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Lesson 6  

The Story of the Bible



WHEN DID JESUS LIVE?

THE TIME OF THE SECOND TEMPLE



JESUS BORN 4-6 BC



Solomon’s Temple

• First Temple was Solomon’s Temple

• Constructed approximately 900 BC.

• Rival temple in Northern Kingdom.

• Destroyed by Babylonians, 587 B.C.

• Ark of the Covenant lost to history



Herod’s Temple

• Second Temple was 
Herod’s Temple

• Under construction for 
100 or more Jesus’ 
whole life on Earth. 

• Rival temple in Egypt.

• Destroyed by Romans, 
70 AD.

• Temple Menorah lost 
to history



SECOND TEMPLE ERA 
CHARACTERISTICS

• Monotheism-- the shema

• Images of God forbidden

• Anticipation of a Messiah, 
political deliverer.

• Law (Torah) practice, not 
doctrine or “theology” 

• Mishna (Oral Traditions, 
regulations)

• Temple (Ceremony, Ritual)



Fear Of A Gentile Infiltrating The Temple

• When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, 
who had seen him [Paul] in the Temple, stirred up all the crowd, 
and laid hands on him, crying out, "Men of Israel, help! This is the 
man who is teaching men everywhere against the people and the 
law and this place; moreover he also brought Greeks into the 
Temple, and he has defiled this holy place." For they had 
previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and 
they supposed that Paul had brought him into the Temple. Then all 
the city was aroused, and the people ran together; they seized 
Paul and dragged him out of the Temple, and at once the gates 
were shut. And as they were trying to kill him, word came to the 
tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. He at 
once took soldiers and centurions, and ran down to them; and 
when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they stopped beating 
Paul.

• Acts 21.27-32





Jewish Holidays
• Passover & Unleavened Bread (March-April)

• Commemorates the Exodus Event

• Pentecost (April-May)
• Marks the giving of the law at Mt. Sinai

• New Year (Rosh Hashanah) (September-October) Lev.15

• Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) (September-October)
• national repentance, fasting, and atonement

• Festival Tabernacles/Booths (October-November)
• Commemorates the wilderness wanderings

• Festival of Lights/Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah) (December)
• Commemorates the rededication of the temple during the 

Maccabean revolt

• Feast of Purim (January-February)
• Commemorates the deliverance of Israel during the time 

of Esther



Passover Meal

• Cup—reading of Gen 1:31b-2:3; 

• blessing+ sanctification of the Sabbath

• Bread blessed, broken, distributed

• Meal

• Birkat ha-Mazon cup blessed on feast 
days.

Olive Tree in Garden of 

Gesthemene



CHANNAKAH: John 10:22-24

• At that time the Feast of 
Dedication took place at 
Jerusalem. It was winter, 
and Jesus was walking in 
the temple, in the 
colonnade of Solomon so 
the Jews gathered around 
him and said to him, “How 
long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the 
Christ, tell us plainly.” 



Jewish Proselytizing: Matthew 23:15

•Woe to you, scribes 
and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you 
travel across sea and 
land to make a single 
proselyte, and when he 
becomes a proselyte, 
you make him twice as 
much a child of hell as 
yourselves.



Jewish 
“Baptisms”

• Jews performed ritual immersion 
("mikveh“) for purification purposes 
and imitation of converts. 

• Mikveh in Hebrew literally means 
any gathering of waters, but is 
specifically used in Jewish law for 
the waters or bath for the ritual 
immersion. 

• Baptism was a term used in the Old 
Testament to indicate the practice 
of washing according to the Mosaic 
laws of purification (Ex. 30:17-21; 
cf. Mark 7:4

• The concept of immersion in 
rabbinic literature is referred to as a 
new birth [Yeb. 22a; 48b; 97b; 
Mass. Ger. c.ii]. 

Mikveh in Jerusalem near Temple



Hellenization & 
Daniel Mania

• “Hellenization”--From name of Greeks, 
“Hellenes”

• Greek language, thought & culture

• Antiochus IV:

• Forbids the observance of the 
Mosaic Law

• Forbids circumcisions 

• Rededicates the Temple to Zeus

• Slaughters a pig on the now pagan 
altar 

• Daniel’s prophecy “Abomination of 
Desolation” fulfilled?

• Was Antiochus IV the “prince” in Daniel?

• Looking for the Messiah under every 
bed.



Zealots: Zionists 

• Very nationalistic

• Opposed Hellenization

• Opposed Herod’s high 
taxes and tax collectors

• Opposed Roman Control. 

• Revolts of 70 AD and Bar 
Kochba

• Wasn’t a religious 
movement, was a political 
movement.

• Who are today’s Zealots?



Scribes: Legalists

• A professional group that 
interpreted/taught the Old Testament law

• Gave judicial opinions on cases brought to 
them

• Developed after the exile

• Synonymous with “lawyer,” “scribe,” 
“teacher of the law,” and “rabbi”

• Jesus condemned the scribes in the same 
manner he condemned the Pharisees

• scribes unified in opposition to Jesus

• Who are the Scribes today?



