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Pentateuch 
Under Attack!



“Source Criticism”
A Legitimate Undertaking

• Who were the 

authors?

• What sources did 

they use to write?

• When were the Bible 

books written?



Who Was Moses ?

• Acts 7:22

"Moses was educated in all 

the learning of the Egyptians, 

and he was a man of power in 

words and deeds. 



Did Moses Write the 

Books of Moses?

Yes!!



Internal Evidence: Moses as Author

• Exodus 17:14

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this in a book as a 

memorial and recite it to Joshua, that I will utterly blot out 

the memory of Amalek from under heaven." 

• Deuteronomy 31:24

It came about, when Moses finished writing the words 

of this law in a book until they were complete,



Testimony of Joshua

• Joshua 1:13
"Remember the word which Moses the servant of the 
LORD commanded you, saying, '[Deut 3:18-20] The 
LORD your God gives you rest and will give you this land.' 

• Joshua 8:31
just as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded 
the sons of Israel, as it is written in the Book Of The Law 
Of Moses,  an altar of uncut stones on which no man had 
wielded an iron tool; and they offered burnt offerings on it 
to the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. 

• Joshua 23:6
" Be very firm, then, to keep and do all that is written in 
The Book Of The Law Of Moses, so that you may not 
turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left, 



Testimony of Kings

• 1 Kings 2:3
"Keep the charge of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His 
statutes, His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, [Deut 
17:18-20] according to what is written in the Law of Moses, that you may 
succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn, 

• 2 Kings 14:6
But the sons of the slayers he did not put to death, according to what is 
written in the book of the Law of Moses, as the LORD commanded, saying, 
"[Deut 24:16] The fathers shall not be put to death for the sons, nor the sons 
be put to death for the fathers; but each shall be put to death for his own sin."



Testimony of Chronicles

• 1 Chronicles 6:49
But Aaron and his sons [Ex 27:1-8] offered on the altar of burnt offering and 
[Ex 30:1-7] on the altar of incense, for all the work of the most holy place, and 
[Ex 30:10-16] to make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the 
servant of God had commanded. 

• 2 Chronicles 8:13
and [Ex 29:38-42] did so according to the daily rule, offering them up [Num 
28:3] according to the commandment of Moses, for [Num 28:9, 10] the 
sabbaths, [Num 28:11] the new moons and the [Ex 23:14-17; 34:22, 23; Deut 
16:16] three annual feasts--the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of 
Weeks and the Feast of Booths. 



Testimony of Chronicles

• 2 Chronicles 23:18
Moreover, Jehoiada placed the offices of the house of the LORD under the 
authority of the Levitical priests, whom David had assigned over the house of 
the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is written in the law 
of Moses -with rejoicing and singing according to the order of David. 

• 2 Chronicles 34:14
When they were bringing out the money which had been brought into the 
house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the book of the law of the LORD 
given by Moses.



Testimony of Ezra

• Ezra 3:2
Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his brothers the priests, and] 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his brothers arose and [Ex 27:1] built the 
altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt offerings on it, [Deut 12:5, 6] as it is 
written in the law of Moses, the man of God. 

• Ezra 6:18
Then they appointed the priests to] their divisions and the Levites in their 
orders for the service of God in Jerusalem, [Num 3:6; 8:9] as it is written in 
the book of Moses. 



Testimony of Nehemiah

• Nehemiah 1:7
"We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the commandments, nor the 
statutes, nor the ordinances [Deut 28:14] which You commanded Your servant Moses. 

• Nehemiah 1:8
"Remember the word which You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, '[Lev 26:33] If 
you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the peoples; 

• Nehemiah 8:1
And all the people gathered as one man at the square which was in front of the Water 
Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the 
LORD had given to Israel. 

• Nehemiah 8:14
They found written in the law how the LORD had commanded through Moses that the 
sons of Israel [Lev 23:34, 40, 42] should live in booths during the feast of the seventh 
month. 

• Nehemiah 9:14
"So You made known to them [Ex 16:23; 20:8] Your holy sabbath, And laid down for them 
commandments, statutes and law, Through Your servant Moses. 

• Nehemiah 10:29
are joining with their kinsmen, their nobles, and are taking on themselves a curse and an 
oath to walk in God's law, which was given through Moses, God's servant, and to keep 
and to observe all the commandments of GOD our Lord, and His ordinances and His 
statutes; 



Testimony of Jesus
• Matthew 8:4 And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go, [Lev 

13:49; 14:2ff] show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them." 

• Matthew 19:8 He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart Moses
permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this 
way. 

• Mark 7:10 "For Moses said, '[Ex 20:12; Deut 5:16] HONOR YOUR FATHER 
AND YOUR MOTHER'; and, '[Ex 21:17; Lev 20:9] HE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF 
FATHER OR MOTHER, IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH'; 

• Mark 10:3 And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command 
you?" 

