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Class Theme Verse: 1 Thess. 

2:13

• “For this reason we also 
constantly thank God that 

• when you received the 
word of God 

• which you heard from us, 

• you accepted it 

• not as the word of men, 
but for what it really is, 
the word of God, 

• which also performs its 
work in you who believe.”



Historical Context

• 520. Jews return from Babylon 
and rebuild the Temple

• 332 BC Alexander the Great 
conquers the Near East. 
Hellenization.

• 167 BC Maccabean revolt
against Antiochus IV. One 
century of independence.

• 63 BC Romans conquer 
Palestine.

• 66-70 AD Jewish war. Temple 
destroyed.

Young Alexander



Apocrypha: Meaning

• Language: Greek

• Timing: Between ca. 200 BC- 100 AD

• Meaning: Apocrypha (Hidden; hence, secret books; 

singular apocryphon)” (contra “apocalypse meaning 

revealed”)

• Apocrypha = works outside the canon, not considered 

divinely inspired

• called in the Roman Catholic Church deuterocanonical 

works—i.e., those that are canonical for Catholics but are 

not a part of the Jewish Bible.

• apocryphal => mythological.



Categories within the Apocrypha

Historical Religious Wisdom Apocalypt

ic 

1 Esdras

1 Maccabees

2 Maccabees

Tobit

Judith

Susanna

Additions to 

Esther

Bel and the 

Dragon

Sirach

Wisdom of Solomon

Baruch

Prayer of Manasseh

Epistle of Jeremiah

Prayer of Azariah

2 Esdras



ESDRAS

• a history of the Jews from King Josiah (7th century 
BC) to Ezra (5th century BC). 

 Esdras (Greek name for Ezra) was attributed to Erza 
who lived about 450 B.C. The book dates to 90 B.C.

• At the reforming Council of Trent (1545–63), the 
Roman Catholic Church no longer recognized it as 
canonical and relegated it in the Latin Bible to the 
end, as an appendix to the New Testament. 

• One of the reasons for its non-canonicity in the West 
is that the “Greek Ezra” contains material parallel to 
the biblical books of Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah 
but contradicts them.



I and II Maccabees

• Tells of the Maccabean Revolt 
against Antiochus Epiphanies IV

• 1 Maccabees itself attests to the 
absences of prophets in its own time

– 1 Macc. 9:27
– “Thus there was great distress in Israel, 

such as had not been since the time that 
prophets ceased to appear among them.

• Abomination of Desolation

• Rededication of Temple and Hannaka 
festival lasting eight days. 

• proof texts for purgatory



Tobit
• Tobit goes blind.   His son uses a magical fish to 

restore his father’s sight after instructions from 

Archangel Raphael.  Raphael then disclosed that he 

was one of God's seven angels and ascended into 

heaven.

• Judaized version of the well-known folktale of “The 

Grateful Dead”, in which a young man buries the 

corpse of a stranger and later wins a bride through the 

intercession of the dead man's spirit. In the Jewish 

form of the story, “The Grateful Dead” is replaced by 

the angel Raphael. 

• silver rule (4:15): “And what you hate, do not do to anyone.”

• The Story of “Wise Ahikar”



• “For almsgiving 
delivers from death, 
and it will purge away 
every sin. Those who 
perform deeds of 
charity and of 
righteousness will 
have fullness of life.”

– Tobit 12:9



Judith

• Judith (“Jewess”) is a beautiful widow

• enters the camp of an Assyrian General

• Saves the Jewish people by seducing and then 
beheading the General

• clearly fiction

• full of historical errors and anachronisms 

– Nebuchadnezzar, “who reigned over the Assyrians 
at Nineveh” 



Additions to Daniel

 Additions 3:24-90;

chapters 13-14

• The Prayer of Azariah

• Song of the Three 

Young Men

• Susannah

• Bell and the Dragon. 



Bel and the Dragon
• Daniel proved to the King that 

the food given to Bel was in 
reality eaten by the priests. The 
priests were punished by death 
and Bel's temple destroyed. 

• The Babylonians also 
worshipped a dragon, but Daniel 
killed it. After Daniel's sacrilege 
of slaying the dragon, the King 
cast Daniel into the lions' den, 
but nothing happened to him. 

• Indeed, he was given a dinner 
by the prophet Habakkuk, who 
was brought there by the hair of 
his head by an angel. 

• the King found Daniel sitting in 
the den; so he led Daniel out 
and cast his enemies into the 
den, where they were devoured.



