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Doctrines of Bibliology Summary

DOCTRINE MEANING

Revelation God has revealed Himself to all through 

creation and to some through Scriptures

Inspiration The Bible is God-breathed, 100% Divine 

and yet 100% Human.  A Variety of 

inspiration methods were used.

Inerrancy The Bible in its original form was without 

error on all things it affirms as true.

Authority The Bible is the only source of authority 

for doctrine and practice.



Reformation Solas
• Sola Fide (faith alone)

• Sola Gratia (grace alone)

• Soli Christo (Christ alone)

• Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone)

– AND

• SOLA SCRIPTURA (Scripture alone)



Authority And Sufficiency 

of Scripture

Sola Scriptura



The Bible is Our Authority

 1 Cor. 14:37 --

 “If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the 
things which I write to you are the Lord's commandment.”

• 1 Thess. 2:13 --

– “For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received 
the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the 
word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also 
performs its work in you who believe.”

• 1 Thess 4:8 –

– So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives 
His Holy Spirit to you.



Attributes of Scripture

Attributes Verses

Eternal Isaiah 40:8, Psalm 119:89, Matthew 

24:35, 1 Peter 1:25

Prophetic John 1:45

True & Accurate Psalm 19:7,9, Psalm 119:43, 142, 

151, 160, Proverbs 30:5-6, John 

17:17, 2 Timothy 2:15 Matthew 

5:18

Good & Holy Psalm 119:123, Jeremiah 33:14, 

John 5:39

Essential & Exclusive Hebrews 4:12



BIBLE IS 

SALVIFIC, SUPREME AND SUFFICIENT

SALVIFIC SUPREME SUFFICIENT

Romans 1:16,17;

1 Thess. 2:13 

1 Cor. 14:37 ;

1 Thess 4:8 

2 Timothy 3:15-17

The Bible is the only source of 
saving knowledge

The Bible is the supreme 
source of truth--- regardless of 
its subject-matter.  There is no 
higher authority.

The Bible is the Sufficient 
source of all knowledge 
required for faith and practice

The Bible is not the source of 
all truth or knowledge

The Bible is not the Sufficient 
source of knowledge for all 
topics

The Bible is not the only 

source for truth or knowledge

We are forbidden to add to or 
subtract from Scripture



The Bible is Authoritative

2. Holy Scripture, being God's own 

Word, written by men prepared and 

superintended by His Spirit, is of 

infallible divine authority in all 

matters upon which it touches: it 

is to be believed, as God's 

instruction, in all that it affirms, 

obeyed, as God's command, in all 

that it requires; embraced, as God's 

pledge, in all that it promises.
The Chicago Statement



The Battle Over Sola Scriptura

Obviously, if Rome can prove her 
case against Sola Scriptura she 
overturns all the arguments for 

the Reformation in one fell 
swoop. If she can establish her 

tradition as an infallible 
authority, no mere Biblical 
arguments would have any 

effect against the dictates of the 
Church.

John MacArthur



Sola Scriptura

Vs 

Scripture + Church Authority



The Word of God: Two Views

BIBLE

BIBLE

CREEDS &
COUNCILS

TRADITION
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Chicken or 

Egg?

Bible

Church

Church

Bible

The Bible has no 
authority except by 
the authority of the 

Church.

Dr. Johann Eck

PROTESTANTS



Rival Sources of Authority

Catholic Protestant
Scripture, Tradition, Papacy & 

Councils

Scripture alone

External: church hierarchy Internal: individual conscience

Bible in Latin only Bible in vernacular languages

Bible derives authority from 

Church, “that gave us the Bible”

Church derives its authority from 

the Bible



Jesuit Founder, Ignatius Loyola

when the Pope says that black is 
white, and white black, it is the 

great moral glory of the order that 
it is able to repeat the lie (Regulæ

ad sentiendum cum Ecciesia).



Objections To Sola Scriptura

• Causes proliferation of 

denominations, sects and 

schisms. Leads to disunity.

• Makes every individual the 

final judge of what is true

• The church gave us the 

bible and came first so it is 

the higher authority



Council of Trent (1545-1563)



Roman Catholic 

Council Of Trent on Scripture

• Church has sole right to 

interpret Scripture

• Rejected “Sola Scriptura”

• Equal validity of Scripture 

and Tradition as sources of 

Religious Truth

• Tradition/Church Dogma 

are Binding on all faithful



Catholic 

Reply at 

Worms

Imperial secretary. "What purpose does it serve to raise a new 

dispute about matters condemned through so many centuries by 

church and council?  Unless perhaps a reason must be given to 

just anyone about anything whatsoever.  But if it were granted 

that whoever contradicts the councils and the common 

understanding of the church must be overcome by Scripture 

passages, we will have nothing in Christianity that is certain or 

decided.



Sola Scriptura

Vs 

Scripture + Tradition



Does this 
represent our  
use of Scripture 
to determine 
what is valid 
tradition and 
teaching of the 
Church?

Or does this represent the Church 
using its own teachings and 
tradition to interpret Scripture?



Bible vs. Tradition
Bible Says Tradition Says

All have sinned except Jesus. Ro. 3:10-12. 

Heb. 4:15

Mary was sinless and had an immaculate 

conception

Don’t Bow down to statues. Ex. 20:4-5 Statues to be venerated or adored

Jesus is the only mediator. 1 Tim 2:5 Mary is co-mediator; prayers made to Mary

All believers saints & priests.  Eph. 1:1 1 Pet. 

2:9

Some ordained as priests. Some elevated to 

sainthood

Christ sacrifice once and for all. Heb. 7:27 Daily sacrifice of the Mass



Tradition Proof 

Text?

