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AGENDA

8:40 TO 9:30 TEACHING

9:30 TO 9:40 BREAK

9:40 TO 10 TEACHING

10:15 TO 10:30 SOLO SILENT READING

10:30 TO 11 GROUP DISCUSSIONS

11 TO 11:30 PLENARY DISCUSSIONS



Our Prayer for this class
Psalm 119:33-37; Psalm 119:18

Our Promise for this class
Psalm 119:47: We will learn to
______________ it!
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Psalm 119:18: Our Prayer

• Open my eyes

–so I can truly
see the
marvelous
things in your
word!



There is ample food to eat
yet are you still hungry?



Is it because
you usually eat only once per week?



Or are you still needing to be spoon
fed even after years?



Is it because although you eat daily,
you only eat sweets?



Is it because you only drink milk and
never eat meat?

(after all, chewing takes effort)



Or maybe you are just too tired to
eat?



What is the
solution?

You Know!

JUST SAYIN IS ALL



SO THEN
WHY DO WE READ IT?
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Why Read the Bible?

Have To

Want To



SEVEN SCRIPTURE REASONS:
TO READ YOUR BIBLE



1. READ THE BIBLE:
TO AVOID SIN



It helps us avoid sin

Psalm 119:9-16:

How can a young person
maintain a pure life?
By guarding it according to your

instructions!

With all my heart I seek you.

Do not allow me to stray from
your commands!

 In my heart I store up your words,
so I might not sin against you.

You deserve praise, O Lord!

Teach me your statutes!

AVERT MY
EYES,

AVERT MY
EYES



2. READ THE BIBLE:
TO GET HELP IN TIMES OF NEED



It helps us when we most need help

Psalm 119:25-28:

25 My soul clings to the dust;
give me life according to your word!

26 When I told of my ways, you answered me;
teach me your statutes!

27 Make me understand the way of your
precepts,

and I will meditate on your wondrous
works.
28 My soul melts away for sorrow;

strengthen me according to your word!



3. READ THE BIBLE:
BECAUSE YOU (SHOULD) LOVE IT!



Psalm 119:47: We love it!

• I will find
delight in
your word,
which I love.



4. READ THE BIBLE:
TO ASSIST YOUR CONSCIENCE

HEBREWS 4:12



It assists our consciences
Hebrews 4:12

12 For the word of God is
living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of
soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow,
and discerning the thoughts
and intentions of the heart.



5. READ THE BIBLE:
TO GET EQUIPPED



It equips us fo good works
2 Timothy 3:16

Every scripture is inspired by God

 and useful

for teaching,

for reproof,

for correction, and

for training in righteousness,

that the person dedicated to God may be
capable and equipped for every good work.



6. READ THE BIBLE:
TO BE ENCOURAGED
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1 CORINTHIANS 10:6, 11-13

For everything that was written in former
times

was written for our instruction,

so that through endurance and
through encouragement of the
scriptures

we may have hope.



7. READ THE BIBLE:
SO YOU CAN :



ACTS 20:32

And now I entrust you to God
and to the message of his grace.
 This message is able to
build you up
and give you an inheritance
among all those who are
sanctified.



Seven Purposes:
to read your bible

REASON6 SCRIPTURE NOTES

1 Read the Bible to avoid ______. Psalm 119:9-16

2 Read the Bible to get ____ in
times of need.

Psalm 119 :25-28

3 Read the Bible because you
should _______ it

Psalm 119:47-48

4 Read the Bible to assist our
___________

Hebrews 4:12

5. Read the Bible:
to get __________for good works

2 Timothy 3:16

Read the Bible to be
____________

PSALM 119:9-16

Read your Bible to __________ Acts 20:32
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COFFEE BREAK 5 mins

WE FIND THE GRANDE
ESPECIAL MORE
EFFECTIVE THAN A
MERE GRANDE.



SO THEN
HOW DO WE READ IT?