Susanna• Susanna is a beautiful, 

married woman living in 

Babylon

• Two Jewish elders are 

infatuated with her beauty

• Desire to sleep with her, 

• Bring false charges of 

adultery when she refuses,

• Susanna is convicted and 

sentenced to death, 

• Daniel proves her 

innocence, 

• Elders are put to death 

instead



Additions to Esther

 additions 1:1a-1r; 3:13a-13g; 4:17a-17z; 5:1a-1f,2a,2b;

8:12a-12v; 10:3a-31

• the prayers of Mordecai and of Esther, containing apologies 

for what is said in the Book of Esther—Mordecai saying that 

he refused to bow before Haman (the grand vizier) because 

he is flesh and blood and Esther saying that she strongly 

detests her forced marriage with the heathen king;

• the decree of Artaxerxes on behalf of the Jews, in which 

Haman is called a Macedonian who plotted against the King 

to transfer the kingdom of Persia to the Macedonians; and 

• the interpretation of Mordecai's dream and a date, namely, 

“the fourth year of the reign of Ptolemy and Cleopatra” (i.e., 114 

BC), is given.



Ecclesiasticus (or Sirach)

• Ecclesiasticus, in the Latin Bible and in Greek the 
Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach or the Wisdom of 
Ben-Sira. 

• The book is written in the poetical style of the wisdom 
books of the Old Testament (e.g., Proverbs, Job) and 
deals with the themes of practical and theoretical 
morality. 

• the author 

– does not believe in the afterlife

– A scribe/teacher in Jerusalem (190-180 B.C.)

• Work is similar to the Book of Proverbs

• “It is a disgrace to be the father of an undisciplined son, and the birth 
of a daughter is a loss.”
– Sirach 22:3



The Wisdom of Solomon

• The Wisdom of Solomon was 

probably written in Alexandria 

(Egypt) in the 1st century BC.

• contrast between pious and 

righteous Jews and the wicked, 

sinful, and mundane Jews who 

persecute the righteous

• freely uses Greek philosophical 

and other terms and is 

influenced by Jewish 

apocalyptic literature. 



Baruch & The Letter of Jeremiah

• attributed to Baruch, secretary to the 
Old Testament prophet Jeremiah

• Baruch who read Jeremiah's letter to 
the exiles in Babylon. After hearing 
his words, the Jews repented and 
confessed their sins. 

 Letter of Jeremiah

 included only in Greek 
Orthodox Bibles as a separate 
book

 in RCC editions: included as 
chapter 6 of the Book of 
Baruch



Jews and the OT Apocrypha

• popular among Greek-speaking Jews in the Dispersion

• The Palestinian Jews never accepted it.

• Added to the Septuagint (but It is disputed whether or 
not these books were included in the LXX) 

• Several apocryphal works were found among the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, but Many works were found among the 
Dead Sea Scrolls which are not canonical.

• Rejected by Jewish Rabbis in Jamnia (A.D. 90) as not 
part of the canon of Jewish scripture

• The Talmud separates these works as Sefarim 
Hizonim (Extraneous Books).



Septuagint and the Apocrypha

1. These works were included in the LXX 

from which the N.T. writers often quoted.

2. It is disputed whether or not these books 

were included in the LXX. Even if they 

were, this does not necessarily prove that 

the Alexandrian community believed them 

to be inspired. And even if they did, this 

does not prove that they were.



Early Church and the Apocrypha

• N.T. never quotes from the Apocrypha.

• Early Christians reflect some knowledge of the 
Apocrypha. 

• Jerome had doubts about the authenticity of some of 
the apocryphal works that it contained (he was the first 
to employ the word apocrypha in the sense of 
“noncanonical”), he was overruled, and most of them 
were included in the Vulgate. 

• Certain early Church fathers used them authoritatively. 

• Clement of Alexandria (Tobit, Sirach, Wisdom)

• Origen (Epistle of Jeremiah)

• Irenaeus (Wisdom)

• Tertullian (Enoch)



Early Church and the Apocrypha
Authors. Date Esth Bar Eccl Wisd Tob Jud Mac

Origen 225 √ M X X X X X

Cyril of Jerusalem 348 √ √ X X X X X

Athanasius 367 X √ X X X X S

Jerome 390 √ M X X X X X

Augustine 397 √ M √ √ √ √ √

3rd Council of Carthage 397 √ M √ √ √ √ √

http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#origen#origen
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#cyril#cyril
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#athanasius#athanasius
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#jerome#jerome
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#augustine#augustine
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#carthage#carthage


Greek Orthodox and the Apocrypha

• Orthodox Church 

holds them to be 

canonical



Roman Catholics and the Apocrypha

• Roman Catholics call the 

books “deuterocanonical” 

or the second set of 

canonical Old Testament 

books.

• Council of Trent (1546) 

calls them divine, excluding

only the Third and Fourth 

Books of Maccabees, the 

Prayer of Manasseh, Psalm 

151, and the First and 

Second Books of Esdras. 



Protestants and the Apocrypha

• Rejected by Protestants

• Some Protestants add them 

“in the middle”

• Protestant Reformers Reject 

Apocrypha, 

Follow Tanak, not Septuagint

• Luther’s German Translation 
of the Bible.



OT (Hebrew) “Pseudepigrapha”

• Term: false inscription

• Written by Jews and 

Christians between 200 

B.C.. and 200 A.D..