2 Thess. 2:15 

“So then, brethren, stand 
firm and hold to the 
traditions which you were 
taught, whether by word 
of mouth or by letter from 
us.”

“I AM 
Tradition.”

Pope Pius IX



Council of Trent: Scripture+ Tradition

“The holy ecumenical and general Council of 

Trent, ... following the example of the 

orthodox Fathers receives and venerates 

all the books of the Old and New 

Testament ... and also the traditions 

pertaining to faith and conduct ... with 

and equal sense of devotion and 

reverence... If, however, anyone does not 

receive these books in their entirety, with all their 

parts, as they are accustomed to be read in 

the Catholic Church and are contained in 

the ancient Latin Vulgate edition as sacred 

and canonical, and knowingly and deliberately 

rejects the aforesaid traditions, let him be 

Anathema.” 



“Normative Principle”

• Whatever is not expressly 

forbidden in scripture can be 

accepted 

• Opposite of the regulative 

principle.

"What is not contrary to Scripture is for Scripture and 

Scripture for it. We should not discard or alter what 

cannot be discarded or altered by scripture, provided it 

does not violate scripture. "



Regulative Principle

• Opposed practices not 
supported by Scripture

• Scripture is the only 
source of rule

• Eliminated Music

Zürcher Bible 

appeared in 1529



Protestant 

Normative vs. Regulative Principle

NORMATIVE REGULATIVE

Nothing in the worship service should be 

done that is contrary to God's Word 

Scripture ought to explicitly sanction what is 

to be followed and practiced 

Anything was permissible if not explicitly 

forbidden in Scripture 

Anything was not permissible if not explicitly 

commanded.

Scripture is the final and last word on 

religious practice 

Scripture is the only word on religious 

practice

Rites, Holy Days, Seasons (like Lent)



Protestant 

Normative vs. Regulative Principles

NORMATIVE REGULATIVE

Stained Glass, Murals, Mosaics, Frescos White washed churches; Iconoclasm

Clerical robes and vestments Ordinary clothes or academic gowns

Candles, bells and incense None of these.

Musical Instruments

Hymns 

No musical instruments/ a capella only.

Psalms only



MODERN PROTESTANTS

NORMATIVE

High Church

REGULATIVE

Low Church

Baptists

Church of Christ

Disciples of Christ

Pentecostals
Lutherans

Episcopalians

Methodists

Calvary 

Chapels

Presbyterians

Mennonites

Assembly of God



Sola Scriptura

Vs 

New Revelation



Luther On New Revelations

l“They say, ‘you must hear 
the voice of God’ for to them 
the Bible means nothing. 
They are not Christians who 
want to go beyond the Word 
of God, even if they’re full of 
ten Holy Spirits.”



EXCLUSIVE: 

Revelation 22:18,19

• “I testify to everyone who hears 

the words of the prophecy of this 

book: if anyone adds to them,

God shall add to him the plagues 

which are written in this book; 

and if anyone takes away from 

the words of the book of this 

prophecy, God shall take away 

his part from the tree of life and 

from the holy city, which are 

written in this book.”



• “We believe in the Jesus of the New 
Testament, and we believe what the New 
Testament teaches about Him. We do believe 
things about Jesus that other Christians do not 
believe, but that is because we know, through 
revelation, things about Jesus that others do 
not know.” 

1. THE BOOK OF MORMON
ANOTHER TESTAMENT OF JESUS CHRIST 

2. THE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS
OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

3. CONTAINING REVELATIONS GIVEN TO
JOSEPH SMITH, THE PROPHET WITH 
SOME ADDITIONS BY HIS SUCCESSORS
IN THE PRESIDENCY OF THE CHURCH



EXCLUSIVE AUTHORITY: 

Galatians 1:8

“But even if we, or an 

angel from heaven, 

should preach to you a 

gospel contrary to what 

we have preached to you, 

he is to be accursed!  As 

we have said before, so I 

say again now, if any man 

is preaching to you a 

gospel contrary to what 

you received, he is to be 

accursed!”



Sola Scriptura

Vs

Post Modernism



Welcome To Our Bible Study

Well, that’s 
what it means 
to you, but to 
me it means…

What does this 

passage  mean 
to you?

Every body’s entitled to 
their opinion. Who’s to 
say one’s right and the 

other’s wrong?



Sola Scriptura Not Solo Scriptura

• The “right of private judgement

– doesn’t mean that everyone is entitled to his own opinion. 

– It opposes blind faith in authority.

– meaning of Scripture has to be established by verifiable 

methods.

– Invoking sacred tradition is no substitute for responsible 

exegesis. 



One Absolute Objective Knowable Content 

Truth!

• Truth is Absolute, Not Relative

• Truth is Objective, Not Subjective

• Truth is Singular, Not Multiple

• Truth Is Knowable, Not Unknowable

• Truth is Content, Not Existential



Sola Scriptura

Vs 

Science??



Approaches To 

Science & Scripture

• Triumphalism: Scripture 

and theology ‘trumps’ 

Science. 

• Scientism: Science 

‘trumps’ theology and 

Scripture. 

• Complementarism:

Eventually science and 

theology will agree.



Doctrines of Bibliology Summary

DOCTRINE MEANING

Revelation God has revealed Himself to all through 

creation and to some through Scriptures

Inspiration The Bible is God-breathed, 100% Divine 

and yet 100% Human.  A Variety of 

inspiration methods were used.

Inerrancy The Bible in its original form was without 

error on all things it affirms as true.

Authority The Bible is the only source of authority 

for doctrine and practice.