• Luke 16:31 "But he said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the 
Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.'" 

• Luke 20:37 "But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the 
passage about the burning bush, where he calls the Lord [Ex 3:6] THE GOD OF 
ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB. 

• John 5:46 "For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote 
about Me. 

• John 7:19 " Did not Moses give you the Law, and yet none of you carries 
out the Law? Why do you seek to kill Me?" 

• John 8:5 "Now in the Law [Lev 20:10; Deut 22:22f] Moses commanded us
to stone such women; what then do You say?"



Testimony of Luke

• Acts 3:22
"Moses said, '[Deut 18:15, 18;] THE LORD GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU 
A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN; TO HIM YOU SHALL 
GIVE HEED to everything He says to you. 

• Acts 7:37
"This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, '[Deut 18:15, 18;] GOD 
WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR 
BRETHREN.' 



Testimony of Paul

• Romans 10:5
For Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is 
based on law [Lev 18:5] shall live by that righteousness. 

• Romans 10:19
But I say, surely Israel did not know, did they? First Moses says, "[Deut 
32:21] I WILL [MAKE YOU JEALOUS BY THAT WHICH IS NOT A NATION, 
BY A NATION WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING WILL I ANGER YOU." 

• 2 Corinthians 3:15
But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 



Specific Moses Authorship Claims

Internal

Claim

Joshua Kings/

Chron.

Ezra/

Neh.

Jesus Luke Paul

Genesis

Exodus √ √ √ √

Leviticus √ √ √ √

Numbers √ √

Deutero-

nomy
√ √ √ √ √ √ √



Did Moses Use 

Sources?

Yes!!



Sources For Genesis:
Oral Tradition Or Direct Revelation

• Unwritten, memorized accounts 

of historical events and stories 

• Gradually, as a written 

language is developed, those 

traditions that were once told 

orally are written down.

• Moses not an Eyewitness to 

Genesis

• Narrowest Gap is 400 Years!



Attacks on 

Moses’ Authorship
“Little Round Top”



Authorship of Moses First Questioned

• 17th Century Thomas 

Hobbes, and Spinoza, 

suggested that the Hebrew 

Bible (Old Testament) was 

not written by Moses



Account of Moses’ Death

• Deut 34:5-9 

• So Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land 
of Moab as the Lord had said.  He buried him in the land 
of Moab near Beth Peor, but no one knows his exact 
burial place to this very day. Moses was one hundred 
and twenty years old when he died, but his eye was not 
dull nor had his vitality departed. The Israelites mourned 
for Moses in the deserts of Moab for thirty days; then the 
days of mourning for Moses ended. Now Joshua son of 
Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had placed 
his hands on him; and the Israelites listened to him and 
did just what the Lord had commanded Moses. No 
prophet ever again arose in Israel like Moses, who 
knew the Lord face to face. 



So-Called Doublets

Creation Genesis 1 = plants, 

animals, man-woman

Genesis 2 = man, 

plants, animals, woman

Flood seven pairs of clean and 

1 pair of unclean 

animals, 40 days, raven

1 pair of all animals, 1 

year, dove

Sara = wife/sister Genesis 20 Genesis 26

Jacob names 

Bethel

Genesis 28 Genesis 35

Ten 

Commandments

Exodus 20 Exodus 34

Yahweh’s name 

revealed

Exodus 3 Exodus 6



Alleged Anachronisms

• Gen 12:6

– Abram traveled through the land as far as the oak tree 

of Moreh at Shechem. (At that time the Canaanites 

were in the land.) 

• Gen 36:31

– These were the kings who reigned in the land of Edom 

before any king ruled over the Israelites: 

• Deuteronomy 1:1

– These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel 

across the Jordan in the wilderness, in the Arabah 

opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel and Laban 

and Hazeroth and Dizahab.



Documentary Hypothesis 

• Jean Astruc (1684-1766) and the older 

documentary hypothesis:

• Moses was the author of the Pentateuch, who 

compiled his book from earlier documents. 

• Use God’s name as clue to rearrange the materials 

in Genesis 



New documentary hypothesis

• First proposed by Hermann Hupfeld 

in 1853 on Genesis 

• Later applied to the entire Pentateuch 

• Accepted and refined by Karl Heinrich 

Graf, Abraham Kuenen and Julius 

Wellhausen

• “J” (Yahwistic), “E” (Elohistic), “D” 

(Deuteronomistic), and “P” (Priestly) 

documents



Documentary Hypothesis

• 1870’s) Karl Graf and Julius 
Wellhaussen proposed 
Documentary Hypothesis—
(Graf-Wellhausen theory) rejects 
Moses as author of the five Law 
books

• Claims books were compiled by 
variety of authors who wrote 
documents referred to as “J”, “E”, 
“D” and “P”, and compilation later 
reshuffled by editors over a 
period of 500 years. 