• Not included in LXX => 

not accepted as canonical 

by any Western church



Pseudepigrapha Books
• Testament of Job 

• Jubilees

• 3 & 4 Maccabees

• Moses, Testament of (Assumption of)

• Lives of the Prophets

• Sibyline Oracles

• Psalms of Solomon

• Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs

• Adam and Eve, Life of (or Apocalypse of Moses)

• Aristeas, Letter of

• 2 Baruch

• Elijah, Apocalypse of

• Enoch

• Isaiah, Ascension of



NT and the Pseudepigrapha

• Jude 1:13-15

– They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their 

shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness 

has been reserved forever. Enoch, the seventh from 

Adam, prophesied about these men: "See, the Lord 

is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy 

ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly 

of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly 

way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have 

spoken against him." 



Psalm 19

For the director of music. A psalm of David.

• 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, 
reviving the soul. 

• The statutes of the LORD are 
trustworthy,  making wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, 
giving joy to the heart. 

• The commands of the LORD are radiant, 
giving light to the eyes.

• 9 The fear of the LORD is pure, 
enduring forever. 

• The ordinances of the LORD are 
sure and altogether righteous. 
10 They are more precious than 
gold, than much pure gold; they 
are sweeter than honey, 
than honey from the comb. 
11 By them is your servant 
warned; in keeping them there 
is great reward.
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Class Theme Verse: 1 Thess. 

2:13

• “For this reason we also 
constantly thank God that 

• when you received the 
word of God 

• which you heard from us, 

• you accepted it 

• not as the word of men, 
but for what it really is, 
the word of God, 

• which also performs its 
work in you who believe.”



Jews and the OT Apocrypha

• popular among Greek-speaking Jews in the 
Dispersion

• The Palestinian Jews never accepted it.

• Added to the Septuagint (but It is disputed whether or 
not these books were included in the LXX) 

• Several apocryphal works were found among the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, but Many works were found among 
the Dead Sea Scrolls which are not canonical.

• Rejected by Jewish Rabbis in Jamnia (A.D. 90) as not 
part of the canon of Jewish scripture

• The Talmud separates these works as Sefarim 
Hizonim (Extraneous Books).



The OT Apocryphal Books

• from the Greek word for “hidden” (contra
“apocalypse meaning revealed”)

• A group of books that are not part of the canon 
of Jewish scripture but are found in early 
Christian versions of the “Old Testament”

• Catholics hold some of them to be canonical 
“deuterocanonical”

• I-II Esdras Baruch
• Tobit Song of the 3 

Children
• Judith Story of Susannah
• Bel and the Dragonextra parts of Esther
• Wisdom Prayer of Manasses
• Ecclesiasticus I-II Macabees
• Extra parts of Daniel



Jews and the OT Apocrypha

• popular among Greek-speaking Jews in the 
Dispersion

• The Palestinian Jews never accepted it.

• Added to the Septuagint (but It is disputed whether or 
not these books were included in the LXX) 

• Several apocryphal works were found among the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, but Many works were found among 
the Dead Sea Scrolls which are not canonical.

• Rejected by Jewish Rabbis in Jamnia (A.D. 90) as not 
part of the canon of Jewish scripture

• The Talmud separates these works as Sefarim 
Hizonim (Extraneous Books).



Apocrypha: Meaning

• Language: Greek

• Timing: Between ca. 200 BC- 100 AD

• Meaning: Apocrypha (Hidden; hence, secret books; 

singular apocryphon)” (contra “apocalypse meaning 

revealed”)

• Apocrypha = works outside the canon, not considered 

divinely inspired

• called in the Roman Catholic Church deuterocanonical 

works—i.e., those that are canonical for Catholics but are 

not a part of the Jewish Bible.

• apocryphal => mythological.



Categories within the Apocrypha

Historical Religious Wisdom Apocalypt

ic 

1 Esdras

1 Maccabees

2 Maccabees

Tobit

Judith

Susanna

Additions to 

Esther

Bel and the 

Dragon

Sirach

Wisdom of Solomon

Baruch

Prayer of Manasseh

Epistle of Jeremiah

Prayer of Azariah

2 Esdras



Early Church and the Apocrypha

• N.T. never quotes from the Apocrypha.

• Early Christians reflect some knowledge of the 
Apocrypha. 

• Jerome had doubts about the authenticity of some of 
the apocryphal works that it contained (he was the 
first to employ the word apocrypha in the sense of 
“noncanonical”), he was overruled, and most of them 
were included in the Vulgate. 

• Certain early Church fathers used them 
authoritatively. 