31



1. BEGIN WITH PRAYER



Psalm 119:18: Our Prayer

Open my eyes
so I can truly see
the marvelous
things in your law!



Psalm 119:33-37 Our Requests

Teach me, O Lord, the lifestyle prescribed by
your statutes,
so that I might observe it continually.

Give me understanding
so that I might observe your law,
and keep it with all my heart.

Guide me in the path of your commands,
 for I delight to walk in it.

Give me a desire for your rules,
 rather than for wealth gained unjustly.

Turn my eyes away from what is worthless!

Revive me with your word!



Ps 143.10

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may
your good Spirit lead me on level ground.



2. RELY ON HOLY SPIRIT



Prov 3.5-6

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make your paths straight.



The Veil: 1 Corinthians 3:15-16

“Indeed, to this very day whenever
Moses is read, a veil lies over their

minds; but when one turns to the Lord,
the veil is removed.”



ILLUMINATION
1 Corinthians 2:6-16

 God has revealed these

to us
by the Spirit.

 For the Spirit searches

all things,
even the deep things of God.



3. PAY ATTENTION TO
CIRCUMSTANCES



Psalm 119:147-48 : Our Priorities

I am up before
dawn crying for
help.

I find hope in your
word.

My eyes anticipate
the nighttime
hours,

so that I can
meditate on your
word.



Circumstances

Be alert

Sit at a table

Take Notes

Requires time,
concentration,
effort, etc.



Stopping Our bad habits

The comfy chair

The bed!

Last thing to do
before going to
sleep



It’s not really rocket science!



1. PRAY
2. RELY ON HOLY SPIRIT
3. PAY ATTENTION TO CIRCUMSTANCES

RECAP



Helpful Books

How To Read a Book, by Mortimer Adler

How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth by Gordon
Fee and Douglas Stuart

How to Read the Bible Book by Book
by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart



COFFEE BREAK 5 mins

WE FIND THE GRANDE
ESPECIAL MORE
EFFECTIVE THAN A
MERE GRANDE.



READ THE BIBLE
WITH PURPOSE



READING WITH PURPOSE: SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE



Reading with Purpose
Linderholm, Tracy
Journal of College Reading and Learning, v36 n2 p70-80 Spr 2006

“…. recently … empirical evidence supported the notion that
reading proceeds very differently depending on the reader's
purpose for reading. To illustrate, readers have been shown to
exhibit different inference-making patterns, which influence what is
remembered from a text, as a function of their purpose for reading
(e.g., van den Broek, Lorch, Linderholm, & Gustafson, 2001).

“Unfortunately, a sizeable number of students do not effectively
alter their cognitive processing to meet specific educational goals.
….

I wish to establish why it is important for study and reading skills
instructors to consider the specific purpose for reading when
advising college student readers. Thus, the focus of this paper will
be to briefly review the empirical evidence that readers alter
cognitive processing in accordance with the purpose for reading
….



Reading with a purpose:
Effects

Heightened alertness

Posture change

Eyes alert

Scanning, looking,
searching, seeking

active, not passive reading.



SO THEN
WHAT IS OUR PURPOSE?
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OUR EXTREMELY, HUGELY, ETERNALLY MOST
IMPORTANT PURPOSE!

WHAT IS THE CHIEF END OF
MANKIND?

TO KNOW GOD AND ENJOY HIM
FOREVER!
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OUR EXTREMELY, HUGELY, ETERNALLY MOST IMPORTANT
PURPOSE:

TO KNOW GOD AND ENJOY HIM FOREVER!



GETTING TO KNOW GOD
AS OUR PRIMARY PURPOSE



KNOWING GOD. KNOWING JESUS

• WHO IS GOD?

• WHAT IS HE LIKE?

• HOW CAN WE KNOW GOD
BETTER?

• HOW CAN WE KNOW HIM
MORE INTIMATELY?

