jews.” 

There was 

also an 

inscription 

over him, 

“This is the 

king of the 

Jews.”

Pilate also 

had a notice 

written and 

fastened to 

the cross, 

which 

read:“Jesus 

the 

Nazarene, 

the king of 

the Jews.”



Limits To Inerrancy:
Grammar Discrepancies

• Not require strict 
rules of grammar



The Chicago Statement

Unresolved Discrepancies

• Article XIV

• We affirm the unity and internal consistency of Scripture.

• We deny that alleged errors and discrepancies that have not yet been 

resolved vitiate the truth claims of the Bible.



Limits To Inerrancy:
Manuscripts Transmissions

• “Inerrancy” refers to the original autographs and NOT to 
the transmitted copies of the texts, which are susceptible 
to copying error.



Manuscript Transmission Errors

2 Samuel 10:18 

But the Arameans 

fled before Israel, 

and David killed 

700 charioteers

of the Arameans 

and 40,000 

horsemen and 

struck down 

Shobach the 

commander of 

their army, and he 

died there.

1 Chronicles 19:18 

The Arameans 

fled before Israel, 

and David killed of 

the Arameans 

7,000 charioteers

and 40,000 foot 

soldiers, and put 

to death 

Shophach the 

commander of the 

army.

Error in 

transcription



Limits To Inerrancy:
Translations
“Inerrancy” refers to the original languages and not translations.

• Mt 27:5-8 -- So Judas threw the 
silver coins into the temple and 
left. Then he went out and hanged 
himself. The chief priests took the 
silver and said, “It is not lawful to 
put this into the temple treasury, 
since it is blood money.” After 
consulting together they bought 
the Potter’s Field with it, as a 
burial place for foreigners. For this 
reason that field has been called 
the “Field of Blood” to this day.

• Acts 1:18-19 (Now this man Judas 
acquired a field with the reward of 
his unjust deed, and falling 
headfirst he burst open in the 
middle and all his intestines 
gushed out. This became known to 
all who lived in Jerusalem, so that 
in their own language they called 
that field Hakeldama, that is, 
“Field of Blood.”)



Limits On Biblical Inerrancy

We further deny that inerrancy is negated by 

Biblical phenomena such as a lack of modern 

technical precision, irregularities of grammar or 

spelling, observational descriptions of nature, the 

reporting of falsehoods, the use of hyperbole 

and round numbers, the topical arrangement of 

material, variant selections of material in parallel 

accounts, or the use of free citations.
•The Chicago Statement

Article XIII



Our Team:
Alleged Errors and 
Contradictions