• Clement of Alexandria (Tobit, Sirach, Wisdom)

• Origen (Epistle of Jeremiah)

• Irenaeus (Wisdom)

• Tertullian (Enoch)



Early Church and the Apocrypha

Authors. Date Esth Bar Eccl Wisd Tob Jud Mac

Origen 225 √ M X X X X X

Cyril of Jerusalem 348 √ √ X X X X X

Athanasius 367 X √ X X X X S

Jerome 390 √ M X X X X X

Augustine 397 √ M √ √ √ √ √

3rd Council of Carthage 397 √ M √ √ √ √ √

http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#origen#origen
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#cyril#cyril
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#athanasius#athanasius
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#jerome#jerome
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#augustine#augustine
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon4.html#carthage#carthage


Greek Orthodox and the Apocrypha

• Orthodox Church 

holds them to be 

canonical



Roman Catholics and the Apocrypha

• Roman Catholics call the 

books “deuterocanonical” 

or the second set of 

canonical Old Testament 

books.

• Council of Trent (1546) 

calls them divine, excluding

only the Third and Fourth 

Books of Maccabees, the 

Prayer of Manasseh, 

Psalm 151, and the First 

and Second Books of 

Esdras. 



Catholic “Counter Reformation” Council of Trent 

Declares “Apocrypha” to be Scripture 

and Tradition to be Equal to Scripture (1563 AD) 



The Council of Trent

• After Jerome, there was no need for further discussion, the problem was (for 

the most part) settled.

• In the 16th century Martin Luther questioned the Catholic canon.  (OT)

• During the Council of Trent the Catholic church definitively declared which of 

the books of the Bible were to be considered “canonical.”  (Mid 1500s)



Council of Trent: on the Apocrypha

“The holy ecumenical and general Council of 

Trent, ... following the example of the 

orthodox Fathers receives and venerates all the 

books of the Old and New Testament ... and 

also the traditions pertaining to faith and 

conduct ... with and equal sense of devotion 

and reverence... If, however, anyone does not 

receive these books in their entirety, with all 

their parts, as they are accustomed to be read in 

the Catholic Church and are contained in the 

ancient Latin Vulgate edition as sacred and 

canonical, and knowingly and deliberately 

rejects the aforesaid traditions, let him be 

Anathema.” 



Protestant Reformers 
Reject Apocrypha, 
Follow Tanak, not 

Septuagint

• Luther’s German 
Translation of the Bible.



Protestant Canon
• Reject Incorporation of 

Apocrypha

• Some include 11 additional 

books from the Septuagint and 

the Vulgate, as deuterocanonical



Jewish, Catholic and Protestant Canons Compared

Arrows Identify Apocrypha



Jewish, 

Catholic/

Orthodox 

and 

Protestant 

Bibles 

Compared



Baruch & The Letter of Jeremiah

• attributed to Baruch, secretary to 
the Old Testament prophet 
Jeremiah

• Baruch who read Jeremiah's letter 
to the exiles in Babylon. After 
hearing his words, the Jews 
repented and confessed their sins. 

 Letter of Jeremiah

 included only in Greek 
Orthodox Bibles as a separate 
book

 in RCC editions: included as 
chapter 6 of the Book of 
Baruch



Bel and the Dragon
• Daniel proved to the King that 

the food given to Bel was in 
reality eaten by the priests. The 
priests were punished by death 
and Bel's temple destroyed. 

• The Babylonians also 
worshipped a dragon, but 
Daniel killed it. After Daniel's 
sacrilege of slaying the dragon, 
the King cast Daniel into the 
lions' den, but nothing 
happened to him. 

• Indeed, he was given a dinner 
by the prophet Habakkuk, who 
was brought there by the hair of 
his head by an angel. 

• the King found Daniel sitting in 
the den; so he led Daniel out 
and cast his enemies into the 
den, where they were devoured.



Additions to Daniel

 Additions 3:24-90;

chapters 13-14

• The Prayer of 

Azariah

• Song of the Three 

Young Men

• Susannah

• Bell and the Dragon. 



Ecclesiasticus (or Sirach)

• Ecclesiasticus, in the Latin Bible and in Greek the 
Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach or the Wisdom of 
Ben-Sira. 

• The book is written in the poetical style of the wisdom 
books of the Old Testament (e.g., Proverbs, Job) and 
deals with the themes of practical and theoretical 
morality. 

• the author 

– does not believe in the afterlife

– A scribe/teacher in Jerusalem (190-180 B.C.)

• Work is similar to the Book of Proverbs

• “It is a disgrace to be the father of an undisciplined son, and the birth 
of a daughter is a loss.”
– Sirach 22:3



Additions to Esther

 additions 1:1a-1r; 3:13a-13g; 4:17a-17z; 5:1a-1f,2a,2b;

8:12a-12v; 10:3a-31

• the prayers of Mordecai and of Esther, containing apologies 

for what is said in the Book of Esther—Mordecai saying that 

he refused to bow before Haman (the grand vizier) because 

he is flesh and blood and Esther saying that she strongly 

detests her forced marriage with the heathen king;

• the decree of Artaxerxes on behalf of the Jews, in which 

Haman is called a Macedonian who plotted against the King 

to transfer the kingdom of Persia to the Macedonians; and 

• the interpretation of Mordecai's dream and a date, namely, 

“the fourth year of the reign of Ptolemy and Cleopatra” (i.e., 114 

BC), is given.



