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Genesis 17:10-14
Circumcision
•

10 This

is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the
covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be
circumcised. 11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the
sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 For the generations to
come every male among you who is eight days old must be
circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with
money from a foreigner—those who are not your
offspring. 13 Whether born in your household or bought with your
money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be
an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not
been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has
broken my covenant.”
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Genesis 12:1-3
Unconditional Covenant with Abraham
• 12 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s household to the land I will show you.
• 2 “I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you; 12 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country,
your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.
• I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.[a]
3 I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”

The Genesis Chronology:
Abraham’s Faith Precedes Circumcision
• Genesis 12:1-3
• Genesis 13:14-18

Gen 12
God
promises
Abram

Gen 13
God’s
Repeats
promises

Gen 17
More Promises
Ceremony &
Circumcision

• Genesis 15:1-21
• Genesis 17:1-27

Abram believes
God’s promise &
righteousness
reckoned to
Abram’s account

Gen 15
God Expands
Promises

Abraham
circumcises
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No Distinctions for Salvation

•1 Corinthians 1:24: but to those who
are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God.

In Christ’s Church
No Distinctions between Jews and Gentiles
• Romans 10:12: For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,
abounding in riches for all who call on Him;
• Colossians 3:11: a renewal in which there is
no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised
and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and
freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.
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In Christ’s Church
Jews and Gentiles are One in Christ
• 1 Corinthians 12:13: For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink
of one Spirit.
• Galatians 3:28: There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Various Circumcision Errors and Truths
Errors
1. Circumcision was unique to Judaism
2. Circumcision meant you must be a
Jew.
3. Circumcision meant you were
saved.
4. Circumcision was required to be
saved.
5. Circumcision is no longer needed
because Baptism replaces it.

Truths
1. Women were not circumcised.
2. Slaves, household servants were
circumcised without any choice.
3. Circumcision proclaimed you were a
descendant of Abraham, even if via
Ishmael and Esau.
4. Circumcision didn’t mean you didn’t
need to repent.
5. Circumcision didn’t mean you didn’t
need to get baptized.
6. Hospital circumcisions don’t count.
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1. WHAT VALUE
HAS
CIRCUMCISION?
Romans 2:25-27

ROMANS 2:25-27
• For indeed circumcision is of value if you practice the Law;
•
but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your
circumcision has become uncircumcision.
• 26 So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements
of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as
circumcision? 27 And he who is physically
uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you
who though having the letter of the Law and circumcision
are a transgressor of the Law
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Romans 2:25-27
PERSON IN

OBEY THE LAW

CIRCUMCISION?

CONSEQUENCES

JEW

OBEYS THE LAW

CIRCUMCISION OF VALUE

BUT ONE EXIST. SEE
ROMANS 3

DISOBEYS THE LAW

CIRCUMCISION BECOMES
UNCIRCUMCISION
IN OTHER WORDS,
WORTHLESS

I.E. Jew is a transgressor
and so will be set apart

OBEYS THE LAW

UNCIRCUMCISED
BECOMES CIRCUMCISED
AND SO HAS VALUE

BUT NONE EXIST SEE
ROMANS 3

DISOBEYS THE LAW

HOW GOD TREATS
GENTILES IN CHAPTER 1
AND 2.
God gave them over.

Punishment of each
according to their works.

GENTILE

ROMANS 2:28-29
• 28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly,
• nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.
• 29 But he is a Jew who is
•
one inwardly; and
•
circumcision is that which is of the heart,
•
by the Spirit, not by the letter;
•
and his praise is not from men, but from God.
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Romans 2:28-29
PERSON

PHYSICAL
CIRCUMCIZED
CIRCUMCISION? HEART

CONSEQUENCES

YES
NO

YES
NO

ALL GOOD
NONE GOOD

NO
NO

YES
NO

ALL GOOD
NONE GOOD

JEW

GENTILE

Romans 2:28-29

CONVERSION

CIRCUMCISED
OUTWARDLY
JEW

CONVERSION

INWARD
CIRCUMCISED
HEART JEW

CIRCUM
CIZED
HEART
GENTILE

UNSAVED
GENTLE
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Abraham’s Offspring

Heavenly City

Children
of Faith

Children
of the
Flesh

Land & Nation

Abraham’s Physical Descendants
Abraham

Isaac

Ishmael

Jacob

Esau

12 Tribes

Edomites

Arabs
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THE VISIBLE CHURCH: WHEAT AND TARES

BORN AGAIN +
MERE ATTENDERS

2. WHAT ADVANTAGE IS
THERE IN BEING JEWISH?
Romans 3:1-2
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ROMANS 3:1-2
• 3 Then what advantage
has the Jew? Or what is
the benefit of
circumcision?
•
2 Great in every
respect.
•
First of all, that they
were entrusted with the
oracles of God.

PASSAGES
WHERE JEWS
ARE “FIRST”

• Romans 1:16 For I am not
ashamed of the gospel, for it is
the power of God for salvation
to everyone who believes, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek.
• Romans 2:9 There will
be tribulation and distress for
every soul of man who does evil,
of the Jew first and also of
the Greek,
• Romans 2:10 but glory and
honor and peace to everyone
who does good, to the Jew first
and also to the Greek
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Romans 3:3-4

3. WILL GOD KEEP HIS
PROMISES TO THE JEWS?

Romans 3:3-4
•3 What then? If some did not believe, their
unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God,
will it?

• 4 May it never be! Rather, let God be found true,
though every man is found a liar, as it is written,
"That You may be justified in Your words,
And prevail when You are judged."
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4. IF OUR SINS MAGNIFY HIS
GRACE, THEN WHY IS HE
WRATHFUL?
Romans 3:5-8

Romans 3:5-8

• 5 But if our unrighteousness
demonstrates the righteousness of God,
what shall we say? The God who inflicts
wrath is not unrighteous, is He? (I am
speaking in human terms.)
•6 May it never be! For otherwise, how
will God judge the world?
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5. ARE JEWS LESS SINFUL
THAN GREEKS?
Romans 3:9

Romans 3:9

•9 What then? Are we better than
they?
•Not at all; for we have already
charged that both Jews and Greeks
are all under sin;
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Romans 3:10-11

Total Depravity of Mankind: no exceptions, not even for Jews
• 10 as it is written,
"There is none righteous, not even one;
• 11 There is none who understands,
There is none who seeks for God;
• 12 All have turned aside, together they have become useless;
There is none who does good, There is not even one."
• 13 "Their throat is an open grave, With their tongues they keep deceiving,"
"The poison of asps is under their lips"; 14 "Whose mouth is full of cursing
and bitterness"; 15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood, 16 Destruction and
misery are in their paths, 17 And the path of peace they have not known.“
• 18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."

Romans 4:9b -12 Explains All of This
• For we say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS
RIGHTEOUSNESS.”10 How then was it credited? While he
was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised,
but while uncircumcised;11 and he received the sign of
circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith
which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the
father of all who believe without being circumcised, that
righteousness might be credited to them, 12 and the father
of circumcision to those who not only are of the
circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of
our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised.
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Colossians 2:11-12
• 11 and

in Him you were also circumcised with a
circumcision made without hands, in the
removal of the body of the flesh by the
circumcision of Christ; 12 having been buried
with Him in baptism, in which you were
also raised up with Him through faith in the
working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

After 3 chapters on sin and
wrath: next week….we finally get
to the Gospel!
Hip hip, hooray!
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