• In 1878 Julius 

Wellhausen 

published 

Prolegomena 

to the History 

of Ancient 

Israel



GKW Documentary Hypothesis

• J Source: 

–Yahweh as God’s name

–Ca. 950-850 BC

• E Source:

–Elohim 

–Ca. 750-700 BC



Documentary Hypothesis Cont.

• D Source:

–Core material in Deuteronomy

–“Pious fraud” in 621 BC (Josiah’s Reform)

• P Source:

–Written by priests during exile

–Ca. 550 BC-end of 4th century BC 





“J” Source – Jehovah
10th Century

• a writer who used JHWH, Yahweh, as the name 
of God

• Core of Genesis, Exodus and Numbers.

• First version of early Israelite history probably 
written during the age of the United Monarchy c. 
950 BC

• Written in the South (Judah)

• Loyal to Davidic Dynasty

• Anthropomorphic view of God

– God as having human characteristics

• Oral sources, Court records, etc.



“E” Source – Elohim
9th-8th Century

• a writer who used Elohim as the divine name but will also 
use Yahweh after Moses is given the sacred name

• Found mostly after Gen. 11, although traces can be seen in 
the Flood Narrative.

• Composed in the North

– Rejects central monarchy in Jerusalem and its special 
priestly caste.

• Composed after 850 BC, but no later than 750 BC

• After 722 BC (Fall of Israel), E was carried down to 
Jerusalem by escapees and then combined with the J 
source to for the JE epic.



Alleged Evidence of Religious Evolution

Many Altars: Exodus 20:24 One Altar: Deut 12:5-6

You must make for me an 

altar made of earth, and you 

will sacrifice on it your burnt 

offerings and your peace 

offerings, your sheep and 

your cattle. In every place 

where I cause my name to be 

honored I will come to you 

and I will bless you. 

But you must seek only the 

place he chooses from all 

your tribes to establish his 

name as his place of 

residence, and you must go 

there. And there you must 

take your burnt offerings, your 

sacrifices, your tithes, the 

personal offerings you have 

prepared, your votive 

offerings, your freewill 

offerings, and the firstborn of 

your herds and flocks. 



“D” Source- Dueteronomist
7th Century

• author of the book of Deuteronomy

• Composed under Josiah’s reform (621 BC)

• King Josiah “finding” the scroll of Deuteronomy 

• Subject matter deals with covenant with God.

• Only one place to worship Yahweh- the Temple in 

Jerusalem

– Motivated Josiah to destroy rival sanctuaries 

throughout the kingdom.

• Baruch?



“P” Source- Priestly
6th Century

• Final fixed form of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers.

• Probably written by group of priests during exile in Babylon 
in  6th C. BC -- adds detailed description of wilderness 
tabernacle in Exodus, all of Leviticus -- worship and 
priesthood rules, and fragments in Numbers.

• Priestly Regulations- how rituals were to be carried out now 
that there wasn’t a Temple to sacrifice in.

• Sabbath Law

• Genealogies to preserve identity

• Response to outside influences: Creation and Flood updates

• Organized, Structured, close attention to details and 
specifics- almost scientific

• Ages with Genealogies

• Dimensions of the Ark

• Days of Creation (Genesis 1.1-2.4a)



“R” the Redactor/Editor
5th Century

• a redactor who shaped the 

contributions of J, E, P and 

D together in the present 

Torah.

• Ezra?



Assessing the 

Documentary 

Hypothesis



Religious Assumptions of the Documentary 

Hypothesis

• No God

• No Special 

Revelation

• No Miracles

• Erroneous Record



False Historical Assumptions In 
Documentary Hypothesis

• Spread of Literacy

• Classical (Greek) Prejudices

• Political Evolution –

– Tribes-nation-theocracy

– Evolution of Law Codes

• Religious Evolution–

– polytheism-henotheism-

monotheism

– Prophets – priesthood--rabbis

– many sanctuaries- one sanctuary

•Sumerian Tablets with 
writing from 3300 B.C.



Dating 
Consistent with Moses

• Conditions, background and 

setting of the period described 

in the books and confirmed by 

archaeology

• Comparative study against 

writings of the same period 

• Words, phrases and language 

used

• Style of writing

• “To this day”

• Markers

Code of Hammurabi, 1796 BC



Markers Point To Moses

• Genesis 13:10, the 
Jordanplain, which is 
described as being “like 
the land of Egypt as you 
go unto Zoar” (a fertile 
district in the Delta). 

• Genesis 33:18 Shalem, 
“a city of Shechem, which 
is in the land of Canaan.” 

• Numbers 13:22 the city 
of Hebron is said to have 
been built seven years
before Zoan in Egypt. 



What About Names For God 

And Writing Styles?

A Scientific Experiment
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