Judith

• Judith (“Jewess”) is a beautiful widow

• enters the camp of an Assyrian General

• Saves the Jewish people by seducing and then 
beheading the General

• clearly fiction

• full of historical errors and anachronisms 

– Nebuchadnezzar, “who reigned over the Assyrians 
at Nineveh” 



ESDRAS

• a history of the Jews from King Josiah (7th century 
BC) to Ezra (5th century BC). 

 Esdras (Greek name for Ezra) was attributed to Erza 
who lived about 450 B.C. The book dates to 90 B.C.

• At the reforming Council of Trent (1545–63), the 
Roman Catholic Church no longer recognized it as 
canonical and relegated it in the Latin Bible to the 
end, as an appendix to the New Testament. 

• One of the reasons for its non-canonicity in the West 
is that the “Greek Ezra” contains material parallel to 
the biblical books of Chronicles, Ezra, and 
Nehemiah but contradicts them.



I and II Maccabees

• Tells of the Maccabean Revolt 
against Antiochus Epiphanies IV

• 1 Maccabees itself attests to the 
absences of prophets in its own time

– 1 Macc. 9:27
– “Thus there was great distress in Israel, 

such as had not been since the time that 
prophets ceased to appear among them.

• Abomination of Desolation

• Rededication of Temple and 
Hannaka festival lasting eight days. 

• proof texts for purgatory



Prayer of Manasseh

• In some manuscripts of the Septuagint and in two later Christian 
writings, a pseudepigraphic Prayer of Manasseh is contained. 
This prayer was composed with reference to II Chron. 33:11–18, 
according to which the wicked Judaean king Manasseh repented 
and prayed. In the present form the prayer is Greek in origin, but it 
may have existed in a Hebrew version, of which the Greek is a 
free adaptation. The prayer was probably composed (or 
translated) in the 1st century BC.



Susanna• Susanna is a beautiful, 

married woman living in 

Babylon

• Two Jewish elders are 

infatuated with her beauty

• Desire to sleep with her, 

• Bring false charges of 

adultery when she refuses,

• Susanna is convicted and 

sentenced to death, 

• Daniel proves her 

innocence, 

• Elders are put to death 

instead



Tobit
• Tobit goes blind.   His son uses a magical fish to 

restore his father’s sight after instructions from 

Archangel Raphael.  Raphael then disclosed that he 

was one of God's seven angels and ascended into 

heaven.

• Judaized version of the well-known folktale of “The 

Grateful Dead”, in which a young man buries the 

corpse of a stranger and later wins a bride through the 

intercession of the dead man's spirit. In the Jewish 

form of the story, “The Grateful Dead” is replaced by 

the angel Raphael. 

• silver rule (4:15): “And what you hate, do not do to anyone.”

• The Story of “Wise Ahikar”



The Wisdom of Solomon

• The Wisdom of Solomon was 

probably written in Alexandria 

(Egypt) in the 1st century BC.

• contrast between pious and 

righteous Jews and the wicked, 

sinful, and mundane Jews who 

persecute the righteous

• freely uses Greek philosophical 

and other terms and is 

influenced by Jewish 

apocalyptic literature. 



Septuagint and the Apocrypha

1. These works were included in the LXX 

from which the N.T. writers often quoted.

2. It is disputed whether or not these books 

were included in the LXX. Even if they 

were, this does not necessarily prove that 

the Alexandrian community believed 

them to be inspired. And even if they did, 

this does not prove that they were.



Tobit 12:9

• “For almsgiving delivers from death, and it will purge away every sin. Those who 
perform deeds of charity and of righteousness will have fullness of life.”



OT (Hebrew) “Pseudepigrapha”

• Term: false inscription

• Written by Jews and 

Christians between 200 

B.C.. and 200 A.D..

• Not included in LXX => 

not accepted as canonical 

by any Western church



OT (Hebrew) “Pseudepigrapha”

• Accepted number of main pseudepigrapha: 52

– 19 apocalyptic works

– 8 testaments (The Testaments of the 12 Patriarchs)

– 13 legends and expansions of biblical stories (Life of Adam & Eve)

– 5 wisdom books

– 7 prayer and psalm collections (Hellenistic Synagogal Prayers)



Pseudepigrapha Books
• Testament of Job 

• Jubilees

• 3 & 4 Maccabees

• Moses, Testament of (Assumption of)

• Lives of the Prophets

• Sibyline Oracles

• Psalms of Solomon

• Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs

• Adam and Eve, Life of (or Apocalypse of Moses)

• Aristeas, Letter of

• 2 Baruch

• Elijah, Apocalypse of

• Enoch

• Isaiah, Ascension of



NT and the Pseudepigrapha

• Jude 1:13-15

– They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, 

for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever. Enoch, the 

seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: "See, the Lord is 

coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge 

everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have 

done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have 

spoken against him." 



