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Class Theme Verse: 1 Thess. 

2:13

• “For this reason we also 
constantly thank God that 

• when you received the 
word of God 

• which you heard from us, 

• you accepted it 

• not as the word of men, 
but for what it really is, 
the word of God, 

• which also performs its 
work in you who believe.”



Inspiration: 

Nature and 

Meaning

What is it?



Inspiration: 

Ordinary Meanings

American Heritage Dictionary:

• Stimulation of the mind or emotions to a 

high level of feeling or activity. 

• person or work of art that moves the 

intellect or emotions or prompts action or 

invention. 

• a sudden creative act or idea

• The quality of inspiring or exalting: a 

painting full of inspiration

• Divine guidance or influence exerted 

directly on the mind and soul

• inhalation of air into the lungs.



Inspiration: 

Theological Meanings

• “Inspiration” refers to the role 

of the Holy Spirit working 

through human authors to 

create the biblical text.

• The supernatural act in which 

God guided the writers of 

Scripture giving them His 

words all the while utilizing 

the human element within 

man to produce the 

Scriptures without error.

“A supernatural 

influence exerted on 

the sacred writers by 

the Spirit of God, by 

virtue of which their 

writings are given 

Divine trustworthiness"

•B. B. Warfield



Inspiration: 

Biblical Meanings

• “Inspired” 
=Theospneustos = “God 

breathed”

• “Moved” = pheromenoi
=: “to carry,” “to bear,” 

“to guide,” or “to drive 

along.” Used of a ship 

being carried by the 

wind (Acts 27:17).



INSPIRATION: BIBLICAL MEANING:

HIS WORDS ON MEN’S LIPS

• Isaiah 59:20-21

• “The Redeemer will come to Zion,
to those in Jacob who repent of their sins,”

declares the LORD.

• 21 “As for me, this is my covenant with them,” 

says the LORD. “My Spirit, who is on you, will 

not depart from you, and my words that I 

have put in your mouth will always be on 

your lips, on the lips of your children and on the 

lips of their descendants—from this time on and 

forever,” says the LORD.



Inspiration Requirements

Divine Thoughts

Human Words

Idea

Expression



Inspiration Claims

of the 

Old Testament



OT Claims To Be Inspired 

Psalms
 Psa. 119:128 

 Therefore I esteem right all Your precepts concerning 

everything, I hate every false way.

 Psa. 19:7-9

 The law of the LORD is [d]perfect, restoring the soul;

The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;

The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the 

eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;

The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous 

altogether.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+19&version=NASB#fen-NASB-14176d


• Isaiah 51:16 I have put My words in your mouth and have 

covered you with the shadow of My hand, to [g]establish the 

heavens, to found the earth, and to say to Zion, ‘You are My 

people.’”

• Isaiah 55:11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My 

mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish 

what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I 

sent it.

OT Claims To Be Inspired 

Isaiah



• 37 :1The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out [a]by 
the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; and it 
was full of bones…..” 

• 4 Again He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones and say to them, ‘O 
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.’ 5 Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones, …

• 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was 
a [d]noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to 
its bone. ….

• 9 Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they come to life.”’” 10 
So I prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they came to life and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

OT Claims To Be Inspired 

Ezekiel



Jesus Affirms Inspiration of OT

• Matthew 4:4 quoting Deuteronomy 8:3 -- “Jesus 

answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread 

alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.’

• John 5:39 -- “You search the Scriptures because you  

think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that 

testify about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me 

so that you may have life.”



Paul Affirms Inspiration of OT

• Romans 15:4 -- “For everything that was written in 
the past was written to teach us, so that through 
endurance and the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.”

• 2 Timothy 3:15-17 --and that from childhood you 
have known the sacred writings which are able 
to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture 
is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 
so that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work. 



• Hebrews 3:7f Attributes Psalm 95 to H.S.

• Hebrews 4:7 Attributes Psalm 95 to David

Hebrews: OT Inspiration



Inspiration Claims 

of the 

New Testament



PETER AFFIRMS INSPIRATION 

OF PAUL’S WRITINGS

• 2 Pet. 3: 15

• “. . . and regard the patience of our Lord as 

salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, 

according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 16 

as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these 

things, in which are some things had to understand, 

which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do 

also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own 

destruction.”



INSPIRATION OF NT

• John 14:25-26 “

• These things I have spoken to you while 

abiding with you. But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 

name, He will teach you all things, and 

bring to your remembrance all that I said 

to you. 