Pharisees: 
Orthodox and 
Self Righteous

• Name means 
“separated ones” 

• Developed after the 
Maccabean revolt

• Opposed to 
Hellenization

• Developed the 
synagogues

• Very legalistic

• Avoid “sinners”

• Afterlife, Resurrection

• Awaited Messiah

• Hostile towards Jesus’ 
teachings & ministry

• Who are the Pharisees 
today? Recreation of Sanhedrin Scene



Sadducees:

• value rituals in Temple

• Accepted only 5 books of Moses

• Do not believe in:  Resurrection, Afterlife, Final Judgment, 
Angels/Spirits, Divine Providence, Messiah

• Relationship with Jesus

• Sought to discredit Jesus’ teachings & ministry

• Jesus had little in common with the Sadducees

• Josephus - says that they deny fate and compares them with 
Epicureans

• deny immortality of the soul and resurrection

• Sadducees had little political power

• Who are the Sadducees today?



Samaritans

• Distinctive Jewish group between Judea and Galilee

• Regarded as an alien people who practiced a false form of 
Judaism.

• Worshipped on Mount Gerizim instead of Jerusalem.

• Viewed favorably in NT.

• Continue to exist today.



Essenes: End Times Maniacs

• founded by “Teacher of Righteousness”

• Established very strict communities similar to 
monasteries

• Rejected Temple worship

• sect would be vindicated when temple purged of 
evil

• Massacred by Romans in 68 AD.

• Left Dead Sea Scrolls (found in 1947)

• Who are the Essenes today?



Messianic 
Expectations

• Zealots expected a Revolutionary

• Sadducees did not believe in a 
coming Messiah.

• Essenes expected two separate 
figures.

• King and Priest

• Jesus did not fulfill expectations

• Did not restore the lands of 
Israel, didn’t free his people, 
no universal peace, terrible 
death.



Josephus Describes John the Baptist

• But to some Jews the destruction of Herod's 
army seemed to be divine vengeance, and 
certainly a just vengeance, for his treatment 
of John, surnamed the Baptist. For Herod 
had put him to death, though he was a good 
man and had exhorted the Jews to lead 
righteous lives, to practice justice towards 
their fellows and piety towards God, and so 
doing to join in baptism. In his view this was 
a necessary preliminary if baptism was to be 
acceptable to God. They must not employ it 
to gain pardon for whatever sins they 
committed, but as a consecration of the 
body implying that the soul was already 
thoroughly cleansed by righteousness.

• Josephus's Antiquities (18.116-118).

Mikveh in 

Jerusalem near 

Temple



Separationists

• Sabbath (39 classes of work forbidden)

• purity laws

• Dietary laws



Matthew 9:11 

•And when the 
Pharisees saw this, 
they said to his 
disciples, “Why does 
your teacher eat with 
tax collectors and 
sinners?”



Josephus’ 
Account of Jesus

About this time arose Jesus, a wise man, if indeed 
it be lawful to call him a man.  For he was a doer 
of wonderful deeds, and a teacher of men who 
gladly receive the truth.  He drew to himself 
many both of the Jews and of the Gentiles.  He 
was the Christ; and when Pilate, on the 
indictment of the principal men among us, had 
condemned him to the cross, those who had 
loved him at the first did not cease to do so, for 
he appeared to them again alive on the third 
day, the divine prophets having foretold these 
and ten thousand other wonderful things about 
him.  And even to this day the race of Christians, 
who are named from him, has not died out.”

--Antiquities xviii 63f.

Map of Jerusalem



Jewish 
Separationism

• Jewish worship on the 
Sabbath -- whatever its 
origin -- is upheld by its 
antiquity, while their other 
customs, which are ill-
omened and disgusting, gain 
strength from their 
depravity. They sit apart at 
meals, and have adopted 
circumcision in order to 
make manifest their 
difference from other men, 
and converts to their religion 
accept this custom.
–Tacitus Histories, 5.5





WHEN DID JESUS 
LIVE?

THE TIME OF

THE DIASPORA



DISTINCTIVES 
OF JEWS 
DISPERSED

Circumcision 

Sabbath

KOSHER LAWS

TORAH

SEPARATIONISM



Development of Synagogues

• Developed during the Exile Event

• Means “assembly”

• Pattern of worship

• Reading of the Shema (Deut. 6:4ff)

• Prayer

• Singing of Psalms

• Reading from the Law and 
Prophets

• Homily/Interpretation

• Blessing/Benediction

• Bema

White Synagogue in Capernaum



Synagogues

• Rectangular Meeting Room with 
benches forming a U shape

• Kitchens and Eating Areas

• Libraries and Meeting Rooms



Synagogue Meetings

• Reading of the Shema (Deut. 6:4ff)

• Prayer

• there was room for free prayer -- generally prayed standing 
with face toward Jerusalem or Temple. One prayed and the 
whole congregation said Amen.  

• Singing of Psalms

• Reading from the Law and Prophets

• Homily/Interpretation 

• After the reading of the law and the prophets, and exposition 
or work of exhortation was given by some qualified person 
locally or by a distinguished visitor (as Christ in Nazareth and 
Paul and Barnabas at Antioch).

• Rabbi stood to read.  Sat to preach

• Blessing/Benediction



Synagogue Buildings

• Rectangular 
Meeting Room 
with benches 
forming a U 
shape

• Kitchens and 
Eating Areas

• Libraries and 
Meeting Rooms







TORAH SHRINES



Gentiles and Women in Synagogues

First Century Jewish Synagogue Inscriptions showing names of Gentiles 

and Women as Benefactors

“pater”/Father of 

Synagogue

“Synagogue”



Synagogues: Governance

• Ruled by a president (archon), often an very young but wealthy person

• Had a body of elders (gerusia, not presbyeteri of New Testament)

• “Father” or “Mother” of the Synagogue”

• Secretary/Historian/Treasurer