Final Structure of the Torah
• The canon of the Torah was probably finished in the time 

of Ezra. (5th cent. BC)

– Ezra 6.18 Mentions how the priest were set in their 
divisions and the Levites in their courses for the service 
to God at Jerusalem, “as it is written in the book of 
Moses.”

• Reference to Exodus 29; Leviticus 8; and Numbers 3, 
4, 8 where Moses sets up two classes

• David established divisions in I Chronicles 23-26

– Nehemiah 8.1 mentions the people telling the scribe 
Ezra to “bring the book of the law of Moses, which the 
Lord had given to Israel.



Christian Organization of OT
• The “Pentateuch”- The First Five Books

– Also known as “The Law”, “The Books of Moses” 

– Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

• Historical Books
– 12 books, Joshua through Esther

• The Wisdom Literature

– 5 “Wisdom” books; Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon.

• The 5 Major Prophets
– Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Daniel, Ezekiel

• The Minor Prophets – 12 Books



Two different endings

• Hebrew Scriptures end with the 
promise of a rebuilt temple (539 
BC)

– God has charged Cyrus of 
Persia “to build him a house at 
Jerusalem” (2 Chronicles 36. 23; 
repeated in Ezra 1. 2).

• Christian Scriptures end with the 
promise of a messenger (c. 445 
BC)

– God says, “I will send you the 
prophet Elijah before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord 
comes” (Malachi 4. 5). A 
promise of reconciliation 



Septuagint (LXX)
• Alexandria Egypt c.a. 285 B.C.

• “Septuagint” means the Greek Translation of the Old 
Testament and comes from Greek word for seventy because 
created, Done, reputedly by 70 scholars, hence, the “LXX” 
or “70” 

– included all 39 books

– probably used by Jesus and disciples

– Includes the extra books that became the Apocrypha

– Represents in some areas a different Hebrew text 
copies than the Masoretic Text

• Alexandrian Canon (pre 70 AD) includes Septuagint (LXX) 
books, Apocrypha.

• Oldest extant copies 3-4th century A.D.

Psalm 90, Greek Papyrus 
From 2nd Century
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“BANNED FROM THE BIBLE”
The Stories That Were Deleted From Biblical History

• NEW YORK, Dec. 19 /PRNewswire/ -- When Jesus was a 
boy, did he kill another child? Was Mary Magdalene a 
prostitute -- or an apostle? Did Cain commit incest? Will there 
be an apocalypse or is this God's trick to scare us? The 
answers to these questions aren't found in the Bible as we 
know it, but they exist in scriptures banned when powerful 
leaders deemed them unacceptable for reasons both political 
and religious. BANNED FROM THE BIBLE reveals some of 
these alternative tales and examines why they were "too hot 
for Christianity." The two-hour world premiere BANNED 
FROM THE BIBLE airs on Christmas, Thursday, December 
25 at 9 pm ET/PT.



Definitions: “Bible and Scriptures”

• “Bible” comes from the 
Greek word biblia meaning 
“books” which comes from 
the Lebanon town of Bibylos, 
a major source of Papyrus 
Paper

• “Scripture” comes from
– the Latin word 

“scriptura” which means 
“writing” (compare 
“scribe” from “scribere” 
to write) 

– "Scriptures" translate two 
different Greek words 
(ta graphai and 
ta grammata ) –"the 
writings"

Papyrus, Hence 
“Paper”



Term: “Old Testament”

• “covenant” (not “testament”) a contract, not a will

• The prophet Jeremiah reports God’s promise: “I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel” (31: 31).

– God adds, “I will put my law … in their hearts” (v. 33).

• God “hath made us able ministers of the new testament; 
not of the letter but of the spirit” (2 Corinthians 3: 6; KJV).

• “until this day remaineth the same veil untaken away in 
the reading of the old testament: which veil is done away 
in Christ” (v. 14).

• Paul reports the words of Jesus at the last supper: “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye as oft 
as ye drink it, in remembrance of me” (1 Corinthians 11: 
25).



Term: “Hebrew Scriptures”

• “Hebrew Bible”

• “Tanakh”
– Hebrew acronym for 

Law (Torah), 
Prophets (Nevi’im), 
and Writings 
(Ketuvim) 



Canon

• From the Greek word kanon 

• Hebrew qaneh

• “a straight rod” or “a carpenter’s 
rule” meaning “rule” or “norm”

• Canonicity – The determination by 
the church of which books have 
been inspired.

• “Canon of Scripture”: Those books 
that are recognized as officially a 
part of the Bible, that constitute 
the “word of God”, that is, 
authentic, genuine, of divine 
authority and inspired by God



The Old Testament Canon “TANAK” 
The Jewish Council of Jamnia

• Site of first major post 70 AD 
rabbinical school Council 
convened in  90 A.D. 

• Law Books of Moses are 
called the TORAH.