Paul’s Claims 

to Speak Word of God

 1 Cor. 2:1 -- And when I came to you, 
brethren, I did not come with superiority 
of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to 
you the testimony of God.

 1 Cor. 14:37 -- “If anyone thinks he is 
a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize 
that the things which I write to you 
are the Lord's commandment.”



Paul’s Claims 

to Speak Word of God

• 1 Thess. 2:13 -- “For this reason we 
also constantly thank God that when you 
received the word of God which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as 
the word of men, but for what it really is, 
the word of God, which also performs its 
work in you who believe.”

• 1 Thess 4:8 -- So, he who rejects this 
is not rejecting man but the God who 
gives His Holy Spirit to you.



INSPIRATION OF NT

1 Thessalonians 4:15

Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort 

you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from 

us instruction as to how you ought to [a]walk 

and please God (just as you actually do [b]walk), 

that you excel still more. 2 For you know what 

commandments we gave you [c]by the authority 

of the Lord Jesus.. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%204#fen-NASB-29605a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%204#fen-NASB-29605b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%204#fen-NASB-29606c


INSPIRATION OF NT

2 Peter 3:14-16

“. . . and regard the patience of our Lord 
as salvation; just as also our beloved 
brother Paul, according to the wisdom 
given him, wrote to you, 16 as also in all 
his letters, speaking in them of these 
things, in which are some things hard to 
understand, which the untaught and 
unstable distort, as they do also the rest 
of the Scriptures.



Inspiration of NT

2 Peter 1:20
• 1:20 Above all, you do well if you 

recognize this: No prophecy of scripture 

ever comes about by the prophet’s own 

imagination, 1:21 for no prophecy was 

ever borne of human impulse; rather, men 

carried along by the Holy Spirit spoke 

from God.



VERBAL PLENARY 
INSPIRATION

Each and Every Word



EACH AND EVERY WORD IS INSPIRED

•Jeremiah 1:9-10

•9 Then the LORD reached out his hand 
and touched my mouth and said to me, “I 
have put my words in your 
mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over 
nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear 
down, to destroy and overthrow, to build 
and to plant.”



• “In defining scriptural inspiration three 

factors must be kept in mind: first, the 

primary efficient Cause, the Holy Spirit, 

who acts upon man; second, the subject 

of inspiration, man, the agent upon whom 

the Holy Spirit acts directly; third, the 

result of inspiration, a written revelation, 

given once for all, thoroughly accredited 

and tested by miracle and fulfilled 

prophecy.”

The New Unger's Bible Dictionary



Verbal Inspiration

 God chose the words used 
in Scripture

 Language is 

– Protected

– Directed

– Selected

Means it is fully inspired 

even to the point of the 

choice of the words used.

Extends to the very words 

of Scripture, not just 

teachings.



Verbal Inspiration: 1 Cor. 2:12-13

• And we speak 

about these things, 

not with words 

taught us by human 

wisdom, but with 

those taught by the 

Spirit, explaining 

spiritual things to 

spiritual people.



Plenary Inspiration

• All Scripture is inspired by God

• The Chicago Statement Article VI --
We affirm that the whole of Scripture
and all its parts, down to the very 
words of the original, were given by 
divine inspiration.

• The Bible is “wholly” inspired by God, 
written by men, and faithfully and 
inerrantly reveals the will of God for 
man in all things necessary for 
salvation.

• Extends to everything in the Bible, not 
just parts that speak on matters of faith 
and practice.



Plenary Inspiration:

2 Timothy 3:16-17

• “All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the 

man of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for 

every good work.”



Dynamic View: Human Element

• God utilized the human element within man to give us 
the Bible without error. 

• Emotion: Psalms, Roman 9

• Grammatical Differences: Hebrews and John

• Grammatical “Errors”: Romans 5

• Phenomenological Language: Josh 10:13 

• The Chicago Statement Article VIII

– We affirm that God in His Work of inspiration utilized 
the distinctive personalities and literary styles of the 
writers whom He had chosen and prepared.

– We deny that God, in causing these writers to use 
the very words that He chose, overrode their 
personalities.



The Chicago Statement

Original Autographs and Translations

• Article X

• We affirm that inspiration, strictly 
speaking, applies only to the 
autographic text of Scripture, 
which in the providence of God can 
be ascertained from available 
manuscripts with great accuracy. 

• We further affirm that copies and 
translations of Scripture are the Word 
of God to the extent that they 
faithfully represent the original.

• We deny that any essential element 
of the Christian faith is affected by the 
absence of the autographs. 


