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THE STORY



A Clandestine Rendezvous
John 3:1-2a

• Now a certain man, a 
Pharisee named Nicodemus,
who was a member of the 

Jewish ruling council,

• 2 came to Jesus at night …



NICODEMUS SHOWS RESPECT
John 3:2b

• and [Nicodemus] said to 
him, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a 
teacher who has 
come from God. For no one 
could perform the 
miraculous 
signs that you do unless
God is with him.”



You Must Be Born From Above/Again
John 3:3

• Jesus replied, “I 
tell you the solemn 
truth, unless a person is 
born from above, he 
cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”



Nick Doesn’t Get it
John 3:4

• 4 Nicodemus said to 
him, “How can a man be 
born when he is old? He 
cannot enter his mother’s
womb and be born a second 
time, can he?”



You Must Be Born Of Water And Of Spirit
John 3:5-6

• 5 Jesus answered, “I 
tell you the solemn 
truth, unless a person is 
born of water and spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of 
God.

• 6 What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.



Born from the Spirit Above
John 3:7-8
• 7 Do not be amazed that I 

said to you, ‘You must all be 
born from above.’

• 8 The wind blows wherever it 
will, and you hear the sound it 
makes, 
but do not know where it 
comes from and where it is 
going. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.”



Nick Still Doesn’t Get it
John 3:9-10

• 9 Nicodemus replied, “
How can these 
things be?”

• 10 Jesus answered, “Are you
the teacher of 

Israel and yet 
you don’t understand these 
things?



Unless We are Born Again, We Cannot 
Understand the Things of God

John 3:11-12

• 11 I tell you the solemn truth, we 
speak about what we 
know and testify about what we 
have 
seen, but you people do not accep
t our testimony.

• 12 If I have told you people about 
earthly 
things and you don’t believe, how
will you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things?



THE TEACHING



Nicodemus: What Made Him Tick?

• Maybe Nicodemus was 
afraid for his reputation 
or maybe he wasn’t. 
But what about you?

• Just as the rich young 
ruler could not part 
with his wealth, 
Nicodemus may have 
struggled with the loss 
of his achievements. 
What are you reluctant 
to part with?



Rebirth Prophesied 
In The Old Testament

• Eze 11:19 I will 
give them one heart and 
I will put a 
new spirit within them; I 
will remove the hearts of 
stone from their 
bodies and I will 
give them tender hearts,

• Eze 36:26 I will give you a 
new heart, and I will put a 
new spirit within you. I 
will remove the heart of 
stone from your body and 
give you a heart of flesh.



You Were Dead; Christ Made you Alive
Colossians 2:13

• And even though you were 
dead in your transgressions and in 
the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, he nevertheless made
you alive with him, having 
forgiven all your transgressions.



We Cannot Give Ourselves A New Start

1. New Birth comes from God. 

2. We are not able to just 
restart our lives.  

3. There is no RESET button.



New Life Is a Gift From God
1 Peter1:3

• 3 …By his great mercy he gave us new 
birth into a living hope …



LIKE THE WIND, GOD WORKS IN OUR LIVES 
EVEN WHEN WE ARE UNAWARE

• God works in ways you don’t know about.

• God works in ways you don’t understand.

• He is not obligated to explain Himself.

• Never, never ever think you can know what God 
is or isn’t doing in someone’s life or whether 
they will believe and be saved. 



NEW LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST
Romans 6:4

• Therefore we have 
been buried with 
him through baptism in
to death, in order 
that just as Christ was 
raised from the 
dead through the 
glory of the 
Father, so we too may 
live a new life.

Already and not yet.



The Washing and Renewing of the 
Holy Spirit

Titus 3:4-7

• …he saved us not by works of 
righteousness that we have done 
but on the basis of his mercy, 
through the washing of the new 
birth and the renewing of the 
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out 
on us in full measure through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 

WATER SPIRIT



Old Out / New In
2 Cor. 5:17

• So then, if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a 
new creation; what 
is old has passed 
away – look, what is 
new has come!

New life



A New Start May Not Be Wanted

• For some people 
starting anew means 
unloading their burdens 
and their guilt and their 
shame.

• For other people, 
starting anew means 
giving up their power, 
prestige, wealth and 
status.

• Being born again is not 
like a cell phone 
monthly bill; you don’t 
get to carry over your 
unused minutes. You 
have to start all over 
again– each of us will 
start at the same place. 
The past is gone. All 
things are new.



Old Man/New Man

Colossians 3:9-10

• …put off the 

old man with its practices

• and have been 

clothed with the new 

man that is being 

renewed in knowledge

• according to the image of the 
one who created it.



Being born again is 
not the end. It is not 
the beginning of the 
end. But it is the end 

of the beginning.

Being Born Again is Just the Beginning