• Recognized current 39 books 
of Protestant “Old 
Testament”.  Apocrypha 
excluded.

• Canon deemed “closed” at 
time of Ezra.

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 
Solomon, Esther accepted 
with reservations, 
established primarily by use 

In subsequent years, Jewish Rabbis 
also developed a tradition of “oral 
law” (MISHNA) and scriptural 
commentary (GEMARA) which 
were codified in the 6th cen AD as 
the (TALMUD), which is considered 
nearly on a par with the Tanak.



OT Canon Time Line

90 A.D.

OT 

complete
* Writing of OT

*1400 B.C. 400 B.C.

Writing of the 

Septuagent (LXX)

200 B.C.

Council of 
Jamnia

100 A.D.

EZRA
LXX JAMNIA



Ezra’s Canon

• Nehemiah 8:1
And all the people gathered as one man at the 
square which was in front of the Water Gate, and 
they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the 
law of Moses which the LORD had given to Israel. 



Inter-Testamental Evidence of 
Canon Adoption

• Uncanonical 

Ecclesiasticus (ca. 130 

B.C.) speaks about the 

Torah, the Prophets, and 

“the rest of the books”



New Testament Evidence of 
Canon Adoption

• Matthew 5:17

– “Do not think that I came to 
abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish but to fulfill.”

• Matthew 7:12

“Therefore, however you 
want people to treat you, 
so treat them, for this is the 
Law and the Prophets.”



First Century Jewish 
Evidence 

of OT Canon

• 50 AD, Philo attests to a 
closed threefold division 
of the O.T. Scriptures

• 80, Josephus spoke 
about 22 canonical books 
(by joining some of the 
books together, e.g. Ruth 
and Judges?)

• 2 Esdras 14:45-46 (1-2 
cent. AD) mentions 24 
books...



Josephus —

“How firmly we have given credit to these books of 
our own nation is evident by what we do; for during 
so many ages as have already passed, no one has 
been so bold as either to add any thing to them, to 
take any thing from them, or to make any change in 
them; but it is become natural to all Jews 
immediately, and from their very birth, to esteem 
these books to contain Divine doctrines, and to 
persist in them, and, if occasion be willingly to die for 
them. For it is no new thing for our captives, many of 
them in number, and frequently in time, to be seen to 
endure racks and deaths of all kinds upon the 
theatres, that they may not be obliged to say one 
word against our laws and the records that contain 
them.” 



The Council of Jamnia, 90 AD

• Jamni, Palestine, site of first major post 70 AD 
rabbinical school

• strengthened the synagogue system:  “I require 

mercy not sacrifice.” (Hos. 6.6)

• abandoned the Septuagint...too Christian.

• Formulated the benediction against heretics: 

source of conflict with Christians.

• Jewish Christians expelled from synagogues. 



Cessassionist Jamnia!

• Finalized OT Canon---deemed it closed

• recognized that the Law, Prophets and Writings carried sole 
scriptural authority. 

• One objective criterion for judging the authority of books was the 
conviction that all sacred texts must have been written no later 
than the time of Ezra.

• Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Esther accepted with 
reservations, established primarily by use



Jamnia’s Criteria for Canonization

• Conformity

• Inspiration == > Authorship

Babylonian Talmud—

“After the latter Prophets 

Haggai, Zachariah, and 

Malachi, the Holy Spirit 

departed from Israel.”

• Hebrew Language

• Widespread use



Early Christian 
Old Testament Lists

• 1st Christian list by Melito of 
Sardis (170 AD), includes all but 
Esther

• Tertullian (200 AD) listed 24 equal 
to our 39

• Origen’s (250 AD) 21 books equal 
our 39, except forgot minor 
prophets

• Athanasius (4th Cen) lists 22 equal 
to our 39 except no Esther & 
Baruch included

• Esther later accepted and Canon 
remains same to present Christian Prayer Quoting Psalms in Greek

2nd Century Papyrus from Egypt



Common Misconceptions Concerning the 

Canon

• Age determines canonicity

• Language determines canonicity

• Agreement with the Torah 
determines canonicity

• Religious value determines 
canonicity

• The religious community 
determines canonicity

• If a prophet or Apostle wrote it, it is 
canonical.



The Old Testament Canon “TANAK” 
The Jewish Council of Jamnia

• Site of first major post 70 AD 
rabbinical school Council 
convened in  90 A.D. 

• Law Books of Moses are 
called the TORAH.

• Recognized current 39 books 
of Protestant “Old 
Testament”.  Apocrypha 
excluded.

• Canon deemed “closed” at 
time of Ezra.

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 
Solomon, Esther accepted 
with reservations, 
established primarily by use 

In subsequent years, Jewish Rabbis 
also developed a tradition of “oral 
law” (MISHNA) and scriptural 
commentary (GEMARA) which 
were codified in the 6th cen AD as 
the (TALMUD), which is considered 
nearly on a par with the Tanak.