• WHAT KIND OF MAN WAS
JESUS?

• HOW DID HE ACT TOWARDS
PEOPLE?

• HOW DID HE RESPOND TO
PEOPLE?

• HOW CAN WE FOLLOW
JESUS?
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GETTING TO KNOW OURSELVES
AS OUR SECONDARY PURPOSE



GETTING TO KNOW OURSELVES
AS OUR SECONDARY PURPOSE

• HOW CAN WE LIVE A GODLY LIFE?

• HOW WILL WE KNOW WHAT’S RIGHT?

• HOW SHOULD WE PRAY?

• HOW CAN WE PLEASE GOD?
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Reading with Purpose
Mosaic LAW

•Identify God’s likes and dislikes.

•Are there any aspects that point to Christ, are
types of Christ or are foreshadowing of

Christ?
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Reading with Purpose
HISTORY BOOKS

•Questions about prayer.
•why and when do the people pray?

•How do they pray?
•How does God respond?
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Reading with Purpose
HISTORY BOOKS

•Questions about living and godliness.
• What habits sustain godly living?
• What are the early warning signs of trouble

brewing?
• What mistakes do the characters make?
• What are the consequences of their failures?
• If the characters remain faithful, what tips do

they have for us?
• What are the consequences of their faithfulness?
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Reading with Purpose
POETRY AND PROPHECY

•How does the passage describe
God?
•What names of God are used?
•What are God’s character traits (attributes)?
•Does the passage describe any aspect of God’s
emotions or other personality traits?

•What are God’s motivations or objectives?
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Reading with Purpose
POETRY AND PROPHECY

•How does the passage describe God’s
relationship with mankind?
• How does God attitude toward mankind?
• How does God describe Himself?
• What does God want us to do?
• Look for God’s reasons for his actions in judging,

rescuing, saving etc.
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Reading with Purpose
GOSPELS

•Who is Jesus
•DIVINITY
HUMANITY

•What kind of a man was Jesus?
•Was he outgoing or private?
•What emotions did he display
•What were his personality traits?
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Reading with Purpose
GOSPELS

•How did Jesus interact with other
people?
•How did he treat children?
•How did he treat women
•How did he relate to men?
•How did he handle religious leaders?
•How did he interact with Gentiles, sinners,
tax collectors, etc.?
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Reading with Purpose
LETTERS

• How does the passage describe unsaved mankind?

•What are different words use for sin or the
power of sin?

•How does it describe the relationship the
unsaved person and God have?

•What is the consequence of sin for the
unsaved?

66



Reading with Purpose
LETTERS

• How does the passage describe saved mankind?

•What are different words use to describe
believers?

•How does it describe the relationship the
saved person and God have?

•What are the consequences of being
saved?
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SIMPLE QUESTIONS
TO APPLY TO NEARLY ANY PART OF THE BIBLE:

• WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY ABOUT GOD/JESUS?

• WHAT IS GOD/JESUS LIKE IN THIS PASSAGE?

• WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO ME TO CHANGE ME?

• WHAT ENCOURAGEMENT OR HOPE IS IN THIS FOR ME?

• DOES THIS TEXT TELL ME WHAT TO DO OR NOT DO?

68



Meditate on it!

PERSONALIZE IT

• PRAY THROUGH IT

THE OPPOSITE GAME

• IF YOU CAN’T DO THE
RIGHT THING, CAN YOU
AT LEAST STOP DOING
THE WRONG THINGS?

• JUST SAYIN’
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Journal it!

QUESTIONS

• ANSWERS

APPLICATIONS

• ENCOUNTERS WITH
GOD
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COLOSSIANS 1:9-10

• And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray
for you, asking that

• you may be filled with the knowledge of his will
• in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
• 10 so as to walk in a manner

• worthy of the Lord,
• fully pleasing to him,
• bearing fruit in every good work and
• increasing in the knowledge of God.
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