Our Team: Canon



The First Christian Bible

• on every page of [the NT] is 
spread the evidence that from 
the very beginning the Old 
Testament was as cordially 
recognized as law by the 
Christian as by the Jew. The 
Christian church thus was 
never without a "Bible" or a 
"canon.“

– BB Warfield



History of Old Testament

• Old Testament books written 
between 1400 - 400 BC

• Written on clay, parchment, 
papyrus or vellum by scribes

• Moses commanded books of law
be put in the ark of the covenant 
(Deut 31:9,26)

• Later placed in temple with books 
from Joshua through David and 
Solomon added

• 50 years after the temple was 
rebuilt, Ezra collected “sacred 
writings” and added the major and 
minor prophets

• Compiled by Ezra and Nehemiah in 
400 BC

Column I 

The Great Qumran Isaiah 

Scroll



Hebrew Bible - 24 Books
TaNaK

• 24 Books---Three parts 

• Torah Mosheh - the Law, 5 

books

• Nebiim (Neviim) - the 

Prophets, 8 books

• Ketubim (Ketuvim) - the 

Writings, 11 books

• Represent stages in 

canonization through the 

ages?



Law/Torah 

(Books of Moses or Pentateuch)

• First Five Books of Moses: Also referred to as the 

Pentateuch (Greek for Five Places or Five 

Books)

• Torah Mosheh, Chomesh (Law)

 - Bereshith (“in the beginning”, Genesis)

 - Shemoth (“names”, Exodus)

 - Vayikra (“and he cried”, Leviticus)

 - Bemidbar (“in the wilderness”, Numbers)

 - Devarim (“words”, Deuteronomy)



This Book

• Deuteronomy 28:58

"If you are not careful to observe all the words of this law which are 

written in this book, to fear this honored and awesome name, the LORD 

your God, 

• Deuteronomy 29:20

“…every curse which is written in This Book will rest on him, and the LORD 

will blot out his name from under heaven. 

• Deuteronomy 29:27

“…every curse which is written in This Book;



The Book Of The Covenant

• Exodus 24:7

Then he took The Book 

Of The Covenant and 

read it in the hearing of 

the people; and they said, 

All that the LORD has 

spoken we will do, and 

we will be obedient!" 



The Book of the Law = 

Deuteronomy
• Deuteronomy 28:61

"Also every sickness and every plague which, not written in The Book Of This Law, 
the LORD will bring on you until you are destroyed. 

• Deuteronomy 29:21
"Then the LORD will single him out for adversity from all the tribes of Israel, according 
to all the curses of the covenant which are written in This Book Of The Law. 

• Deuteronomy 30:10
if you obey the LORD your God to keep His commandments and His statutes which 
are written in This Book Of The Law, if you turn to the LORD your God with all your 
heart and soul. 

• Deuteronomy 31:26
"Take This Book Of The Law and place it beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
your God, that it may remain there as a witness against you.

• Joshua 1:8
"This Book Of The Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for 
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 

• Joshua 8:34
Then afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according 
to all that is written in The Book Of The Law. 



The TaNaK  (Tanakh)

The Jewish Canon is divided into 
three main sections

1. Torah (The Law)

2. Nebi’im (Prophets) 

3. Ketubim (Writings)

• TaNaK is an acronym compiled 
from the first consonants of the 
titles of each section

• A total of 24 books (39 by the 
Christian system of counting)



Old Jewish Man by 

Rembrandt

• “Prophecy” does not mean 
telling the future; it is about 
the action of God in history

• The collection was arranged 
on two principles: size and 
chronological order

• Prefacing the explicitly 
prophetic works with Joshua 
through Kings showed that 
those books told of prophets 
who did not write books and 
they provided historical 
setting for the prophets who 
did write books.

Prophets 

(Nebi’im or Nevi’im)



Prophets
(Nebi’im or Nevi’im)

• Former Prophets

– Joshua

– Judges

– Samuel

– Kings

• Latter Prophets

– Major Prophets

• Isaiah

• Jeremiah

• Ezekiel

– Minor Prophets

(Book of the 12)

• Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 

Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 

Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 

Malachi



Writings 
(Kethub’im or Kethuv’im)

• POETRY

– Psalms

– Proverbs

– Job

– Song of Songs

– Ruth

– Lamentations

• HISTORY

– Ecclesiastes

– Esther

– Daniel

– Ezra-Nehemiah

– Chronicles



Psalm 19

For the director of music. A psalm of David.

• 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, 
reviving the soul. 

• The statutes of the LORD are 
trustworthy,  making wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, 
giving joy to the heart. 

• The commands of the LORD are 
radiant, giving light to the eyes.

• 9 The fear of the LORD is pure, 
enduring forever. 

• The ordinances of the LORD 
are sure and altogether 
righteous. 
10 They are more precious than 
gold, than much pure gold; they 
are sweeter than honey, 
than honey from the comb. 
11 By them is your servant 
warned; in keeping them there 
is great reward.











Prophets


